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Allen County 4-H Clubs 
Purdue Extension-Allen County Office 

4001 Crescent Ave 
Fort Wayne IN 46815 
Phone: 260-481-6826 

Fax: 260-481-6439 
 
 

Purdue Extension – Allen County Website:  www.extension.purdue.edu/allen 
State 4-H Website:  www.four-h.purdue.edu 

 
Office Hours are: 

Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  
Closed County Holidays 

 
The Purdue Extension - Allen County Office is located on the east side of the IPFW campus. 
 

 
 

4-H Staff: 
 

Samm Johnson, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development  sammjohnson@purdue.edu 
Barb Thuma, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development  bthuma@purdue.edu 
Jean Kendall, 4-H Secretary      jkendall@purdue.edu  
 
 
 

It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all persons have equal opportunity 
and access to its educational programs, services, activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, 
sex, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability or status as a 
veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in alternative for-
mats.  

mailto:sammjohnson@purdue.edu
mailto:bthuma@purdue.edu
mailto:jkendall@purdue.edu
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Indiana 4-H Youth Program Policies and  
Procedures  

General Terms and Conditions 
 
The Indiana 4-H Program Philosophy and Expectations: 
The Indiana 4-H program serves the youth of Indiana by 
providing a strong educational youth development program. 
This program delivers educational experiences in a variety of 
settings. Caring, capable, and contributing adults assist in 
the 4-H program as models for young people. The rich herit-
age of the 4-H Program is one to be valued and passed 
along to future generations.  
The Indiana 4-H Youth Policy and Procedures Book sets out 
certain standards and guidelines to be used to assure that 4-
H is a positive youth development program. County 4-H poli-
cy is guided by the county 4-H policy-making or governing 
board (i.e. 4-H Council) as provided by the County Extension 
Board. Legal authority for the 4-H Program rests with the 
Director of Cooperative Extension Service at Purdue Univer-
sity. No county 4-H policy may conflict with state 4-H policy 
or with federal guidelines and requirements. 
Deadlines for county and state participation should be care-
fully constructed so as to encourage rather than to discour-
age participation. Such deadlines should be well published. 
Members not complying with established and published 
dates and deadlines for exhibition may be denied the oppor-
tunity to exhibit. 
It is the policy of 4-H to be an inclusive organization. No 
county policy or practice should be used to arbitrarily exclude 
youth from either membership or participation. Youth should 
participate in 4-H Youth Development opportunities at levels 
and times that best suit the youth's development and support 
family involvement. 

 
4-H Mission and Vision:  
4-H Mission: The Indiana 4-H Youth Development mission is 
to provide real-life educational opportunities that develop 
young people who positively impact their community and 
world. 
 
4-H Vision: Indiana 4-H Development strives to be the prem-
ier, community-based program empowering young people to 
reach their full potential. 
 
4-H Club Membership:  
Youth may become 4-H members when they enter the third 
grade and may continue their membership through the com-
pletion of grade 12. Each individual may continue member-
ship for a maximum of ten (10) consecutive years.  
 
Exceptions: 
1) Youth who enroll in grade three and are advanced aca-
demically (thus graduating early) may continue for a total of 
10 years ONLY if the enrollment occurs in consecutive years. 

2) Those youth who are academically advanced and “skip” 
3rd grade, may begin the program as a 4th grader and may 
continue for a total of 10 years ONLY if the enrollment occurs 
in consecutive years. 
3) Those youth who enroll in grade three and are retained a 
grade in public school may continue to progress through the 
4-H Program by adding subsequent years of participation, 
but MAY NOT exceed 10 years of participation. For example, 
if a member is retained one year in public school, their final 
year of 4-H membership would conclude the summer follow-
ing their junior year of high school. 
4) Those youth who entered the program in 3rd grade and for 
one reason or another leave formal education prior to the 
completion of 12th grade may continue for a total of 10 years 
ONLY if the enrollment occurs in consecutive years. 
 
NOTE: 10 years of membership in the 4-H Youth Develop-
ment is an opportunity --- not an entitlement. Those youth 
who do not enroll as 3rd grade students or meet the excep-
tions above, conclude their involvement with the program 
during the summer immediately following the completion of 
their senior year in high school. 
An individual’s 4-H grade is determined by the school grade 
in which he or she is classified regardless of the time of year 
he or she enrolls in 4-H. A member does not advance in 4-H 
grade until he or she enrolls in 4-H for the subsequent school 
year. Each member should enroll in the division of a project 
that would best suit his/her interest and potential for personal 
growth and would enhance their family involvement. 
 
Opportunities in the 4-H program are available to all Indiana 
youth as defined regardless of race, religion, color, sex, na-
tional origin, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation 
or disability. Married young men and women of 4-H age may 
participate in any of the 4-H projects and activities. 
However, married persons must participate by the same 
terms and conditions and/or guidelines as unmarried partici-
pants. Membership in 4-H is gained by annually enrolling 
through a Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service 
Office located in each of Indiana's 92 counties. 
 
The 4-H club year usually extends from one annual 4-H ex-
hibit to the next. Enrollment is an annual process attained by 
completing the appropriate county 4-H enrollment process.  
 
Mini 4-H Non-Competitive Policy 
Mini 4-H is a program designed to encourage positive devel-
opment of children, Kindergarten through second grade. The 
goal of Mini 4-H is to help young children explore friendships 
outside the family; explore the way in which things work; 
practice both small and large muscle control; and think about 
the ways people work together on projects. 
 
The NON-COMPETITIVE learning environment for Mini 4-H 
includes: 
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1. Planned learning activities in which children are invited to 
be active and explore materials and ideas without the pres-
sure of completing a specific product or exhibit. 
2. Low adult leader to child ratio that allows time for adults/
leaders to provide individual, positive encouragement and 
assistance. 
3. Simple, interesting activities that are fun. 
4. Encouragement of children to participate in a group activity 
by sharing and or displaying their activity projects. 
5. Rewards that are identical and/or ribbons of the same 
color for everyone. 
DO NOT JUDGE projects, but instead discuss them with the 
child. 
 
Note: Purdue University and the Indiana 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program do not support, endorse, or encourage pro-
gramming for children prior to Kindergarten. Extension staff 
members and 4-H Volunteers may not offer or encourage 
others to offer programming for children prior to Kindergar-
ten. 
 
Residence: 
Indiana youth typically enroll in 4-H Youth Development pro-
grams in the county or state in which they reside. However, 
individuals living in one county may join 4-H in another coun-
ty. There may be educational or social reasons for an individ-
ual joining 4-H in a different county than that of their primary 
residence. During a single calendar year, a 4-H member 
enrolled in a given project is expected to enroll and exhibit 
that project only in one county of enrollment. 
 
In the event that a project is not offered in the county of pri-
mary  4-H enrollment, a 4-H member may enroll in that spe-
cific project in a different county. Approval of this special 
exception rests with the 4-H Extension Educator. Participa-
tion in 4-H related activities and events (i.e., judging; share-
the-fun) must be in the county of primary 4-H enrollment. 
 
The above policy is not intended to provide an escape mech-
anism for 4-H members and families who are unwilling to 
follow the terms and/or conditions in their current county of 4-
H membership. Decisions regarding 4-H membership in a 
non-resident county (a county you do not live in), rest with 
the 4-H Extension Educator in the receiving county. 
Note: In a statement from our federal partner in Washington, 
DC, the following statement appears: "Anytime there are 
procedures for exclusion of individuals from events which 
use the 4-H name there are potential challenges to enforce-
ment of the exclusions. The challenges have a substantial 
potential to prevail and they frequently result in negative 
publicity for the organization. Therefore, before choosing a 
policy of exclusion it is wise to evaluate the exclusion being 
considered, to be sure there is an overwhelming educational-
ly based need for the exclusion". 
Extension employees and volunteers are obligated to elimi-
nate (and should not create) any practices that limit, deprive, 

or tend to deprive any youth of opportunities for membership 
and/or participation in the Indiana 4-H program. 
 
Behavioral Criteria for 4-H Events and Activities: 
To 4-H members, volunteers, parents and the public: When 
attending, participating or acting on behalf of the 4-H pro-
gram, all persons are expected to conduct themselves in 
accordance with accepted standards of social behavior, to 
respect rights of others, and to refrain from any conduct 
which may be injurious to the 4-H program. The following 
actions constitute misconduct for which persons may be 
subject to disciplinary penalties and/or dismissal from 
the program:  
a) Dishonesty in connection with any 4-H activity by cheating 
or knowingly furnishing false information. 
b) Alteration or unauthorized use of 4-H records. 
c) Obstruction or disruption of any 4-H activity or aiding and 
encouraging other persons to engage in such conduct. 
d) Failure to comply or aiding or encouraging other persons 
not to comply with specific terms and conditions of a given 
project, contest or activity. 
e) Failure to comply with directions of 4-H officials acting in 
the proper performance of their duties. 
f)  Inhumane treatment of 4-H animal projects. 

 
There are many opportunities for 4-H members, volun-
teers, parents and the public to participate in 4-H events 
and activities. When involved in such experiences, mem-
bers, volunteers, parents and the public are expected to 
follow all rules and regulations as outlined by those re-
sponsible for the specific program or activity. In all such 
4-H activities, the following constitute a violation of be-
havioral expectations: 
1. Possession or use of firecrackers, gunpowder, firearms, 
chemicals or other materials that can be used to create an 
explosive mixture. 
2. Misuse of fire equipment or sounding a false fire alarm. 
3. Having a guest of the opposite sex in your sleeping quar-
ters. 
4. Physical or verbal abuse of any person or conduct which 
threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person. 
5. Theft of or malicious damage to property. 
6. Possession, use, or distribution of alcohol, illegal drugs, 
tobacco and tobacco- like products, or other dangerous sub-
stances. 
7. Inappropriate displays of affection toward another person
(s). 
8. Inappropriate clothing or lack of clothing during the event 
or activity. 
9. Lewd, indecent, or obscene conduct. 
10. Unauthorized entry, use or occupancy of any facility. 
11. Any conduct, which threatens or interferes with mainte-
nance of appropriate order and discipline or invades the 
rights of others. 
 



 

6 

When violations occur at out-of-county, district, area, 
and/or state and/or national 4-H events, the following 
procedures will be followed. 
a) The parents/legal guardians will be contacted to arrange 
transportation home for the violator (s) and 
b) The local extension educator will be notified. 
 
Guidelines for Exhibition and Completion: 
 Following are policies that govern exhibition and completion 
of  4-H Projects:  
 
 Exhibition: Exhibition of 4-H projects in local, county or 
state exhibits/fairs is voluntary on the part of the exhibitor. 
The exhibition of 4-H projects provides 4-H members an 
opportunity to display their 4-H projects, enter into competi-
tion and participate in an educational/social environment with 
peers. With exhibition also comes the responsibility for abid-
ing by all of the terms and conditions pertaining to the re-
spective 4-H project. 
 Completion: The completion of a 4-H project must not be 
misinterpreted as exhibition of said project at a local county 
or state fair. 
4-H members are considered complete in their project work 
for that year when they have (1) completed an "official" 4-H 
member enrollment process prior to the established and 
published date for enrolling (2) turned in a completed 4-H 
project record sheet prior to the established and published 
date and (3) had an officially recognized 4-H leader/
extension educator verify the existence of the completed 
project or activity. Though exhibiting in local, county and 
state exhibits/fairs is not required for project completion, as it 
does not necessarily directly relate to content and skills 
learned in the development of the 4-H project, project exhibi-
tion is encouraged as a continuation of the educational expe-
rience. 
  Guidelines for Animal Exhibits: Each 4-H member shall 
own his/her 4-H exhibit. Ownership, personal possession, 
and regular care of the animal must be in effect on or before 
the county and state enrollment deadlines and continuously 
until after the 4-H show at the county and/or State Fair. 
 For 4-H breeding animals, family corporations and/or part-
nerships of 4-H members with one or more parents, siblings, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles or legal guardians are accepta-
ble. 
 For 4-H dairy cattle, family corporations and/or partner-
ships of the 4-H member with unrelated persons or dairy 
operations are also acceptable 
 Dairy heifers, horses, ponies and lamas may be leased 
subject to approval of both the county 4-H dairy, horse and 
pony, or lama committee and the respective county Exten-
sion Educator. 
 4-H animals exhibited after the animal enrollment deadline 
(April 1st for steers and May 15th for all other animals), at any 
show by anyone other than the person listed on the Indiana 4
-H animal enrollment form will not be eligible to be shown in 
the 4-H show at the Indiana State Fair. This term/condition 

does not apply to siblings and parents, who may show each 
other’s animals at any show during the year without jeopard-
izing State Fair eligibility, regardless of whether or not the 
sibling is a 4-H member. This policy applies to all 4-H animal 
projects. For animal projects without enrollment forms, the 
person who enters them in the Indiana State Fair 4-H Show 
is the equilivant of the enroller of the animals.  

4-H animals are expected to be in the possession and regu-
lar care of the 4-H member who owns/leases them (unless 
other arrangements have been agreed upon by the county 4-
H council) from the animal enrollment deadline until the con-
clusion of the county and/or state fair.  

 4-H animals purchased, sold or offered for sale after the 
animal enrollment deadline and prior to the Indiana State Fair 
(including animals that have gone through a “Premium 
Only Action”) shall not be eligible to be shown in the 4-H 
show at the Indiana State Fair. Sale of products of animals 
(milk, cheese, wool, etc.) in lieu of the animal are considered 
equilivant to a “Premium Only Auction”. 
 See Indiana State Fair terms and conditions for ownership 
guidelines. 
 
Safety Policy for Mini/Exploring 4-H Members: 
  The safety and well being of our 4-H youth is of the utmost 
importance. Although kindergarten is specified as the time 
when a child may begin participation in some 4-H events and 
activities, parents are encouraged to take into consideration 
their child's physical and mental development before agree-
ing to let the child begin to show, work with, or care for ani-
mals. Each child matures at a different rate, and children in 
grades K-2 may still be too young to begin showing, working 
with, or caring for animals. 
  The State 4-H Youth program at Purdue University has 
agreed to allow Mini/Exploring 4-H members in grades K-2, 
to participate in Non-Competitive animal projects subject to 
certain conditions. These conditions are specified below. 
Each county may determine its own NON-COMPETITIVE 
programs, classes, and participation requirements subject to 
the following safety guidelines. 
  "Mini/Exploring 4-H members, in grades K through 2, will be 
allowed to show, work with, or care for animal projects after 
their parent or legal guardian has signed a liability release. 
Mini/Exploring 4-H members may independently show, work 
with, or care for animals that weigh 300 pounds or less. Mini/
Exploring 4-H members may only show, work with, or care 
for animals over 300 pounds when they are assisted by a 
parent, legal guardian, or another adult designated in writing 
by parent or legal guardian." (The word assisted means that 
the adult has control of the animal at all times.)  
  Mini/Exploring 4-H members riding horses must wear ASTM 
or SEI standard Fll63 (or above) certified helmets whenever 
mounted. The parent/guardian is responsible to see that this 
specified headgear is properly fitted with the approved har-
ness in place and fastened whenever a rider is mounted. 
 If the guidelines stated in this policy are not followed for a 
particular event or activity, then such event or activity shall 



 

7 

not be considered to be  a 4-H event or activity and shall not 
be under the auspices of Extension 4-H educators or cov-
ered by Purdue University.  NOTE: In Allen County Mini 4-H 
Youth are NOT allowed to show or exhibit or otherwise han-
dle an animal in a show activity. Exception is Horse and Po-
ny following above guidelines. Refer to Allen County General 
4-H Rules #25. 
 

ALLEN COUNTY GENERAL 4-H RULES 
  1. Allen County's policy-making group for 4-H is the Allen 
County 4-H Board of Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. It functions 
under the Allen County Cooperative Extension Service 
Board. 
  2. 4-H ORGANIZED CLUB - A 4-H club in Allen County is 
defined as a group of young people in Kindergarten through 
Grade 12. Members must be in Kindergarten and not older 
than grade 12 within the current exhibition year. A variety of 
learning experiences should be provided since 4-H members 
represent different age levels and backgrounds. The follow-
ing types of clubs may be used to provide learning experi-
ences: 4-H Clubs that are organized in a community, neigh-
borhood, school district or clubs organized on a county basis. 
Any of these clubs may have single or multi-project interest. 
These 4-H clubs shall have the following characteristics: 
 1. Members enrolled in 4-H projects. 
 2. Regularly scheduled meetings. 
 3. Elected officers. 
 4. One or more Adult and/or Junior Leaders. 
 5. Culminating activity (at the local or county level) such as 
an exhibit of member's work or a demonstration of skills ac-
quired. 
 6. Five or more members. 
 3. MEMBERSHIP - The 4-H program opportunities are avail-
able to all Allen County youth, Kindergarten through Grade 
12 within the current exhibition year, without regard to race, 
color, sex, religion, national origin, age, martial status, paren-
tal status, sexual orientation or disability. Program Fees 
must accompany Enrollment Form to be eligible to en-
roll. Online enrollments must be paid online. 
4. In Allen County the Mini 4-H Program is available for youth 
who are in Kindergarten, First and Second grades. The Tra-
ditional Program is available for youth who are Third - 
Twelfth grades. Member will compete in a level according to 
school grade as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
  5. Married young men and women of 4-H age may partici-
pate in any of the 4-H projects and activities. However, mar-
ried persons must participate by the same rules and/or 
guidelines as unmarried participants. Membership in 4-H is 
gained by enrolling through the Allen County Extension Of-
fice. Each member should enroll in the division of a project 
that would best suit his/her interest and potential for personal 
growth and would enhance family involvement. 
 6. 4-H CLUB YEAR - 4-H Club Year - The 4-H Club Year is 
continuous and extends from one County Fair to the next. 
Enrollment must be completed by January 15 of each year. 
Livestock project deadlines may differ, so see individual 

project. 
 7. RESIDENCE - Youth living in one county may be a 4-H 
member in another county, if it is more convenient. 
 8. 4-H'ERS - Youth who participate in other Extension youth 
programs, 4-H in the Classroom, after school programs, etc. 
shall also be known as 4-H'ers. As such, they are eligible for 
any recognition or awards that are offered. 
 9. 4-H IN THE CLASSROOM - Classroom 4-H educational 
activities taught by school teachers using 4-H approved cur-
riculum are intended to enhance and enrich the classroom 
instruction. Lesson material varies each year and may be 
scheduled by contacting the Extension Office for availability. 
 10. 4-H'ers may exhibit in only one division of a project in a 
year. If you wish to write your own advanced division of a 
project, check with the Extension Office. 
 11. In projects with divisions (non-grade categories), 4-H’ers 
are to progress sequentially from Division 1-10. A completed 
division may not be repeated. If a division is skipped, 4-H’er 
may NOT go back and pick it up at a later time, but must 
advance to next higher division. 
 12. Non Livestock Exhibits A.) If judging is discovered to 
have been done improperly with regard to project rules, com-
mon sense and equity, a committee made up of the Judges 
Assistant, a 4-H Board Member, and a youth educator will 
make a decision of whether or not to have the project re-
judged. B.) If a project group desires to change its awards, 
they shall present a written request to the 4-H Award Com-
mittee at their fall meeting for consideration for the following 
year. C.) Consideration for receipt of all further awards will be 
given only to blue ribbon projects. All awards will be awarded 
according to the trophy policy. D.) If a 4-H exhibit does not 
meet the requirements, the exhibit will receive no higher than 
a red ribbon. E.) Unexcused late entries will be handled as 
follows; a) if the judge is still present the exhibit will be 
judged and marked down a grade; b) if the judge has left, 
the exhibit will receive a participation ribbon. F.) The 4-H 
Award Committee is responsible for reviewing all awards, 
updating the point system, selecting ribbons, awards, 
plaques, and trophies to be awarded throughout the year. G.) 
Every entry will receive a Blue, Red, White or Participation 
ribbon. 
Program Awards—Livestock Projects: 1. If the judging is 
discovered to have been done improperly with regard to 
project rules, common sense and equity, a committee made 
up of the Judges Assistant, a 4-H Board Member and a youth 
educator will make the decision of whether to have the pro-
ject rejudged. 2. If a project group desires to change its 
awards, they shall present a written request to the 4-H Award 
Committee at their fall meeting for consideration for the fol-
lowing year. 3. If a 4-H exhibit does not meet the require-
ments, the exhibit will not be considered for a champion, or a 
trophy. 4. The 4-H Awards Committee is responsible for re-
viewing all awards, updating the point system, selecting rib-
bons, awards, plaques and trophies to be awarded through-
out the year. 5. Every entry will receive a ribbon. 
 13. CHANGES - Recommendations for rules and/or project 
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changes must be made to the Rules committee at their Fall 
meeting. The 4-H Board will make final approval. 
 14. DISCLAIMER - Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. and the 4-H 
Board does not assume liability for loss or damage to any 
articles. 
 15. TROPHIES (Non-Livestock) All projects will be treated 
alike. Trophies will be awarded as follows: Each division will 
have a Champion and a Reserve Champion selected from 
the blue ribbon exhibits. Champion will receive a trophy and 
a rosette. Reserve Champion will receive a trophy and a 
rosette. Honor class rosettes will be given at the judge’s 
discretion. All trophies are awarded according to the above 
trophy policy. 
 16. TROPHIES – (Livestock, Horse & Pony, Cat and Dogs) 
Each Livestock Committee is responsible for working out 
what classes will have trophies available at the fair. All tro-
phies, even though available, are awarded at the discretion 
of the judge. 
 17. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE - Anyone wishing to file a 
grievance must use the following procedure for Allen County: 
  a. A grievance must be personally presented to the depart-
ment director, where the item or activity is being judged, 
within 24 hours for all exhibits and activities. In the event a 
grievance is presented after the judging has begun on the 
item or activity in question, the judge will proceed and the 
grievance will be handled as if the grievance were presented 
following the judging.  
  b. A grievance must be presented in writing and signed by 
the individual making the complaint. The person filing the 
grievance must complete the Grievance/Appeal Form. 
  c. A grievance on a 4-H project/activity must be filed and 
signed by the Allen County 4-H Club member or Leader ex-
hibiting in the project where the grievance is filed. 
  d. After the grievance has been filed, a member of the 
County Extension Service will assemble the 4-H Grievance 
committee. If the Extension Educator or Project Superinten-
dent/Chairperson is presented information, which involves 
filing a grievance, they may do so. 
  e. The initial 4-H Grievance Committee will consist of a 
representative of the following Allen County 4-H organiza-
tions: 
 i. Director of 4-H Clubs, Inc. - Male 
 ii. Director of 4-H Clubs, Inc. - Female 
 iii. Director of 4-H Clubs, Inc. - At-Large 
 iv. 4-H Community Club Leader 
 v. 4-H Project Leader 
  f. The 4-H Grievance Committee will respond to the 4-H’ers 
complaint in writing within 3 (three) working days. 
  g. A quorum of at least 4 of the Grievance Committee must 
be present for a vote to be taken. 
  h. If the person who filed the Grievance does not agree with 
the decision of the Grievance Committee, they may appeal 
the decision to the Allen County 4-H Board within two weeks 
of the announcement of Grievance Committee's decision. 
  i. The Allen County 4-H Board would then have an addition-
al two weeks to respond to the grievance. 

  j. If the person who filed the Grievance does not agree with 
the decision of the Allen County 4-H Board, they may appeal 
the decision to the Allen County Extension Board within one 
month of the announcement of the Allen County 4-H Board's 
decision. 
  k. The Allen County Extension Board would then respond to 
the grievance according to their guidelines. This is the final 
level in the appeal process. 
NON-LIVESTOCK PROJECTS: 
 18. Non-animal exhibits must have been completed since 
the last project entry date of the previous county fair. 
 19. Project books and/or record sheets are to be filled in and 
signed by the leader or project helper and brought to the 
project judging. The exception is June 30 Manuals which are 
stated in those projects. The judge’s assistant must check all 
of the records and point out incomplete ones to the judge. 
Before a trophy or state fair exhibit is awarded, the judge is 
to check the record and/or book to see that it is complete; if 
incomplete the exhibit will not be considered for a trophy or 
state fair exhibit. 
 20. POSTER RULE - All poster exhibits are 22" x 28" with 
28" being the bottom and top measurements (horizontal) 
unless otherwise specified in the project rules book. The 
poster board is mounted on stiff cardboard, pegboard or 
wood the same size as the poster, 1/4" or less in thickness. 
Clear plastic must cover the poster. Poster covers may be 
purchased at the Extension Office. 
 21. LABEL RULE - A 2" x 4" label is to be firmly attached to 
ALL exhibits. On Poster projects the label is placed in the 
lower right hand corner showing name, club, current grade 
and division/level. Multiple items in exhibit are each required 
to have a Label. 
 22. The judges assis-

tant has the option to move an exhibit and place it into the 
correct division. 
 23. Interactive Demonstrations – All Interactive Demon-
strations will be critiqued only (not judged) and receive a 
participation ribbon. All members may participate in Interac-
tive Demonstration in any project they complete during the 
current exhibit year. Members will be expected to perform 
their Interactive Demonstrations during designated times 
during the County Fair. Interactive Demonstrations are eligi-
ble to advance to the Indiana State Fair. 

    

Name:  Kelly Clover 

Club:  Green Clover 4-H Club 

Current Grade: __Grade 4 

Division/Level: Weather – Level 2 

SAMPLE NAME LABEL 
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24.. May 15 is the “Add/Drop” project deadline for all 
4hOnline changes across the state of Indiana. 
25. For non-livestock projects, any other circumstances will 
be reviewed on a case by case basis by the 4-H Board. 
 
LIVESTOCK PROEJCTS: 
 26. All livestock projects will follow the Indiana State Fair 
rules except for county exceptions mentioned in each project. 
STATE FAIR NOTE - To be eligible for State Fair competition 
in sheep, swine, poultry, rabbit, dog, cat, horse & pony, dairy 
beef, dairy, lama and goat, enrollment must be completed 
online by May 15 deadline. 
 27. To be eligible to show or exhibit in the ring or otherwise 
handle an animal in a show activity as a part of the 4-H pro-
gram, the child must be enrolled in at least third grade and at 
least 8 years of age.  
 28. If required, all animal health papers presented at fair 
check in must list exhibitor’s name, the 4-H’ers and an imme-
diate family member’s name, or the 4-H’ers and the family 
name. (Ex. John Smith & Sons, Jane Smith & Sons &  
Daughters, John Smith & Family) 
 29. OWNERSHIP RULE - All livestock (except Dairy Cattle, 
Lama and Horse & Pony) must be registered in the 4-H'ers 
name, the 4-H'er and an immediate family member's name, 
or the 4-H'ers and the family's name; or as (1) John Smith & 
Sons (2) Jane Smith & Sons & Daughters (3) John Smith & 
Family. No animal may be owned jointly with the 4-H'er by 
anyone outside the immediate family. Immediate family in-
cludes: father, mother, brother, sister, stepfather, stepmoth-
er, stepsister and stepbrother. (Livestock Exhibition oppor-
tunity members are exempt.) 
 30. 4-H animals exhibited after the animal enrollment dead-
line, under a different name than the person listed on the 
Indiana 4-H animal enrollment form shall not be eligible to be 
shown in the county 4-H show. This term/condition does not 
apply to siblings or parents, who may show each other’s 
animals at any open show during the year without jeopardiz-
ing County eligibility, regardless of whether or not the sibling 
is a 4-H member. 
 31. An animal shown at the Allen County 4-H exhibition must 
not have been and/or shall not be allowed to be shown at 
any other county 4-H exhibition within the calendar year. 
 32. FAIR EXERCISE – To better accommodate the general 
public; 4-H Livestock/Horse exhibitors at the county fair are 
required to exercise their animals in designated exercise 
areas only. Members should do so only in the morning be-
tween 6:00-11:00 a.m. or between 10:00-11:00 p.m. Swine 
exhibitors will have a separate designated area and will be 
allowed to exercise their swine at anytime there is not anoth-
er livestock show going on in the Show Barn. 
 33. OVERNIGHT-STAY REGULATIONS - Up to 5 4-H'ers 
may stay overnight at the Fair per species for every adult 
from that species who stays. 4-H'er must have an animal 
exhibit at the fair. 4-H'ers staying will be responsible for 
sweeping all aisle ways, picking up trash in and around the 
seating area and any other duties assigned by the adult in 

charge. Only approved 4-H members and adult parent/ 
guardian/4-H leaders will be permitted in the 4-H livestock 
areas during the Fair from midnight to 6:00 a.m. 4-H'ers may 
obtain approval by submitting a parent/guardian signed per-
mission slip by 4:00 p.m. each day. The number of 4-H mem-
bers staying will be determined on a first come basis, de-
pendent on the number of adults staying. Proper identifica-
tion must be visible between midnight and 6:00 a.m. Quiet 
time will be between midnight and 6:00 a.m. One adult chap-
erone per specie must stay every night. Names of adults 
staying must be submitted to the Youth Educator by the first 
night of the fair. Adults must be at least 21 years of age. 
Failure to abide by any and all 4-H policies will ALSO cause 
forfeiture of current years' prizes, awards, recognition and 
the privilege to participate in the livestock auction. Members 
will be given due process to have their special circumstances 
reviewed by Allen County 4-H Clubs, Inc. 
 34. AUCTION - A livestock auction will be held following the 
end of all 4-H Livestock shows at the fair. Members will be 
allowed to sell through the auction ring a maximum of two 
projects. 4-H members are encouraged to contact as many 
potential buyers as they feel necessary. Normal market fees, 
shipping and handling will be assessed and a $15.00 flat fee 
for all species of the auction total for buyer appreciation. 
Auction checks must be cashed within 60 days of the sale. 
Members must designate their intentions for each animal 
within two hours of the completion of the specie livestock 
show. The conclusion of the show is defined as being that 
time when all classes, including showmanship, have been 
completed. Failure to designate intentions for each project 
will result in loss of the right to sell the animals through 4-H, 
whether it is auction or consignment. Any animals not 
assigned a destination by the owner will therefore be taken 
home at the regularly scheduled release time. Member may 
later request removal of an animal from the auction list if they 
desire to auction an alternate project. 
 35. Exhibits brought for judging MUST remain until the 
scheduled release. If removed before being judged they 
cannot be returned to the Fair for judging. Early removal after 
being judged will result in the loss of awards in that project 
and the exhibitor’s ineligibility to compete in that project in 
the following year. 
 36. 4-H market animals shall not contain any foreign sub-
stance including: drugs, steroids, or chemicals greater than 
those standards established by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) or the Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) as permissible for sale for consumption as 
human food both on day of show and at harvest. 
37. Prior to administration, if a 4-H animal exhibit requires 
medical treatment for sickness during the Allen County Fair, 
the exhibitor shall document the treatment plan and with-
drawal time to the Livestock Specie Committee on forms 
provided. Treatment shall be administered in the presence of 
a livestock executive committee member or their designee. 
Treatment for lameness and/or unsoundness cases is not 
permitted. 
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38. Show Attire is long pants, closed heel and toe shoe, 
tucked in shirt with capped sleeve. See specific species for 
additional expectations. Volunteers working livestock show 
should comply with 4-H’ers show attire. 
39. Any other extenuating circumstances will be reviewed on 
a case by case basis by that specie executive committee. 
 
 

 
ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIRMENTS FOR EXHIBITION OF 

 DOMESTIC ANIMALS IN INDIANA 
 
For a copy of the Animal Health Requirements for Exhibi-
tion – contact the State Board of Animal Health. Their web 
address is: www.in.gov/boah. Note that Premise ID’s are 
expected for all cattle, goats, sheep and swine. That infor-
mation is also located at the State Board of Animal Health 
website. The telephone number for the State Office is 1-877-
747-3038. 
 
 

4-H PROJECTS 

 

Aerospace/Rocketry 
 

ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Aerospace activity manual. A completed and 
signed Aerospace/Rocketry Record Sheet must accompany 
exhibit at check in. 
 
ALL LEVELS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster 
Rule & Label Rule. No “Ready to Fly” or E2X rockets are 
acceptable in the 4-H Aerospace project. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Exhibit Requirements: 
Level 1 - Grades 3, 4, 5 - Exhibit a rocket of your choice, 
Estes Skills Level 1, 2, 3 or comparable difficulty OR poster 
or display board on any topic in the manual (i.e. construct a 
paper airplane with a poster board explaining why you de-
signed it the way you did). Item must be displayed without 
engine. 
Level 2 - Grades 6, 7, 8 - Exhibit a Rocket or other aerody-
namic object of your choice, Estes Skills Level 2, 3, 4 or 
comparable difficulty OR poster or display board on any topic 
in the manual (i.e. glider plane with poster explaining design). 

Item must be displayed without engine. 
Level 3 - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 - Exhibit a rocket of your 
choice, Box kite or other aerodynamic object of your choice 
which illustrates principles of flight OR poster or display 
board on any topic in the manual (i.e. box kite with poster 
explanation). Note: Rockets must be a skill level 2 or higher. 
Item must be displayed without engine. 

 
 

Aquatic Science 
(No State Fair exhibit) 

 
Exhibit Options: 4-H’ers may choose one or both op-
tions. 
  1. Exhibit Aquarium and Live Fish 
  2. Educational Poster 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 1 
activity in the Aquatic Science Activities packet AND design 
and conduct 1 Aquatic Science experiment of the member’s 
choice. A completed and signed Aquatic Science Record 
Sheet must accompany exhibit at project check in. A sepa-
rate completed and signed record sheet must be turned in 
with both the live exhibit and the poster exhibit. See Allen 
County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
You must have cared for your fish a minimum of 30 days. 
 
LEVEL 1 - Grades 3, 4, 5 - EXHIBIT – (1) One to five (1 to 
5) fish appropriate to the size of your aquarium. Aquarium 
must not exceed 15 gallons in size. Plants, gravel and lights 
are optional. Pairs of fish should be about the same size. If 
you have a large fish, you may exhibit just one fish; and/or 
(2) an educational poster. 
LEVEL 2 - Grades 6, 7, 8 - EXHIBIT – (1) A community 
aquarium with the number of fish, proportional to tank size. 
Standard aquarium structure, not to exceed 15 gallons. Grav-
el, background, live plants and lighting are required; and/or 
(2) an educational poster. 
LEVEL 3 - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 - EXHIBIT – (1) A communi-
ty aquarium with the number of fish, proportional to tank size. 
Standard aquarium structure, not to exceed 15 gallons. Grav-
el, background, live plants and lighting are required; and/or 
(2) an educational poster.  
 
 

http://www.in.gov/boah
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Arts and Crafts 
 

* Disclaimer See 4-H Project Rules. 
 
ALL LEVELS in All Crafts: (1) See Allen County General    
4-H Rules: Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Craft 
Record Sheet must accompany each exhibit. 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
BASIC CRAFTS 
Any craft not included in fine arts, models or needlecraft is 
considered a basic craft. Hooked rugs, machine quilting, 
Latch Hook, Arm Knitting/Crocheting are basic crafts. Plastic 
canvas is considered a Basic Craft category. Kits may be 
used without penalty. See project sheet for examples. 
 
EXHIBIT - Each 4-H'er may enter up to three (3) different 
project exhibits as long as they are all a different type of 
craft. An exhibit will consist of (1) One article, a related set, 
or a pair. 
  
FINE ARTS 
Only these mediums will be accepted in fine arts: oil, char-
coal, pastels, ink, pencil, acrylic or water color on canvas, 
canvas board or paper, framed as a picture and prepared for 
hanging. Canvas art on a wooden frame is considered pre-
pared for hanging provided that frame has a hanger. 
 
EXHIBIT - Each 4-H'er may enter a maximum of three (3) 
different project exhibits as long as they are all a different 
medium. An exhibit will consist of: (1) One picture that is 
framed with a hanging device on back. 
 
MODELS 
The definition of a model is a "to-scale-replica." Examples 
include boats, cars, trains, rockets, airplanes, furniture, build-
ings, doll houses, etc. Kits may be used without penalty. NO 
Die Cast Models are allowed. 
 
EXHIBIT - Each 4-H’ers may enter a maximum of three (3) 
different project exhibits as long as they are all a different 
material. An exhibit will consist of: (1) Your best constructed 
model. The model must be displayed on some type of display 
board for stability and security.  
 
NEEDLECRAFT 
Only these crafts will be accepted in needlecraft: knitting, 
embroidery, crocheting, needlepoint, crewel, candle wicking, 
chicken scratching, hand quilting, tatting, huck embroidery, 
hemstitching,; also pulled, drawn and counted thread work 
and punch needle works. Does not include latch hook, plastic 
canvas, machine knitting, machine quilting or arm knitting/
crocheting. 
 

EXHIBIT - Each 4-H'er may enter a maximum of three (3) 
different project exhibits as long as they are all a different 
type of needlecraft. An exhibit will consist of: (1) One article, 
a pair or a set. 
 
 

Barbecue 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 

 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Rec-
ord Sheet must accompany each exhibit. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 - Barbecue four (4) or more times. 
Exhibit: (1) Poster showing you barbecuing. (2) The poster 
must display a menu.  
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 - Barbecue six (6) or more times. At 
least two (2) of the times you need to barbecue with different 
types of meats/entrees. 
Exhibit: (1) Exhibit a 22 x 28 inch poster showing you barbe-
cuing only one type of meat or entrée. The poster must dis-
play a menu.  
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 - Barbecue eight (8) or more 
times. At least one (1) time prepare a barbeque for 5 or more 
people. Also, at least one (1) time barbecue from two (2) of 
the following options: a) grilled fruits; b) grilled vegetables; c) 
grilled breads/pastries; d) grilled desserts; e) grilled meat/
entrée. Exhibit: (1) Exhibit a 22 x 28 inch poster showing 
you barbecuing at least 2 of the following options grilled 
fruits, grilled vegetables, grilled breads/pastries, grilled des-
serts or grilled meat/entrée. The poster must display a menu 
including at least 2 of the grilled options. 
   
BARBECUE CONTEST: (OPTIONAL) You must be enrolled 
and complete the Barbecue project to enter the Barbecue 
Contest. You must provide your own equipment and meat/
entree. At the Barbecue Contest any meat/entrée may be 
barbecued. Degree of difficulty will be considered in judging. 
 

 
Beef 

 
1. Beef members will follow the State Fair rules except for 
county exceptions mentioned here. Any questions not cov-
ered by these rules shall be referred to the Beef Committee. 
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2. Ownership and possession of calves is to be no later than 
the County Weigh-In date (see General 4-H Rules). It must 
be shown by member listed on the enrollment. In case of 
sickness, owner may have calf shown by a substitute 4-H 
member with prior committee approval.  
3. ALL Cattle you intend to show at the Allen County Fair 
MUST be brought to the County Weigh In, for identification 
and enrollment. All animals will be tagged with a County 4-H 
Tag and RFID tag. Exception: Cow/calf, Junior Heifer (born 
after January 1 of show year) and Feeder Steer need not 
come to the County Weigh In. For County Fair – cow/calf, 
feeder steers, and junior heifers (born after Jan 1 of show 
year) – will not be required to submit an identification form 
prior to the fair. For State Fair – Junior Heifers must be iden-
tified and enrolled by May 15. 
4. All Beef animals (steers and heifers) shown at the Allen 
County Fair must meet Indiana State Fair breed require-
ments. Animal registration papers will be required for all 
breeds as determined by the State Fair. Tattoos and registra-
tion papers will be checked by the beef committee. 
5. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity 
sheets will be due on the first Extension Office working day 
following June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incom-
plete, will result in the loss of eligibility for showmanship and 
member will receive a participation ribbon for the project. 
Late activity sheets must be received by the end of check in. 
Members not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligi-
ble to show. The Beef committee may recognize up to three 
members in each level for outstanding work with their Activity 
Sheets. Activity sheets will be done according to the follow-
ing grades, as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
6. Completed Animal Record sheets will be due by June 30 
with Activity Sheets.  
7. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with and all health 
papers checked by either the State Veterinarian or a repre-
sentative before unloading. Health papers should be listed in 
the 4-Her’s name, the 4-Her’s and an immediate family mem-
ber’s name, or the 4-Her’s and the family name. (Ex. John 
Smith & Sons, Jane Smith & Sons and Daughters, John 
Smith and Family). For Health rules, see previous rules. 
State inspectors have authority to inspect animal thoroughly, 
and their decisions are final. 
8. Sale order at the auction will be Grand Champion Market, 
Reserve Grand Champion Market, Champion Rate of Gain, 
Breed Champions (in order of level of class competition, ties 
broken alphabetically), Reserve Champion Rate of Gain, 
Reserve Breed Champions (same order as Champs). 
9. Class trophies will be decided by the beef committee and 
submitted to the Awards Committee prior to fall meeting. 

10.  A Leader’s Special Award will be given at the auction. 
11. In the event of the death of a steer or heifer, members 
must call the beef chairperson immediately to determine 
eligibility for show. 
12. No artificial filling of any beef animals will be allowed at 
any time while at the Allen County Fair. 
13. During the Allen County Fair, 4-H beef exhibitor may 
receive clipping and grooming assistance from a current 
Allen County 4-H Leader or another current Indiana 4-H 
member. In addition, you may receive assistance from mem-
bers of their family who are no more than 2 generations re-
moved from the exhibitor. No unethical fitting/grooming prac-
tices will be allowed. Refer to the State Fair Fraud & Decep-
tion rules. 
14. All cattle should be double-tied while not attended to in 
the Barn or tie-out area. 
15. Use of generators is only permitted on show day. If used, 
it must be at least 25 feet away from any wash rack and/or 
show barn. 
16. All cattle must be in the cattle barn from 8:00 a.m. until at 
least 7:00 p.m. Cattle will be allowed to go to tie outs or their 
trailer after 7:00 p.m. 
17. Only ONE fan per animal will be allowed while stalled in 
the barn. 
 
BREEDING HEIFERS 
1. Classes at the County Fair are determined at weigh-in and 
will follow Indiana State Fair Heifer Age Class guidelines. 
2. Prior to the County Fair weigh-in, all beef females 
(yearling calves, cows, and market heifers) are required to 
have a legible tattoo or permanent metal vet issued tag in 
it’s ear. Plastic tags are not considered acceptable. 
3. Purebred heifers will be shown by breed and age. Cross-
bred heifer classes will be divided by hip height. 
4. It is recommended that all heifers be calfhood vaccinated 
to show. 
 
COW/CALF CLASS 
1. A beef female too old to show in a heifer class and exhibit-
ed by the exhibiter in a 4-H Heifer Class previously at the 
Fair is eligible to be shown by the member and/or sibling in 
the Beef Cow/Calf Class. The cow and her calf will be judged 
as a pair.  
2. Exhibitor may make no more than 2 cow/calf entries.  
3. Additional show ring assistance must be a current Allen 
County 4-H member.  
4. Champion Cow/Calf will show with Champion Breed Heif-
ers for Overall Grand Champion Female. 
5. Calf can only be showed as Cow/Calf. Not eligible for Jun-
ior Heifer exhibit. 
 
STEERS 
1. Steers are suggested to have been calved after January 1 
of the previous year. 
2. A class will be offered for steers bred, born and raised in 
Allen County. Class winner would show for overall Steer 
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awards. Steers can be of any breed, including crossbred and 
will be shown by weight. Steers shown in this class would be 
ineligible to show in other steer breed classes. 
3. Calves will be shown by weight and breed at the County 
Fair. There will be purebred classes and a crossbred class. 
Classes of nearly equal size will be set up at the Fair follow-
ing the weighing of all animals. Calves shall be weighed one 
time only to establish class weight. NO practice or pre-weigh 
or weigh-backs will be allowed. Weight class for show will be 
determined by this weight. 
4. Steers will be judged as market animals. Ribbons will be 
awarded upon placing of steers. 
5. All steers must be dehorned. 
6. Grand Champion Market will be selected from breed, mar-
ket heifers, All Other Breeds, and crossbred steer champi-
ons. 
7. Only ONE bovine (calf) can be offered for auction.  
8. If a member wishes to show their steer at State Fair, it 
cannot be sold through auction. 
 
MARKET HEIFERS 
1. Calves will be shown by weight only at the County Fair. 
Classes of nearly equal size will be set up at the Fair follow-
ing weighing of all animals. 
2. Heifers are suggested to have been calved after January 1 
of the previous year. 
3. No heifer can compete in both the Market Heifer Class and 
the Breeding Heifer Class. 
4. Calves will be judged as market animals. Ribbons will be 
awarded upon placing calves. 
5. Only ONE bovine (calf) may be offered for auction. 
6. Market Heifers are eligible to compete for the Rate-of-Gain 
trophy. 
7. Market Heifers are not a State Fair class. 
 
 
JUNIOR HEIFER  
1. All Heifer Calves born after January 1 of exhibition year 
will be shown as Junior Heifer only. 
2. All Junior Heifers will be shown by weight. 
3. Calves will not be eligible to compete in Breeding Heifer  

Classes/awards 
4. Calves must be dehorned before arrival at the fair 
5. Calves must be weaned from their dam/cow 
6. Showmanship participants will show in their respective age 

group in the regular beef show 
7. All calves are expected to be lead/shown by halter. 
8. Animal must be  identified in 4honline by May 15. 
  
FEEDER CALF 
1. Calves need to be born on or after January 1 of exhibition 
year. 
2. Class is open to beef steer calves only. 
3. Champion beef feeder calf will not be eligible to compete 
for Overall Grand Champion Market Animal. 

4. Weight will be determined at fair beef weigh-in. Classes 
will be shown by weight and divided as needed. 
5. All calves must be dehorned before arriving at the fair. 
6. Calves may not be accompanied by their nurse cow.  
7. Showmanship participants will show in their respective age 
groups in the regular beef show. There will be no separate 
showmanship classes for beef feeder calf exhibitors only. 
8. All calves are expected to be able to be lead/shown by 
halter. 
9. All state and federal health regulations apply. 
10. Beef feeder calves will be appraised by a qualified cattle 
buyer along with the market beef animals to determine mar-
ket value. 
11. Exhibitor may auction or consign animal. All auction rules 
apply - only 2 sales per person and one per project - can not 
sell both a market steer and feeder steer. 
12. The upper weight limit is 650 pounds. Calves weighing 
over 650 pounds are eligible for participation ribbon only.  
 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Sen-
ior, previous Senior and previous Master Showman win-
ners. (See Showman of Showmen). 
Once an exhibitor has won a division, they must compete in 
the next higher division the following year. Senior division 
winners MAY NOT compete for the senior division showman 
again. 
 
 

Beekeeping 
 
ALL DIVISIONS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Post-
er Rule & Label Rule. 
There are no age specifications for beekeeping exhibits.  
No bee hives may be brought to the County or State Fair.  
Honey water content will be measured at the State Fair. 
Fill level: the honey should be filled to the jar shoulder, not 
over, nor under . 
Chunk honey should go in a wide-mouth jar, preferably one 
specially made for chunk honey (see beekeeping catalogs).  
Be careful to distinguish "chunk honey"(comb in jar) from "cut 
comb" (comb only in box).  
Honey (including chunk, cut comb and comb) must be col-
lected since the previous county fair.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
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to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
For Posters: Choose one of the topics listed below, appro-
priate for your grade in school, and use that topic for your 
exhibit title, so the judges know which activity you completed. 
You can also use a creative sub-title if you wish.  
 
DIVISION I - (may do 1-2 years) Exhibit (1) poster on one of 
the following: (a) Flowers Used to Make Honey; Pressed 
flowers of ten (10) different Indiana plants that bees use for 
making honey. Label the pressed flowers, including their 
names, where they are found, and their blooming dates or (b) 
Uses of honey and beeswax, or (c) Setting up a bee hive, or 
(d) Safe handling of bees. A Completed and signed book 
must accompany exhibit. 
DIVISION II - (may do 1-2 years) Exhibit one of the following: 
(a) Extracted honey -2 one lb jars, shown in glass or clear 
plastic, screw-top jars holding 1 pound of honey each; or (b) 
Chunk honey (comb in jar) - 2 one lb jars (wide mouth glass 
or clear plastic; or (c) Cut-comb honey -2 one lb boxes 
(These are usually 4 1/2" x 4 1/2"); or d) Working with Honey 
Bees: Present a topic from your manual to teach fairgoers 
about working with honey bees. Use your knowledge and 
creativity to display information on a poster or in a notebook. 
A completed and signed book must accompany exhibit. 
DIVISION III AND ABOVE - (may do multiple years) Exhibit 
consists of a display of 2 of the 4 kinds of honey listed below: 
(a) Extracted honey - 2 one lb jars (glass or clear plastic); or 
(b) Chunk honey (comb in jar) - 2 one lb jars (wide mouth 
glass or clear plastic); or (c) Cut-comb honey - 2 one lb box-
es; (These are usually 4 1/2" x 4 1/2"); or (d) Comb honey - 2 
sections of comb honey (honey built by bees in frames of 
wood commonly called “sections”. (Boxes are usually about 4 
1/2" x 4 1/2" in size); or (e) Prepare an educational display 
about honeybees or beekeeping. A completed and signed 
book must accompany exhibit. 
INDPENDENT STUDY:  Grades 9-12  
Advanced topic - Learn all you can about a beekeeping topic 
and present it on a poster. Include a short manuscript, pic-
tures, graphs, and list the works cited to describe what you 
did and what you learned. Title your poster, "Advanced Bee-
keeping - Independent Study."  
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a 
younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Beekeeping - Mentor." 
 
 

 
 
 

Berries 
(No State Fair exhibit) 

 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9,10,11,12 
 
ALL LEVELS: Plant a minimum of 6 small fruit bearing 
plants such as strawberry in a single container or minimum of 
3 fruit bearing shrub plants such as blueberry or raspberry in 
separate containers (minimum 1 gallon, maximum 5 gallon 
containers for shrubs). Take pictures while working with your 
plants. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
EXHIBIT: one (1) container of the plant(s) you have planted 
and cared for at least 2 months and identify the variety. A 
completed berry sheet will be turned in at judging. You must 
attach at least one picture of you planting or caring for your 
berry plants.  
 
 

Bicycle 
(No State Fair Exhibit. Bicycle rodeo at State Fair only) 

 
ALL LEVELS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule. 
  
LEVELS 1 & 2 - 4-H member is required to complete 2 activi-
ties in the Bicycle Activity manual  
 
Level 1 – Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2 – Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3 – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 (No Manual for Level 3) 
  
ALL LEVELS: All riders must take at least two bicycle rides 
and report them on their record sheet.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
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public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
EXHIBIT: (1) A poster covering topic as outlined in the man-
ual. (see Allen County General 4-H Rules Poster Rule & 
Label Rule. (2) A completed and signed Bicycle Record 
Sheet must accompany exhibit. 
 
BICYCLE RODEO (Optional): You must be enrolled and 
complete the Bicycle Project to enter the Bicycle Rodeo. 
 
 

Cake Decorating 
 

You can be a Beginner regardless of grade for one year and 
an Intermediate for one year. Techniques must be limited to 
those listed under the division classification.  
 
All Levels: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule, (2) A completed and signed Record Sheet must ac-
company exhibit. Specific techniques are required for each 
division classification. Use the number of techniques as listed 
under the individual division. ALL CAKES exhibited with 
more advanced techniques than those listed will be scored 
down and WILL NOT be eligible for a Merit Ribbon. All BE-
GINNER AND INTERMEDIATE CAKES must be on a triple 
thick (approx. 3/8") cake board that is three (3) inches larger 
than the cake, covered neatly and well taped underneath (8" 
cake + 3" = 11" cake board). To support the weight of a real 
cake, all ADVANCED CAKES must be on one-half inch thick 
cake drum or stacked cake boards that are four (4) inches 
larger than the base cake (10" cake + 4" = 14" cake board). 
The upper tier plate and sizes will vary. Tiered cakes may be 
exhibited only in the Advanced Division and must be assem-
bled as if they were real.  
 
All exhibits must have a Cake Decorating Exhibit Skills Card 
attached to the cake board listing the categories and tips 
used in your exhibit. Cut-up cakes and stacked or tiered 
cakes must also have a diagram on the card showing how 
the cake project was assembled (i.e. cake sizes, dowel rods, 
separator plates, etc.). Complete the Cake Decorating Exhib-
it Skills Card as it instructs checking the category completed, 
including the skill(s) exhibited and record the tip(s) used in 
making your exhibit. 
 
NOTE: Royal icing is not required, but is highly recommend-
ed on State Fair Exhibits to increase stability while being 
transported to the fair.  
 
WSDC = The Wilton School Cake Decorating – A Reference 
and Idea Book. The reference book is available at your local 
County Extension Office or at local cake decorating supply 
stores. 
 

Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 – Exhibit - Decorate and exhibit one 
(1) round or square 8"x2"; 8"x3"; 9"x2" or 9"x 3” cake dummy 
(Styrofoam or foam) OR single layer cake,  that has at least 
one (1) technique from three (3) different categories as listed 
in Categories (a) through (g). (Example-a star top and bottom 
Border with a swirled Drop Flower With a Center and sim-
ple Leaves.) No character or shaped pans. 
 
Category a) Basic Borders - (a top and a bottom border is 
required) Dots, Balls, Stars, Rosettes, (not the flower) Shells 
or Zigzag. (Each border should be of one color only).  
Category b) Message - PRINTED, may use round or star 
tips. Category c) Drop Flower with Center -Star drop or 
Swirl drop, pg 27 of WSDC. 
Category d) Leaves - Simple and usually attached to flowers. 
Category e) Sugar Molds - Simple, one color, no more than 
two different shapes (one color per mold). 
Category f) Star-Filled Pattern -outlining optional. 
Category g) Side Decorations - for 2nd year cake decorator 
and above - Dots or Stars ONLY, one tip only; cannot be 
combined into shapes, such as flowers, etc. 
A Cake Decorating Exhibit Skills Card (4-H 710Eb-W for 
Beginner Level) is to be attached to each Cake Decorat-
ing exhibit for judging. Card is available from the 4-H 
website www.four-h.purdue.edu or your county Exten-
sion office. Complete the exhibit card as it instructs 
checking the category completed, circling the skill(s) 
exhibited and record the tip(s) used in making your ex-
hibit. 
 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 – Exhibit: Decorate and Exhibit one 
of the Following: One (1) cake dummy (Styrofoam or foam) 
OR one (1) real cake from the following size options ONLY: 
SINGLE LAYER OPTIONS = 9"x13"x2"; 9"x13"x3"; 10"x2"; 
12"x2" or DOUBLE LAYER OPTIONS = 8"x4"; 9"x4". You 
may choose to decorate a character pan, OR a 3-D cake 
(made in a two-piece cake pan and exhibited on a cake 
board not a cake.), OR a cut-up cake from either the round, 
square, heart, rectangles or heart basic shape(s). You will 
cut cake(s) into three or more pieces and assemble to form a 
"NEW SHAPE" (Example-a butterfly). The "NEW SHAPE" is 
to be exhibited only on a suitably-thick cake board not on 
another cake. The cake board should match or be approxi-
mate shape of the finished cake (i.e. heart cakes should be 
placed on a heart-shaped cake board) 
Your exhibit must show at least one (1) technique from four 
(4) different categories as listed (a) through (i). [Example-a 
Figure-piped clown (a) with a Written Message (e) add a 
reverse shell top and bottom Border (c) and with a Color-
striped (f) clown suit, flower, border, side decoration, or 
message.] Additional techniques mastered in the Beginners 
Division may be added.  
Category a) Figure Piping - Clowns, People, Animals, etc.. 
Category b) Flowers (made on a flat surface, not on a 
flower nail; stem or vine are optional) - Sweet Peas, 
Rosebuds, Half Carnation (pg. 56 of WSDC), Half Roses and 

http://www.four-h.purdue.edu
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the Rosette Flower, which requires a center (pg 30 of 
WSDC).  
Category c) Borders (Use one tip per border)- Reverse 
Shells, Grass, Ruffles, Puffs, Zigzag. You may have a differ-
ent base border than your top border, when using two bor-
ders. 
 
Category d) Side Decorations - only use: Scrolls, Reverse 
Shell, "C" Scroll or Fleur-de-lis, Zigzag Garland or Zigzag 
puff using one tip only. 
Category e) Message - Written NOT printed, may use round 
or star tips. 
Category f) Color Striping - Stripe bag with colored icing, 
gel or paste food color.  
Category g) Transparent/Piping Gel - Use for water or 
accents. See additional resources for directions and ideas. 
Category h) Sugar Molds - Two or more colors in same 
mold; more than one mold design may be used. 
Category i) Other Techniques - May add bows and ribbons 
in a top design only (i.e. floral spray, animal or person). 
A Cake Decorating Exhibit Skills Card (4-H 710Ei-W for 
Intermediate Level), is to be attached to each Cake Deco-
rating exhibit for judging. These exhibit cards are availa-
ble from the 4-H website www.four-h.purdue.edu or your 
county Extension office. Complete the exhibit card as it 
instructs checking the category completed, circling the 
skill(s) exhibited and record the tip(s) used in making 
your exhibit. 
NOTE: Character pan decorating, you must adapt the cate-
gory requirements to the pan design to meet cake decorating 
requirements. 
 
Level 3: Grades 9-12 – Exhibit: Decorate and exhibit any 
cake or cake dummy that is single, tiered, multi-dimensional, 
sculptured, or a doll mold, using at least one (1) technique 
from five (5) different categories, three (3) must come from 
the advanced categories listed (a) through (i), other two may 
come from previous levels to fulfill advanced level of five 
techniques. All base cake boards that sit on the table must 
be ½” thick to support the weight of the cake, covered well, 
taped securely and four (4) inches larger than the cake you 
put on it (10”cake + 4” = 14” cake board). Assemble all 
cakes/dummies as though they were a real cake and attach 
a diagram showing how it was assembled. (i.e. dowel rod 
placement, proper size plates, etc.) and the five or more 
techniques used.  
Category a) Nail Flower - Daffodils, Violets, Lily, Bluebells, 
Daises, Chrysanthemums, Roses, Wild Flowers, etc. 
Category b) Fancy Borders - Ruffled Garland and Reverse 
Shells, Shell and Flute, Puff and Flower, Zigzag Garland and 
String Work or Other Border Combinations. 
Category c) Design Techniques - Basket Weave, String 
Work, Lattice Work, Cornelli and other Laces, Wired Flowers 
and Leaves, etc. 
Category d) Color Flow - (also known as run sugar) See 
page 89 of WSDC for method. 

Category e) Fondant Icings - Try Chocopan or use RTR 
(Ready-To-Roll) or make your own to cover the cake as icing 
or to make decoration items. 
Category f) Gum Paste or Sugar Paste - Try ready-made 
or make your own.  
Category g) Sculptured Cakes - Same or different size 
layers of cake that are stacked together, then cut and con-
toured to make one uniform shape such as a turkey or sea-
shell.  
Category h) New and Improved Techniques & Methods – 
Use a new method, such as sugarveil, marzipan, luster dust, 
brush embroidery, pastillage, airbrushing, painting on fon-
dant, etc. Bring your book, reference source or a photocopy 
to show the judge the selected new/ improved technique. 
Category i) Chocolate Molding or Candy Clay – This is a 
heat sensitive category that may or may not work for your 
county Fair. 
 
Attach the Advanced Level Cake Decorating Exhibit Skills 
Card (4-H 710Ea-W) with your cake listing the categories 
and tips used in your exhibit and a drawing of how you as-
sembled the cake.  
 

 
Cat 

 
Exhibit Options: 4-H'ers may choose one or both options. 
1. Exhibit Cat at 4-H Cat Show  
2. Exhibit 4-H Cat Educational Poster (1) See Allen County 
General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5  
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8  
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
The 4-H member is required to complete 2 activities in their 
Cat activity manual and the manual must be turned in to the 
County Extension Office by June 30. If June 30 falls on a 
weekend the manual will be due on the first Extension Office 
working day following June 30. Manuals, which are late or 
incomplete, will result in a ribbon grade one placing lower 
following placement of their exhibit. Late manuals must be 
received by the end of check in. Members not turning in a 
manual are ineligible to show. Up to three members may be 
recognized in each level for outstanding work with Activity 
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Manual. 
1. Each member should be enrolled online in a local 4-H club 
or through the County Extension Office by January 15. 
2. Each member may show only his/her cat or the family cat 
in one class. 
3. To be eligible you must have the cat by May 1 of the year 
it is shown and born before April 1 of that year. Kittens are 
defined as cats aged 4-8 months on day of show. Any kitten 
becoming 8 months old on show day will be considered an 
adult cat. Adult cats defined as cats 8 months of age or older 
on show day. 
4. For show, the cat may be either a purebred or a household 
pet. 
5. The cat must be fed and cared for by the 4-H member. 
6. All cats/kittens are to have all vaccinations by June 30, 
current year as listed on the current Certificate of Completion 
of Indiana Board of Animal Health Requirements for Exhibi-
tion of Cats. 
7. No cat will be left overnight in the show. 
8. 4-H’er may exhibit two different animals if they are in two 
different categories. Show categories are:  Kitten, Female 
Shorthair, Male Shorthair, Female Longhair, Male Longhair. 
9. The cat costume class is optional. 
10. Cats will be classed according to their predominant char-
acteristics. 
11. 4-H member will stay and watch while his/her cat is being 
judged. 4-H member should not leave before the final judg-
ing. If the 4-H'er must leave for another 4-H judging, inform 
the superintendent. 
12. It is suggested that cats be collared and on a leash for 
show. It is suggested that cats be brought in a well-ventilated 
box or carrier. 
13. At the Fair, ribbons will be awarded based on the judging 
of your cat and answers to questions asked at judging. 
 
 
 

Child Development 
 
 Level 1: Grades 3 & 4 
 Level 2: Grades 5 & 6 
 Level 3: Grades 7-8-9 
 Level 4: Grades 10-11-12 
 
All Levels: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 activi-
ties in their Child Development manual. A completed and 
signed Child Development Record Sheet must accompany 
exhibit at check in. Achievement Sheet in the manual must 
be completed and signed. See Allen County General 4-H 
Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-

zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level A (Grade 3-4): Choose one of the following to exhibit. 
(1) Choose one activity that you completed in this level. De-
sign a 22 x 28-inch poster or a binder notebook that shows or 
tells what you did with this activity or one that promotes phys-
ical, emotional or cognitive skills; (2) Create a display no 
larger than 36 x 36 x 36 inches using one of the activities 
from your project manual. Complete an Activity Card and 
attach it to the exhibit. A sample Activity Card is on page 40. 
Use a 5 x 8 index card or larger cardstock to create your 
card.  
Level B (Grade 5-6): Choose one of the following to exhibit. 
(1) Choose one activity that you completed in this level or 
one that promotes physical, emotional or cognitive skills. 
Design a 22 x 28-inch poster or a binder notebook that 
shows or tells what you did with this activity; (2) Create a 
display no larger than 36 x 36 x 36 inches using one of the 
activities from your project manual. Complete an Activity 
Card and attach it to the exhibit. A sample Activity Card is on 
page 40. Use a 5 x 8 index card or larger cardstock to create 
your card. 
Level C (Grade 7-8-9): Choose one of the following to exhib-
it. (1) Design a 22 x 28 inch poster based on one activity you 
completed in this level or one that promotes physical, emo-
tional or cognitive skills; (2) Display a binder notebook that 
includes the information from one of the activities you com-
pleted this year; (3) Create a display no larger than 36 x 36 x 
36 inches using one of the activities from your project manual 
or one that promotes physical, emotional or cognitive skills. 
Complete an Activity Card and attach it to the exhibit. A sam-
ple Activity Card is on page 40. Use a 5 x 8 index card or 
larger cardstock to create your card. 
Level D (Grade 10-11-12): Choose one of the following to 
exhibit. (1) Design a 22 x 28 inch poster based on one activi-
ty you completed in this level; (2) Display a binder notebook 
that includes the information from one of the activities you 
completed this year; (3) Create a display no larger than 36 x 
36 x 36 inches using one of the activities from your project 
manual or one that promotes physical, emotional or cognitive 
skills. Complete an Activity Card and attach it to the exhibit. 
A sample Activity Card is on page 40. Use a 5 x 8 index card 
or larger cardstock to create your card. 
 
 

Collections 
(No State Fair Entry) 

 
ALL LEVELS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
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Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Start or add to a collection you have. You may exhibit your 
collection in an area no larger than 36" wide x 36" deep x 
30" tall. There will be no exceptions on size. In order to 
exhibit the same collection another year, you must have 
added at least 10 new items. If the value of your collection 
prohibits you from adding 10 new items, you must get prior 
approval from the County Extension Office before exhibiting. 
A notebook including your questionnaire must accompany all 
collections and a completed/signed record sheet as found in 
the manual. Once this notebook is started you should add 
new information each year. If possible, your items should be 
in a container or attached in some way. Individual pieces 
should be labeled with your name. Exhibit and Notebook 
both need to labeled. 
 
See 4-H Project Rules. – Disclaimer. 
 
 

Computer 
  
ALL LEVELS: The exhibit topics provide ideas/suggestions 
for exhibits. Other exhibit topics are acceptable as long as 
they are comparable in knowledge and skill. The exhibit topic 
each year must be different from the previous year’s exhibit. 
See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label 
Rule. Note: If you choose to develop a computer pro-
gram, a poster or notebook report depicting the program 
will be necessary for display at the fair. 
  
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Computer activity manual. A completed and 
signed Computer Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule 
& Label Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Exhibit Options: Choose one of the following to exhibit at 
the fair: Poster or Notebook report. 
 
4-H Members should complete all sections of the activity 
except for the ‘Expand Your Memory’ which is optional. At-
tach answers to all questions if there is no space provided, to 
that activity page. 

 
Exhibitors must provide their own computer. 
  
 
Level 1 – Grade 3, 4, 5  
Exhibit Categories 
Curriculum resource: "Newbie Know-How." 
Suggested Exhibit Topics: Your poster may cover one of the 
following areas: (a) An educational exhibit you could use at 
school or for a demonstration that shows one part or several 
parts of computer equipment. Example: A poster showing the 
parts of a home computer system, or a poster illustrating the 
differences in the storage devices used in computers, or a 
poster showing how CD-ROM works. (Anything educational 
illustrating computer hardware would be acceptable. If you 
have questions call your 4-H leader or the Extension Office.); 
OR (b) A poster showing how computers are used to accom-
plish different tasks; OR (c) A poster showing how a career 
or occupation has been dramatically changed by computer 
technology; OR (d) A poster on any topic covered in the 
manual; OR (e) Any exhibit as described in the Level 1 man-
ual. 
1. Cards for All Occasions - Develop a series of 4 to 6 greet-
ing cards for a variety of holidays or special occasions. Use 
clip art, scanned photos, or draw your own pictures. Can use 
software such as Word, Wordperfect, PrintShop or Publisher. 
2. Graphic Illustration - Use a software program such as 
Paint, Paintbrush, Kid Pix Studio, or CorelDRAW, to make 
your own drawing and print it. Be creative. 
3. Computer Presentation - Use a presentation software 
program such as PowerPoint, Kid Pix Studio, or HyperStudio 
to design a computer presentation on a topic you enjoy. You 
can present on your computer or print out overhead transpar-
encies or display prints on a poster. 
4. Photograph Series - Take a photograph and design a 
series of 4 to 6 special effects photos. You can use a morph-
ing software such as MorphMan or Morph Filter software 
programs such as Adobe Gallery Effects, or SuperGoo. 
5. Scrapbook or Poster - Put together a scrapbook 
(notebook) or poster on a topic that you have investigated on 
the Web. The topic can be anything such as dinosaurs, 
space, favorite TV stars, music, science fiction characters, 
sports cars, fun vacation spots, etc. Print off the information 
you found on the Web and display it in a scrapbook 
(notebook) or on a poster. 
6. Storybook - Write a story and illustrate it with pictures. 
Pictures can be original drawings, clip art or photos. Put 
them together in a storybook format. 
  
Level 2 – Grades 6, 7, 8 
Exhibit Categories 
There are two curriculum options for Level 2: 
1) "Inside the Box" focuses on hardware and repair  
2) "Peer-to-Peer" focuses on networking, protocols and secu-
rity. 
You can choose either track for 1 year or three years de-
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pending on your interest. 
Choose one of the following to exhibit at the fair: 
Suggested Exhibit Topics: Areas of emphasis that may be 
the focus of your exhibit include: (a) Operating System Ex-
hibit (DOS, Windows, OS2, Mac OS, etc.) - Create an edu-
cational poster that illustrates what DOS, Windows, OS/2, or 
Mac OS is and some of its major functions or contrast or 
compare operating systems; OR (b) Word Processing Ex-
hibit - Design an educational poster that illustrates the ad-
vantages of word processing; OR (c) Database Or Network 
Exhibit - Create a database on any database software and 
illustrate the different ways to manipulate data using the 
software OR Establish a network and diagram the compo-
nents and flow; OR (d) Spreadsheet Exhibit - Make a sim-
ple spreadsheet that uses at least 100 cells. Show how you 
created it and how you plan to use it. Be sure to mention 
which software program you used and also submit a remova-
ble storage unit (i.e., disk, CD-ROM) containing the template 
you created; OR (e) Educational Exhibit - Design an educa-
tional exhibit that illustrates at least three educational com-
puter software programs for children or adults (choose one or 
the other). Show how these programs benefit the user OR 
Illustrate decisions flowchart on whether to repair or replace 
a system or establish a network security OR Prepare a post-
er that illustrates the importance of computers in the class-
room and how school has changed because of computer 
use; OR (f) Computer Games Exhibit - Prepare a poster 
that illustrates how computer games can be beneficial to 
people OR design an educational exhibit that illustrates how 
computer games are made, what the market is for them, and 
how big a business the computer game industry is; OR (g) 
WWW Homepage - Create a homepage that includes at 
least three HTM files with appropriate navigational links. The 
homepage should include both text and graphics; OR (h) An 
exhibit that you created that fulfills one of these options. T-
Shirt -Use a design software program such as Print Shop 
Deluxe or Publisher to create a T-shirt design using a combi-
nation of graphics and text. Use clip art, scanned photos, or 
draw your own pictures. Print your design and a T-shirt or on 
a piece of paper OR Animated Presentation - Use a 
presentation software program such as PowerPoint, Kid Pix 
Studio, or HyperStudio, design an animated computer 
presentation on a topic you enjoy. You can animate text and 
other objects OR Magazine - Use a word processing or 
desktop publishing software (Microsoft Works, Word, Page-
Maker, Publish It, Print Shop Deluxe, Claris Works) to create 
a magazine. The magazine should be at least eight pages 
and use a combination of graphics and text OR Photograph 
Series -Use an imaging program like Adobe Photoshop, 
Jasc's Paint Shop Pro or Adobe Gallery Effects to create a 
series of special effects photos. The series of photos should 
use at least three of the following effects: textures, changing 
brightness and contrast, filters, magic wand techniques, com-
posite images, cropping, or resizing. 
  
Level 3 – Grade 9, 10, 11, 12  

Helper should verify completed activities on page 1 with date 
completed and helper’s initials.  
Exhibit Categories 
Curriculum resource:  "Teens Teaching Tech"  
Choose one of the following to exhibit at the fair 
Suggested Exhibit Topics: Areas of emphasis that may be 
the focus of your exhibit include: (a) Desktop Publishing 
Exhibit - Using desktop publishing software, prepare an 
educational poster illustrating what desktop publishing is and 
how it is used. Also submit a written report detailing the infor-
mation presented with the poster. The report should also 
include details of a visit with someone who uses desktop 
publishing professionally. The completed exhibit should use 
both graphics and typewritten words to illustrate what desk-
top publishing is and how it is used; OR (b) 2. Advanced 
Spreadsheet Use-Design a spreadsheet template to solve a 
problem that could help you or someone you know. The tem-
plate should be created by you, and should use at least 500 
cells and at least one macro. Exhibit the completed template 
on a removable storage unit (i.e., disk, CD-ROM) and include 
a typewritten user's guide that explains what the template 
does, a listing of all cells, and step-by-step instructions on 
how to use the template; OR (c) Integrated Software Pack-
age-Use integrated software (minimum of two software appli-
cations i.e., create a document using a word processor to 
type the document and import a spreadsheet graph into the 
word processing document) to create a document. Exhibit 
the completed document on a removable storage unit (i.e., 
disk, CD-ROM) and include a written report detailing the 
information presented with the display; OR (d) Multimedia 
Software Package-Use a multimedia software package to 
produce a computer program that incorporates the features 
of multimedia. Along with the computer program, prepare an 
educational display or written report explaining how you de-
veloped the program; or (e) WWW Homepage-Develop a 
WWW homepage that incorporate some advanced program-
ming skills such as, but not limited to FLASH, Java or JavaS-
cript; OR (f) An exhibit that you created that fulfills one of 
these options. - Multimedia Computer Presentation - Use 
a presentation software program such as Microsoft's Power 
Point, Appleworks, Hyperstudio, Kid Pix Studio, The Multime-
dia Workshop, QuickTime VR Authoring Studio, Lotus Free-
lance Graphics, Macromedia Director Shockwave Studio, 
Flash and Fireworks, Asymetric Tool Book, and Final Cut Pro 
to design an animated computer presentation on a topic you 
enjoy. It should contain a minimum of 10 screens and include 
some graphics, sound and either a video clip or animation. 
OR Web Site for an Organization - Use a web editor such 
as Sunburst's Web Workshop, Claris Home Page, Adobe 
Page Mill, Hot Dog, BB Edit, Microsoft's FrontPage Express , 
Netscape Composer or using HTML to design a Web site for 
an organization. It can be your 4-H club, an athletic team, 
school club, dance group, etc. The site should include a mini-
mum of five different screens and some hyperlinks OR Mag-
azine - Use a word processing or desktop publishing soft-
ware such as Microsoft Works, Word, PageMaker, Publish It, 
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Print Shop Deluxe, Claris Works to create a magazine. The 
magazine should be at least 12 pages and use a combina-
tion of graphics and text. Print in color OR Animated Pro-
gram - Use an animation program such as Macromedia Di-
rector Shockwave Studio, Flash and Fireworks, Asymetric 
Tool Book, or Final Cut Pro to create an animation program 
that can be used in a presentation OR GIS Map - Use a geo-
graphic information system (GIS) program like Arcview or 
Esc to make a map of your community. You may use pre-
pared data or make your own. Try to include all the important 
features that make your community unique. 
 
 

Construction Sets 
 

* Disclaimer See 4-H Project Rules. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
ALL LEVELS in All Crafts: (1) See Allen County General    
4-H Rules: Label Rule (2) A completed and signed Construc-
tion Sets Record Sheet must accompany each exhibit. 
 
Exhibits may be of any design and made with items such as 
Lego, K-Nex, Construx, Erector, Tinker Toys, Lincoln Logs, 
Duplo Blocks, Craft Sticks, etc. Blocks may be glued togeth-
er, but is not mandatory. Members should construct a more 
advanced project each year. Models will be judged on work-
manship, appropriateness for age, creativity, and completed 
and signed Construction Sets Record Sheet. If your project is 
larger than 36”x36”x36”, please let the Extension Office know 
a least a week before the fair. Exhibit must rest on a sturdy 
base.  
Exhibit Requirements: 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Construct a structure, construction set or character (animals, 
person, statue, etc). Kits are recommended in the Level 1, 
however not required. 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Design your own model, work on your creativity. Kits are not 
recommended for Level 2. Construct a structure, a scene, or 
some form of transportation (car, plane, train, etc.). 
Level 3: Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Incorporate moveable or motorized parts in Level 3. Con-
struct a structure (Tractor on a Farm, Space Shuttle with 
Lunar Module, Windmill and House, etc.) 
 
 

Consumer Clothing 
State Fair Exhibit: Notebook only. 

 
ALL LEVELS: You will help purchase a ready made item 
from a retail store. Please include receipts and price tags 
from purchased item(s). If 4-H'er is unable to be present 

for judging interview - score will reflect this. Place cur-
rent year activities first in notebook and exhibit all com-
pleted activities from current level in notebook (i.e. all 
Level 1, all Level 2, etc) Note: If you repeat a level, you 
should complete different activities in each group. ALL LEV-
ELS: Activity manual and notebook must be turned in to the 
County Extension Office by June 30. If June 30 falls on a 
weekend, the manual will be due on the first Extension Office 
working day following June 30. Manuals, which are late or 
incomplete, will result in a ribbon grade one placing lower 
following placement of their exhibit. Late manuals must be 
received by the end of check in. Members not turning in a 
manual are ineligible to exhibit.  
 
ALL LEVELS: Please provide an ADDITIONAL 4”x6” photo-
graph of you in your outfit to the Extension Office at the time 
of judging to be put on display at the County Fair. 
 
(1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label Rule, (2) A 
completed and signed Record Sheet must accompany the 
notebook when it is turned in on June 30. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 - Complete one activity from each 
group in the manual and record results in notebook. Help 
purchase an item of clothing that you will wear with other 
clothes in your wardrobe and an accessory. For your exhibit 
you will model your purchases and tell the judge about them, 
what you learned, and about the activities you completed.  
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 - Complete one activity from each 
group in the manual and record results in a notebook. Pur-
chase and accessorize a casual or school outfit. For your 
exhibit you will model your outfit and tell the judge about your 
purchases, what you learned, and about the activities you 
completed.  
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 - Complete one activity from 
each group in the manual and record results in notebook. 
Choose an outfit and accessorize it. For your exhibit you will 
model your outfit and tell the judge about your activities in 
this year's project and how you plan to use this year's pur-
chases in your future wardrobe.  

 
 

Creative Writing  
(No State Fair Exhibit) 
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ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: La-
bel Rule, (2) The exhibit(s) with a completed record sheet
(s) must be turned into the County Extension Office by 
June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the exhibit(s) and 
record sheet(s) will be due on the first Extension Office 
working day following June 30. Exhibit(s) and/or record 
sheet(s) that are late or incomplete will result in a ribbon 
grade one placing lower following placement of exhibit(s). 
Levels: 
Beginner Grades 3 – 5 
Intermediate Grades 6 – 8 
Advanced Grades 9 -12 
 
Categories:  
1. Short Story – Exhibit is a fictional short story, play, or 
screenplay. Length depends on your exhibitor level. 
2. Poetry – Exhibit is a poem or song lyrics of any length or 
style. 
3. Children’s Story – Exhibit is a story written specifically for 
young children and includes illustrations. 
4. Comic Book – Exhibit is a comic book that includes illus-
trations. Length depends on your exhibitor level. 
5. Micro-fiction – Exhibit is a story told in exactly 50 words, 
no more and no less. 
 
Exhibit Requirements:  
Beginner – Grades 3-5 
One of the following: A short story of 1-2 pages in Times 
New Roman 12-point font, a comic book of 8 or more panels, 
a poem or children’s story of any length, or a micro-fiction of 
50 words exactly. 
Intermediate – Grades 6-8 
One of the following: A short story of 3-4 pages in Times 
New Roman 12-point font, a comic book of 14 or more pan-
els, a poem or children’s story of any length, or a micro-
fiction of 50 words exactly. 
Advanced – Grades 9-12 
One of the following: A short story of 5-6 pages in Times 
New Roman 12-point font, a comic book of 20 or more pan-
els, a poem or children’s story of any length, or a micro-
fiction of 50 words exactly. 
 
Project Guidelines: 
1. Only one exhibit is required to complete the Creative Writ-
ing project. However, you may choose to have an entry in 
multiple project categories, but may not have more than one 
exhibit in an individual category.  
2. All exhibits should be typed or handwritten clearly.  
3. Please submit 2 copies for judging, so that the judge may 
mark on one copy, while the other is “clean” for displaying at 
the fair. 
. All exhibits must have been written since the previous 
year’s county fair. Work that has been judged in any writing 
contest is ineligible for 4-H competition. All exhibits must be 
the exclusive work of the 4-H member. No group projects, 
collaborations, or fan-fiction should be submitted for  

judging. 
5. You may exhibit writing that you did for school, so long as 
it meets the project requirements. Do not turn in pages with 
grades or teacher comments; reprint or rewrite your exhibit 
so it is clean and easy to judge.  
6. All exhibits must be submitted in a binder, folder, or report 
cover to keep it neat and clean during judging and display at 
the fair. 
7. Only the basic binder, folder, or report cover is required. 
However, you may decorate the cover or use your creativity 
to personalize your project. You may use any tools available 
to you to present your exhibit in the best possible way, such 
as professional binding, laminating, etc.  
These are optional and above and beyond the basic exhibit 
requirements. Make sure you concentrate on the project 
before the presentation of it.  
8. See Creative Writing project manual for more information 
on each category guidelines. 
 
 

Dairy 
 

1. Classes at the County Fair will be offered for female Jer-
sey, Guernsey, Holstein, Brown Swiss, Ayrshire and Milking 
Shorthorn. 
CLASSES - See class ages from State Fair Handbook. 
  A. Spring Heifer Calf (at least 4 months old), Winter Heifer 
Calf, Fall Heifer Calf, Summer Yearling Heifer, Spring Year-
ling Heifer, Winter Yearling Heifer, Fall Yearling Heifer, Year-
ling Heifer in milk (Brown Swiss, Jersey, Milking Shorthorn)
Junior 2 year old cow, Senior 2 year old cow, Junior 3 year 
old cow, Senior 3 year old cow, 4 year old cow, 5 year old 
cow, Aged cow six years and older, Aged Cow (dry) (Holstein 
only), 3 or 4 year old cow (dry) Holstein only), Dry Cow 
(Ayrshire, Brown Swiss), Dry Cow, any milking age 
(Guernsey, Milking Shorthorn). 
  B. Member may enroll two animals per class but may show 
only one. 
  C. High Scoring Heifer and Cow will include Holstein, Brown 
Swiss, Jersey, Guernsey, Ayrshire and Milking Shorthorn 
Champions. 
  D. Ribbons will be awarded according to the placing of ani-
mals. 
  E. All Dairy Cattle shown at the Allen County Fair must 
have an RFID tag. 
2. Each 4-H member shall own his/her own exhibit. Owner-
ship must be in effect on or before May 15 and continuously 
until after the show date. For 4-H Breeding animals, family 
corporations and/or partnerships of 4-H members with one or 
more parents, siblings, grandparents, aunt, uncle, and legal 
guardians is acceptable. 
3. Cows and Heifers shall be in the club member’s posses-
sion by May 1. 
4. Members shall be expected to feed and care for animals 
during the entire County Fair. A 4-H member or family mem-
ber needs to be able to take care of the animals at all times. 
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5. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity 
sheets will be due on the first Extension Office working day 
following June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incom-
plete, will result in the loss of eligibility for showmanship and 
member will receive a participation ribbon for the project. 
Late activity sheets must be received the end of check in. 
Members not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligi-
ble to show. The dairy committee may recognize up to three 
members in each level for outstanding work with their Activity 
Sheets. Activity sheets will be done according to the follow-
ing grades, as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. Member who completes 
the Activity Sheet but does not exhibit an animal will receive 
a 4-H participation award only. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
6. Completed Animal Record sheets will be due June 30 with 
Activity Sheets. 
7. Member may show both purebred and grade. 
8. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with and all health 
papers checked by either the State Veterinarian or a repre-
sentative before unloading. Health papers should be listed in 
the 4-Her’s name, the 4-Her’s and an immediate family mem-
ber’s name, or the 4-Her’s and the family name. (Ex. John 
Smith & Sons, Jane Smith & Sons and Daughters, John 
Smith and Family). 
9. The Dairy Committee shall decide which trophies will be 
awarded and submit this to the Awards Committee prior to 
fall meeting. 
10. Milking cows are allowed to enter and leave the day of 
the show as long as there is no conflict with any other show. 
If milking cows are not removed that evening, they must stay 
for the duration of the Fair. 
11. All cattle should be double-tied while not attended to in 
the Barn or tie-out area. 
12. A Leader’s Special Award will be given out at the auction. 
This award is chosen by a selected person or persons who 
go through the dairy area throughout the County Fair. This 
award is based on which member has the cleanest area, 
cleanest animals, who is doing the work, if the 4-H'er helps 
other club members with their animals, what their area looks 
like on show day (before, during and after). This award may 
go to one member or several members of the same family. 
13. A listing of animals being brought to the county fair must 
be turned in to the Dairy Executive chairperson with the June 
30 Activity Sheets so a class show order can be made for the 
County Fair. Updates can still be made during the fair. 
14. At the County Fair, a 4-H Dairy member may receive 
clipping and grooming assistance from a current Allen Coun-
ty 4-H Leader, in addition to their immediate brother, sister, 
father, mother, legal guardian, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or 

other Indiana 4-H member. No unethical fitting/grooming 
practices will be allowed. Refer to State Fair Fraud & Decep-
tion rules. 
15. Anyone not able to meet any rule listed will be given due 
process to have their special circumstances reviewed by the 
Dairy Executive Committee and, if necessary, the Allen 
County 4-H Clubs, Inc. Board. 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year.  
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, 
previous Senior and previous Master Showman winners. 
(See Showman of Showmen). 
1. Any 4-H'er may complete in showmanship as long as they 
have completed their activity sheets and record sheet and 
turned in at the designated proper times. 
2. Member must show own animal in showmanship classes. 
3. If a 4-H member wins the showmanship award, he or she 
cannot compete in that division again but may compete in the 
next older division. 
 

 
Dairy Beef 

STEER CLASS 

1. Animals must be owned by the 4-H member and feed 
records started no later than January 1 of current year. Sib-
lings will be allowed to co-enroll dairy beef cattle. 
2. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity 
sheets will be due on the first Extension Office working day 
following June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incom-
plete, will result in the loss of eligibility for showmanship and 
member will receive a participation ribbon for the project. 
Late activity sheets must be received by the end of check in. 
Members not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligi-
ble to show. The Dairy Beef committee may recognize up to 
three members in each level for outstanding work with  their 
Activity Sheets. Activity sheets will be done according to the 
following grades, as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
3. Animal Record sheets will be due by the end of June 30 
with Activity Sheets.  
4. The animal must be a purebred dairy steer. Either Hol-
stein, Brown Swiss, Ayrshire, Jersey, Guernsey, or Milking 
Shorthorn. No crossbreeds. 
5. The animal must be tagged and weighed at the County 4-
H Beef Weigh in. 
6. Member will be allowed to show no more than two steers.  
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7. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with and all health 
papers checked by either the State Veterinarian or a repre-
sentative before unloading. Health papers should be listed in 
the 4-Her’s name, the 4-Her’s and an immediate family mem-
ber’s name, or the 4-Her’s and the family name. (Ex. John 
Smith & Sons, Jane Smith & Sons and Daughters, John 
Smith and Family).  
8. If horns or spurs are visible at weigh-in, a written warning 
will be given and must be signed by 4-H member or parent/
guardian. All horns or spurs must be removed prior to the 
fair. If horns/spurs are present at the veterinary check, ani-
mal will be refused entry. 
9. All animals presented for the fair at unloading, should be 
clean, without excess manure or other debris attached to 
them.  
10. A Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will be 
selected from the class winners. Steers will be shown by 
breed and weight. 
11. Recognition will be given to the exhibitor whose steer has 
the best rate of gain from weigh-in until the county fair. 
12. All cattle must be double-tied while not attended to in the 
barn or tie-out area. 
13. Minimum weight on dairy beef steers will be 900 pounds 
to be eligible to sell in the auction. Animal must be in good 
health condition to sell. If steer is below 900 pounds, owner 
will be responsible for removal of animal from fair. Committee 
has final decision for auction eligibility. 
14. A Leader’s Special Award will be awarded during the 
auction. 
15. Anyone not able to meet any rule will be given due pro-
cess to have their special circumstances reviewed by the 
Dairy Beef Committee and, if necessary, the Allen County  
4-H Clubs, Inc. Board. 
 
Dairy Beef Showmanship will be conducted in 3 divi-
sions. 
There will only be one (1) Dairy Beef showmanship class per 
division. The exhibitor may show either a steer or a calf in 
showmanship. Member will compete in level according to 
school grade as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
 
2. SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS. Grade in school on January 
1 of the current year. 
a) Junior showmanship – all 4-H exhibitors in the 3rd, 4th, or 
5th grades are eligible. Once an exhibitor is the overall junior 
dairy beef showmanship winner, the 4-H’er is only eligible to 
compete in the intermediate or senior dairy beef showman-
ship classes in the future years. 
b) Intermediate showmanship – all 4-H exhibitors in the 6th, 
7th, or 8th grades are eligible (exception only for previous 
year’s junior showmanship winners). Once a 4-H member is 
the champion intermediate dairy beef showman, they must 

compete in senior showmanship in subsequent years. 
c) Senior showmanship – all 4-H exhibitors in the 9th grade or 
above are eligible (exception only for previous year’s inter-
mediate showmanship winners). 
3. Top three (3) will be awarded for each age division. 
 
OVERALL DAIRY BEEF SHOWMANSHIP will include all 
current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, previous Senior win-
ners. The judge must place their top three. The winner will 
represent the Dairy Beef species in the Showman of Show-
men competition unless the winner has won the Showman of 
Showmen Contest thru the Dairy Beef species. The second 
place winner will then represent the Dairy Beef specie. See 
Showman of Showmen. 
 
Once an exhibitor has won a division, they must compete in 
the next higher division the following year. Senior division 
winners may not compete for the senior division showman 
again. 
Participant in the showmanship must show own animal ex-
hibited in earlier classes.  
 
If Overall Dairy Beef Showman wins with a calf, calves will be 
shown in Showman of Showmen Contest. 
If Overall Dairy Beef Showman wins with a steer, steers will 
be shown in Showman of Showmen Contest. 
 
FEEDER CALF CLASS 
1. A member may exhibit and show no more than 2 calves. 
Siblings will be allowed to co-enroll dairy beef cattle. 
2. Animals must be owned by the 4-H member and or in the 
Family name and feed records started no later than April 1 of 
the current year. 
3. The animal must be a purebred dairy calf. Either Holstein, 
Brown Swiss, Ayrshire, Jersey, Guernsey, Milking Shorthorn, 
etc. No Crossbreeds. 
4. The animal must be tagged and weighed at the County     
4-H Beef Weigh in held in April. 
5. The feeder calf will be required to meet current Indiana 
Board of Health regulations for show. 
6. Calves are suggested to weigh no more than 250 pounds 
when tagged in April. All calves must be castrated and de-
horned. No ruptured calves may be exhibited. The animal 
must weigh not more than 650 pounds at the fair weigh in. If 
calf is over 650 pounds, it will be eligible to show in a "Heavy 
weight" class and not be eligible for Champion or for Auction 
or consignment. 
7. A Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion will be 
selected from the class winners. Calves will be shown by 
breed and weight. 
8. A Rate-of-Gain award will be given to the exhibitor whose 
calf has the best gain from tag day in April until the county 
fair. 
9. Exhibitors may sell their calf through the livestock auction 
or keep the calf for the dairy beef project the following year. 
Exhibitors can sell ONLY a feeder calf or a dairy beef steer; 
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NOT both. 
10. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the manual 
will be due on the first Extension Office working day following 
June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incomplete, will 
result in the loss of eligibility for showmanship and member 
will receive a participation ribbon for the project. Late activity 
sheets must be received the end of check in. Members not 
turning in completed activity sheets are ineligible to show. 
The Dairy Beef committee may recognize up to three mem-
bers in each level for outstanding work with their Activity 
Sheets. Activity sheets will be done according to the follow-
ing grades, as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
11. Completed Animal Record sheets will be due by the end 
of June 30 with Activity Sheets. 
12. Anyone not able to meet any rule will be given due pro-
cess to have their special circumstances reviewed by the 
Dairy Beef Committee and, if necessary, the Allen County 4-
H Clubs, Inc. Board.  
13. Calves must be shown with a “show” halter. 
14. All cattle must be double-tied while in the barn and the tie
-out area. 
15. All animals presented for the fair at unloading, should be 
clean, without excess manure or other debris attached to 
them. 
16. If horns or spurs are visible at weigh-in, a written warning 
will be given and must be signed by 4-H member or parent/
guardian. All horns or spurs must be removed prior to the 
fair. If horns/spurs are present at the veterinary check, ani-
mal will be refused entry. 

17. Breed weight classes will compete for Light, Intermedi-

ate and Heavy weight champions when there are more than 
nine animals offered for a breed. 
 
Showmanship will be conducted in 3 divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
 
Overall Dairy Beef Feeder Calf Showmanship will include 
current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, previous Senior and 
Master winners. The top three will advance to the Master 
Dairy Beef Showmanship competition to be held after the 
Dairy Beef Steer Showmanship. 
1. Once an exhibitor has won a division, they must compete 
in the next higher division the following year. 
2. Master Dairy Beef Showmanship will include the top three 
exhibitors from the overall Dairy Beef Feeder Calf Showman-
ship and Dairy Beef Steer Showmanship classes. The judge 

must place his top three. The winner of the Master class will 
represent the Dairy Beef species in the Showman of Show-
men competition unless the winner has won the Showman of 
Showmen thru the Dairy Beef species. The second place will 
then represent the Dairy Beef specie. 
3. Participant in showmanship must show own animal exhib-
ited in earlier classes.  
 

 
Do Your Own Thing 
(No State Fair exhibit) 

 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Record Sheet must 
accompany each exhibit. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
EXHIBIT: Cannot fit into any other category or division of 4-H 
projects. If the rules committee determines it fits in another 
project area, you will not be allowed to exhibit in Do Your 
Own Thing. Exhibit may be a poster, notebook, article or any 
other method of exhibit you think attractive and secure. If 
your project is larger than 36”x36”x36”, please let the Exten-
sion Office know at least a week before the fair. 
Suggestions include: Hobbies, Family Vacations, Photo Al-
bum, Theater, Mime, Train Set, In-Depth Study, Clown, Sci-
ence. 
 
 

Dog 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Dog activity manual and the manual must be 
turned into the County Extension Office by June 30. If June 
30 falls on a weekend, the manual will be due on the first 
Extension Office working day following June 30. Manuals, 
which are late or incomplete, will result in the loss of eligibility 
for showmanship and member will receive a participation 
ribbon for the project. Late manuals must be received by the 
end of check in or registration of dog show. Members not 
turning in a manual are ineligible to show. The Dog Commit-
tee will recognize up to three members in each level for out-
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standing work with Activity Manual. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2: Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3: Grades 9-10-11-12 
Exhibits Options: 4-H'ers may choose one or both options. 
1. Exhibit Dog in 4-H Dog Show 
2. Exhibit 4-H Dog Educational Poster. See Allen County 
General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
General Rules: 
1. All 4-H members must be enrolled in the Dog project by 
the stated enrollment deadline for the current year. There is 
an additional registration fee to cover manual and insurance. 
2. Dog Obedience judging classes shall be:  
   FIRST YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers with no previous 
formal dog training experience, with a dog which has re-
ceived no obedience training prior to January 1 of the current 
year.  
   FIRST YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers with previous dog 
training experience (4-H or otherwise) coming back with a 
new dog, or 4-H'ers with no experience whose dogs have 
had training which disqualifies them for First Year-A. 
   SECOND YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers and dogs that 
have completed First Year-A or First Year-B. 
   SECOND YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers and dogs that 
have completed Second Year – A. May repeat until ready for 
3A. 
   THIRD YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers and dogs that 
have mastered Second Year work. 
   THIRD YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers and dogs that 
have been in Third Year - A, but are not ready for Fourth 
Year work. May repeat. 
   FOURTH YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers and dogs who 
have mastered Third Year work. 
   FOURTH YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers and dogs 
which have been in Fourth Year - A, but are not ready for 
Fifth Year work. May repeat. 
   FIFTH YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers and dogs which 
have mastered Fourth Year work. 
   FIFTH YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers and dogs which 
have been in Fifth Year - A, but are not ready for Sixth Year 
work. May repeat. 
   SIXTH YEAR - SECTION A - For 4-H'ers and dogs which 
have mastered Fifth Year work. 
   SIXTH YEAR - SECTION B - For 4-H'ers and dogs which 
have been in Sixth Year - A. May repeat. 

 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. Once an exhibitor has 
won any division at the Indiana State Fair, they must com-
pete in the next higher division the following year. Showman-
ship Proper Attire: Females—dress, skirt and blouse, cu-
lottes, or dress pants. Males—dress pants, dress shirts [coat 
and tie are optional]. Inappropriate Attire: smooth soled 
boots, high heels; backless slip 
on shoes; loose fitting or other unsafe footwear. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
3. 4-H member may not repeat with the same dog the follow-
ing sections -1A, 1B, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A, 6A. 
4. A 4-H member can show only one dog in only one obedi-
ence class per year. In a given year, a 4-H exhibitor may 
show one [1] 4-H obedience trained dog and/or one [1] dog 
trained through the 4-H leader dog program. Each dog may 
only be shown by one child. 
5. A dog can show in only one obedience class per year (i.e. 
A dog cannot be shown by 4-H members in two different 
classes) 
6. Dogs will be tested to determine which year and section 
they will be in. 
7. Handlers may be assigned to an Advanced section based 
on evaluation at pretesting. 
8. 4-H members are expected to attend all 4-H dog meetings. 
To compete for trophies at the county fair, a 4-H’er must 
attend 2/3 of the sessions with their dogs and turn in their 
completed activity manual. 
9. The 4-H’er will respect the dignity and personality of their 
dog and treat it with gentle kindness. 
10. The trainers have the right to dismiss the 4-H’er from the 
class for mistreating their dog, if the dog shows aggression in 
any way, or if the 4-H’er cannot control the dog. 
11. Dogs must wear a well fitted slip, buckle or martingale 
collar made of leather, fabric or chain in order to exhibit in 
obedience classes. The leash may be of fabric or leather and 
shall be 6 feet in length to provide adequate slack in the ‘heel 
on leash’ exercise. All dogs not being shown must be on 
leash. 
12. The dog must belong to the 4-H member or to a member 
of his immediate family or household. Ownership is waived 
on Service Dogs. 
13. Each 4-H member is expected to feed, care for and train 
his/her dog. 
14. Before you are allowed to participate in training classes 
or show at the Allen County 4-H Dog Show, you must show 
proof that your dog has had vaccinations for rabies, distem-
per, hepatitis, parvovirus, leptospirosis, kennel cough, and 
has heartworm and fecal checks. [Refer to Certificate of Vac-
cination]. 
15. Dogs must be spayed or neutered. Un neutered male 
dogs and un spayed female dogs will be allowed in the 4-H 
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Dog Program under the following conditions: 
  a. The dog is being raised as a guide or service dog of the 
disabled. 
  b. The dog is a finished Champion with the AKC or equiva-
lent registry if a non-AKC breed. 
  c. The dog is actively being shown in conformation and/or 
hunting in pursuit of its Championship. If conformation--the 4- 
H member must provide three [3] catalogs from AKC shows 
[or equivalent event if a non-AKC breed] where the dog has 
been show in the past year. If hunting—the 4-H member 
must provide documentation provided by AKC or equivalent if 
a non-AKC breed where the dog has been shown in the past 
year. 
  d. The dog is under 9 months old. 
16. If a dog is sick or in season, the dog should be left at 
home and the 4-H member should attend the training class. 
17. Female dogs in season will not be allowed to compete at 
the Allen County Dog Show. If this is the case, see your 
trainer for special arrangements. 
18. The dog should be at least six months of age when train-
ing begins and easily managed by the 4-H’er unless other-
wise approved by the leader. 
19. A dog fouling in the ring during the 4-H Dog Show will be 
penalized. 
20. A dog may be a crossbred or a purebred. 
21. Wolf hybrids or other hybrid dogs (domestic dogs 
crossed with undomesticated species) are not allowed to 
show in the 4-H Dog Project. [i.e. wolf hybrids, coyote hy-
brids, dingo hybrids etc] 
22. Agility and Showmanship: Members must attend 2/3 of 
training sessions for Rally and Showmanship if they plan on 
competing in those shows. 
23. 4-H’ers exhibiting a Service dog will not compete against 
other Service Dogs for awards. 
24. Use of ‘special head collars’ will only be allowed on first 
year dogs, after approval from 4-H Dog Leader. All dogs 
have to be weaned off the use of these ‘special head collars’ 
by the second week in June. 
25. Any dogs switched after May 15 may show for comple-
tion only, but will not be eligible for trophy competition. They 
may receive a ribbon. Exceptions may be made in the case 
of death of the dog with approval by 4-H Dog Leader. Any 
other extenuating circumstances will be reviewed on a case 
by case basis by the 4-H Dog Leaders. 
26. Appropriate attire is required during all dog training ses-
sions. Exposing cleavage, bare midriff, or buttocks is inap-
propriate and will be penalized. Smooth soled boots, high 
heels, loose fitting shoes, floppy sandals or other unsafe 
footwear are not appropriate. 
27. Youth who are interested in becoming a Junior Trainer 
need to complete an application by December 31st for the 
following year. Minimum requirements are 7th grade or above; 
and have completed 2A or above. 
28.Only dogs enrolled in the 4-H training program are al-
lowed on the grounds during training times. The only excep-
tion will be volunteer trainers who use their own dogs for 

training purposes. 
29. Any other extenuating circumstances will be reviewed on 
a case by case basis by the 4-H dog leaders. 
 
 

Electric 
 
ALL DIVISIONS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed record 
sheet must accompany exhibit, (3) It is recommended that a 
note be attached to your exhibit explaining what was done, 
why, and intended use for the item for all divisions. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
DIVISION I - Exhibit – (1) A circuit board (using kit available 
at the Extension Office for a minimal fee); (2) Your circuit 
board must be labeled either parallel or series circuit. The 
wires are to be parallel to the edges of the board and where 
necessary, the wire is to have a 90-degree angle turn. The 
book shows wires "wandering" across the board, and this is 
not considered professional. Creatively attach label so it is 
visible. 
DIVISION II - Exhibit one of the following: a) a magnetic pow-
ered flashlight or; b) a poster on a topic described in the 
manual.  
DIVISION III -  Exhibit one of the following: (a) Build an ex-
tension cord using all new parts; (b) Build an incandescent 
trouble light using all new parts; (c) Build a fluorescent trou-
ble light using all new parts; (d) Repair an extension cord or 
trouble light by replacing the cord, plug, connector body or 
socket handle with a new part(s) or (e) Create a poster about 
wire size; wire type; current carrying capacity; the parts of an 
extension cord or trouble light; an important safety-related 
topic; or any topic covered in the Division III manual. 
DIVISION IV - Exhibit one of the following: (a) Made or re-
made a lamp, (b) Display board on any topic covered in man-
ual; or (c) a poster on any topic covered in the manual. 

 
DIVISION V: Wiring Around Your Home - Manual: “Wiring 
Around Your Home”  
Exhibit ONE of the following: 

 Display board or Equipment Wiring Board (board with 
electrical equipment mounted on board for display/
demonstration) 

 Poster 

 Notebook (Lots of pictures and written explanation of 
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the work that you performed, usually great for projects 
that are too big to bring to the fair to exhibit. You can 
also include a notebook with a display board or other 
exhibit options to help tell the entire story that you have 
about your project if you can’t tell about the detail of 
work performed on the limited size of display space or 
to supplement your other work. 

 Written Report 
 
Topics for this project include but are not limited to: 

 electrical work that you did around your home or other 
location and how you accomplished it (preferably with 
models, pictures or a small part of your total installa-
tion). Be sure to include a wiring diagram of your project 
with your exhibit.  

 analyze the current wiring situation in your home or out 
buildings and develop a new system that you feel would 
be better. Be sure to show diagrams of the old and new 
systems. Also, explain why the new proposed system is 
better.  

 any topic covered in this manual. 
 
ADVANCED DIVISION 6-10 - Electricity & Electronics (This 
book is being updated and you may find other resources at 
your local library, electricians, instructors, internet, etc. to 
provide guidance for your project.) 
 
The Advanced Division is split into two different categories. 
One area is “Advanced Electric 6-10” and the second is 
“Advanced Electronics 6-10.” You may choose one category 
for your Advanced 6-10 exhibit 
 
Exhibit ONE of the following: 

1. An article made in the area of heating and cooling 
2. An article made in the area of lighting 
3. An article made in the area of electronics (advanced 

division electronic projects may contain and use mold-
ed plugs if they are part of the electronic kit) 

4. An article made in the area of power 
5. A written report on: consumer buying, better electrical 

methods, or electrical careers. 
6. A written notebook report with photos of individual steps 

(close-up) and overall work, illustrations, explanation of 
each step performed, explanation of overall work done, 
reasons for performing work, reasons for selecting 
materials used, list of materials used and prices 
(budget), schematics, etc. of electric project.  This 
option allows you to use your imagination and com-
plete any electrical project that you cannot physically 
bring to the fair to exhibit.  You could wire a room in a 
house, the barn, outdoor lighting, indoor lighting, con-
trol systems, alarm systems, etc. 

7. Display board (no larger than 36”x36”x36”) showing 
home wiring (3-way switch, 4-way switch, GFCI 
Grounding, Circuit Protection, etc.) or any topic cov-
ered in the Advanced Division manual. 

 
Attach to the exhibit any kit instructions or book/manuals if 
you feel they will help explain the operation of the exhib-
it.  This may be important for advanced electronic projects.  
 
 

Entomology 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Entomology activity manual and the manual.  
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Insect 
Project Record Summary Record Sheet must accompany 
each exhibit. 
 
Titles: Collection - Insect Collection, Grade X (where X = 
your grade in school).  
 
Posters: Choose one of the topics listed below, appropriate 
for your grade in school, and use that topic for your exhibit 
title. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2: Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3: Grades 9-10-11-12 
 
1. Reference: "How to Make an Awesome Insect Collection," 
ID 401 & 4-H 764 “How to Study, Collect, Preserve and Iden-
tify Insects”. 
2. Orders: Use the orders listed in the reference material 
(above), which are found on page 57 in ID-401 and the Table 
of Contents in 4-H-764. 
3. Display: Collect, mount (pins or vials), and identify insects 
personally collected in the U.S. only. 
Display your best specimens in an 18 x 24 inch box (es), 
orientated horizontally. When multiple boxes are used: list 
the box order (i.e. "box 1 of 3 boxes") and include your name 
in each box. 
Cards A-F (for grades 3-8) are to be placed inside the display 
box in an attractive manner. ID 401-I cards, (for grades 9-
12), should be placed in the lower right hand corner of box 
#1.  
4. Identification: Collection display boxes are expected to 
contain the specified number of insects, families, and orders 
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specified (see chart below). 
All insects must be in the adult stage and be properly mount-
ed on insect pins or be contained in vials as directed. 
5. Pin Labels: Each pin or vial must contain two labels:  
a) Top label is to include collection date, location, and collec-
tor name.  
b) Bottom label is to include common name and other option-
al identification data 
6. Box Labels: Box labels (computer generated or neatly 
printed) are used for orders and families as required (see 
chart below) and are to be placed flat against the bottom of 
the box. Insects must be properly grouped directly under the 
correct order and family box label. For example, all insects 
belonging to a particular order must be placed under that 
order label. Orders to be used are listed in the reference 
book ID- 401. If family level identification is required, the 
insects should be further grouped together under that family 
label.  
7. Educational Box: One additional box (educational), based 
on the specific theme (see chart below), is required for 
grades 9-12, in addition to the insect collection boxes. This 
box can be created in any manner chosen (without the 
mounting, pinning or identifying restrictions specified above).  
Collect, mount (pins or vials) and identify insects personally 
collected in the U.S. only 
8. If you choose to add the insect scientific name (this is not 
required) they must be written properly: either in italics or 
underscored. The Genus (first name) must have the first 
letter capitalized. The species (second name) has no capitali-
zation. 
 
In Allen County - If a 4-H member is taking Entomology for 
the first time they may select to exhibit at the Grade 3 level 
(10 insects) one (1) time only. HOWEVER this exhibit is NOT 
eligible to advance to the State Fair. 
 
LEVEL 1 (Grades 3, 4, 5): 
Grade 3: 10 insects, identified and pinned on cards. 
(ID401A) Maximum 1 box. 
Grade 4: 20 insects, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all in-
sects by common name and identify five (5) to order. Include 
ID 401B. Maximum 1 box. 
Grade 5: 30 insects, mounted (pins or vials). Identify all in-
sects by common name and identify 15 to order. Include ID 
401C. Maximum 1 box. 
 
LEVEL 2 (Grades 6, 7, 8) 
Grade 6: 40 insects, exhibit a minimum of 6 orders, mounted 
(pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name and or-
der. Include ID 401D. Maximum 2 boxes.  
Grade 7: 50 insects, exhibit a minimum of 8 orders, mounted 
(pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name and or-
der. Identify ten (10) to family. Include ID 401E. Maximum 2 
boxes. 
Grade 8: 60 insects, exhibit a minimum of 10 orders, mount-
ed (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name and 

order. Identify thirty (30) to family. Include ID 401F. Maximum 
2 boxes. 
 
LEVEL 3 (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Grade 9: 70 insects, exhibit a minimum of 12 orders, mount-
ed (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name, order 
and family. Maximum 3 boxes. One educational box; theme: 
insect behavior. Include card ID 401I.(1-3 collection boxes 
plus 1 educational box*). Place 401I in first collection box 
only. 
Grade 10: 80 insects, exhibit a minimum of 14 orders, 
mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name, 
order and family. Maximum 3 boxes. One educational box; 
theme: insect pest management. Include card ID 401I. (1-3 
collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place 401I in first 
collection box only.  
Grade 11: 90 insects, exhibit a minimum of 16 orders, 
mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name, 
order and family. Maximum 3 boxes. One educational box; 
theme: insects in the environment. Include card ID 401I. ((1-3 
collection boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place 401I in first 
collection box only. 
Grade 12: 100 insects, exhibit a minimum of 18 orders, 
mounted (pins or vials). Identify all insects by common name, 
order and family. Maximum 3 boxes. One educational box; 
theme: benefits of insects. Include card ID 401I. (1-3 collec-
tion boxes plus 1 educational box*). Place 401I in first a col-
lection box only. 
  
Educational box:  The educational box (grades 9 - 12) is in 
addition to the insect display box(es). This box should be 
created in such a way as to teach something about the as-
signed theme to the general public. 
NOTE: In every grade there is also a poster option. 
 
POSTER OPTION: Poster options will be in 3 levels Level 1 
Grade 3 - 5; Level 2 Grades 6-8; Level 3 Grades 9 - 12. All 
posters must have the title of the activity and a label in the 
lower right hand corner (1) See Allen County General 4-H 
Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. Use that topic for your 
exhibit title, so the judges know which activity you completed. 
You can also use a creative subtitle if you wish. 
 
Level 1: Grade 3-4-5  
Display a poster based on one of the following activities: 
1. Big Mouth Bugs: Show the four (4) different mouth types  
that you studied. Create a chart listing the four mouth types, 
an insect with this mouth type, food they eat, and where thee 
insects might be found.  
2. Pit Stop: Make two pit traps and use them to collect in-
sects. Exhibit your completed record sheet. You can use the 
format given for your data collection, or make your own. In-
clude some of the insects, or pictures of your trap and in-
sects collected.  



 

29 

3. Buz-z-zing Around: Present three to five ways that insects 
communicate. Include an insect, or picture of each insect that 
communicates in each of the ways you are describing.  
4. FACETnating!:  Show how insects see (compound eyes) 
and explain how they see colors.  
5. Ants and Uncles: Compare insects with their non-insect 
relatives by completing the chart in your book (copy or make 
your own). Include some of the insects and their non-insect 
relatives, or pictures of them, on your poster. 
6. Chirp, Chirp: Watch and listen to the crickets for five  
minutes three times a day, for three days. Include day and 
night observations. Record what you see and hear. 
 
Level 2: Grade 6-7-8  
Display a poster based on one of the following activities: 
1. Collecting Insects: Use two of the insect collecting traps 
described in Activity 2 (Berlese Funnel, Indoor Insect Trap), 
Activity 3 (Modified Wilkinson Trap), Activity 4 (Fruit Bait), or 
Activity 5 (Light Attractor) to collect insects. Exhibit a picture 
of your traps and an insect Collection Data Chart that gives 
the trap location (for example, in the basement or in the back 
yard), date collected, and insects collected. 
2. Spread Your Wings and Fly: Make and use a spreading 
board. Exhibit two pictures of your spreading board and three 
butterflies or moths that you prepared using your board. 
3. Insects Experiments: Complete one of the following activi-
ties: Activity 8 (Color My World), Activity 9 (Sowbug Investi-
gations), or Activity 10 (Life’s Stages). Exhibit your data 
sheet and answers to the “Talk It Over” questions. For activi-
ties 8 and 9 include your hypothesis and a conclusive state-
ment about your hypothesis (indicate if it was proved or dis-
proved). 
4. Invasive Species Investigations: Create an informational 
exhibit about one (Indiana) invasive insect. Include the infor-
mation requested in the activity for this insect (first eight (8)
questions). 
5. A Sticky Situation: Make and use sticky traps for four 
weeks as described in Activity 13. Exhibit your data sheet 
and the answers to “Talk it Over” questions. 
6. Footprint Clues: Study the track of 3 different species of 
insect and one arthropod as described in Activity 14. Exhibit 
your data sheet and the answers to “Talk It Over” questions. 
 
Level 3: Grade 9-12 
Display a poster based on one of the following activities: 
1. The Scientific Method: Use the scientific method to com-
plete one of the problems listed in Activity 3. Describe what 
you did to complete the five scientific method steps and in-
clude your data and drawings or pictures of your experiment. 
2. Transecting for Insects: Compare three habitats using the 
scientific method to determine which one has the most ter-
restrial insect activity. Display your transect data sheet for 
each habitat and answer the “Talk It Over” questions. 
3. Please Drop In: Create your own hypothesis and collect 
insects in five pitfall traps to prove or disprove your hypothe-
sis, as described in Activity 7. Display how you completed 

your experiment (including each step in the scientific method) 
and your data for each habitat. 
4. Aliens Among Us: complete the “Natives vs Non-Natives 
Survey Data Sheet” by checking two boxes (Native or non-
native and damage or no damage) for five native and five 
non-native insects as shown in Activity 9. Answer the “Talk In 
Over” questions.  
5. IMP: Learning and Teaching—Make an informational flier 
and use it to teach younger 4-H members about five insect 
pests that might be found in a home or school in your county. 
Exhibit your flier, lesson plan, and photograph of you teach-
ing. Answer the “Talk It Over” questions. 
6. Meal from a Worm: Use the scientific method to study how 
mealworm larvae grow. Include your hypothesis, data charts, 
and conclusions. Answer the “Talk It Over” questions. 
 
Level 3 (grades 9-12): Independent Study 
Advanced Topic - Learn all you can about a topic of your 
choice and present it on a poster or in an Entomology box. 
Include a short manuscript, pictures, graphs, and list the 
works cited to describe what you did and what you learned. 
Title your poster, "Advanced Entomology - Independent 
Study"  
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a 
younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Entomology - Mentor".  
 
 

Field Crops 
 
4-H’er may exhibit in each crop area. 
 
ALL LEVELS: Complete 2 different activities each year in 
your manual. Exhibit must be from one of the activities you 
completed. May not repeat an exhibit. 
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Rec-
ord Sheet must accompany each separate crops exhibit. 
 
ALFALFA 
(No State Fair exhibit) 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Complete activities according to the Allen County Forage 
Manual, and prepare an exhibit from the Suggested Fair 
Exhibits. In addition, you are encouraged to help in the plant-
ing, care and harvesting of at least one acre of alfalfa. 
 
Exhibit Requirements for all Divisions: All members will 
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exhibit one of the Suggested Fair Activity Exhibits from the 
manual, their completed activity sheets, and the crop record 
sheet (4-H 626). In addition, one flake of alfalfa hay must be 
added to exhibit. Judging will be 60% Activity Exhibit; 20% 
activity sheets; 10% crops record; 10% flake of hay. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
CORN 
(No State Fair exhibit) 
 
Level 1: Grades - 3, 4, 5 - Complete at least two of the re-
quired activities according to Beginner Corn manual and 
prepare exhibit from activities. In addition, you are encour-
aged to help in the planting, care and harvesting of at least 
one acre of field corn. Complete “Crops Project Record 
Sheet” first page only. 
Level 2: Grade – 6, 7, 8 - Complete at least two of the re-
quired activities according to Intermediate Corn manual and 
prepare exhibit from activities. In addition, you are encour-
aged to help in the planting, care and harvesting of at least 
one acre of field corn. 
Level 3: Grades - 9, 10, 11, 12 - Complete at least two of 
the activities in the Advanced Corn manual and prepare ex-
hibit from listed activities. In addition, you are encouraged to 
help in the planting, care and harvesting of at least one acre 
of field corn. 
Exhibit Requirements for all Divisions: All members will 
exhibit one of the Suggested Fair Activity Exhibits from the 
manual, their completed activity sheets, and the crop record 
sheet (4-H 626). Judging will be 70% on Activity Exhibits; 
20% activity sheets; 10% on crops record. 
 
SMALL GRAINS 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 
 
Level 1: Grades - 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades - 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades - 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Complete activities according to the Small Grain Manual and 
prepare an exhibit from the Suggested Fair Exhibits. In addi-
tion, you are encouraged to help in the planting, care and 
harvesting of at least one acre of small grains. 
Exhibit Requirements for all Divisions: All members will 
exhibit one of the Suggested Fair Activity Exhibits from the 
manual, their completed activity sheets, and the crop record 
sheet (4-H 626). In addition, ½ peck (1 gallon) of small grain 

must be added to exhibit. Judging will be 60% Activity Exhib-
it; 20% activity sheets, 10% crops record; 10% grain exhibit. 
 
SOYBEANS 
(No State Fair exhibit) 

 
Division 1 for (Grades 3, 4, 5) 
Division 2 and 3 for (Grades 6, 7, 8) 
Division 4 and Advanced for (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
 
Complete by Divisions. Prepare an exhibit from the Suggest-
ed Fair Exhibits found in the manual for each division and on 
the County list of Exhibits. In addition, you are encouraged to 
help in the planting, care and harvesting of at least one acre 
of soybeans. 
Exhibit Requirements for all Divisions: All members will 
exhibit one of the Suggested Fair Activity Exhibits according 
to their division, their completed activity sheets, and the crop 
record sheet (4-H 626). In addition, ½ peck (1 gallon) of soy-
beans must be added to exhibit. Judging will be 60% Activity 
Exhibit, 20% activity sheets, 10% crops record; 10% soy-
beans exhibit. 
 

 
Flowers/Floriculture 

 
ALL LEVELS:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Flowers activity manual. A completed and 
signed Flowers/Floriculture Record Sheet must accompany 
exhibit at check in.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
You should do a DIFFERENT activity and exhibit each year 
that you are in the project. You should also pay special atten-
tion to size guidelines for Flower and Plant Exhibits. Instruc-
tions for exhibits and related activities can be found in the 4-
H Floriculture student manuals (Levels A-D). 
 
Level A (Grades 3 and 4) 
Level B (Grades 5 and 6) 
Level C (Grades 7, 8, 9) 
Level D (Grades 10, 11, 12) 

 
Exhibit Options: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster 
Rule & Label Rule. 
 
Notebook and poster guidelines: 
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Notebook Guidelines: 
-Needs to be a sturdy 3 ring binder (with stiff covers) or a 
bound type notebook (with stiff covers). No report covers or 
similar styles. 
-Make sure the notebook accurately meets the guidelines 
and objectives of the activities in the manual. 
-Information printed directly off the web will not be accepted.  
-Materials included in the notebook need to be educational, 
both for the youth and the audience, and should demonstrate 
that the youth was able to take what he or she learned from 
their research (experiment, or on web, in library, etc) and/or 
activities to create the notebook.  
-Work should include references where appropriate. 
-Pictures, graphics, and artwork are encouraged.  
 
Poster Guidelines: 
-Dimensions = 22” x 28” displayed horizontally with stiff back-
ing and must be covered with clear plastic 
-Identification included in the lower left corner (name, grade, 
county). 
-Poster should ‘tell a story’ or be informative to the audience. 
Will the viewer of your poster learn something from the ex-
hibit? 
-When designing your poster you should consider: lines, 
shapes, textures, colors and placement of items. 
-Pictures, graphics and artwork are encouraged. 
-Make sure the poster accurately meets the guidelines and 
objectives of the activities in the manual. 
-Information printed directly off the web will not be accepted. 
-Materials included in the poster need to be educational, both 
for the youth and the audience, and should demonstrate that 
the youth was able to take what he or she learned from their 
research (experiment, or on web, in library, etc) and/or activi-
ties to create the poster.  
LEVEL A: (Grades 3-4) 
Exhibit Options:  
Flower and Plant Exhibit Categories - (a) Create flower 
arrangement in a simple bud vase; provide your own vase, 
from cut flowers you grew in your garden. Vase must be no 
more than 9 inches tall by 3 inches wide, neck opening of 
vase not to exceed 1 ½” and be clear or white only. Include 1
-3 stems of a main flower, along with appropriate amount of 
filler flower and greenery; OR (b) Create flower arrangement 
in a simple bud vase, provide your own vase, from fresh 
flowers you purchased. Vase must be no more than 9 inches 
tall by 3 inches wide, neck opening of vase not to exceed 1.5 
inches and be clear or white only. Include 1-3 stems of a 
main flower, along with appropriate amount of filler flower 
and greenery. Flowers should be in their natural state, and 
not wired for display; OR (c) Create a simple round arrange-
ment (small, compact round cluster of flowers) with fresh 
flowers you purchased. Including the vase or container, it 
must be no larger than 12" x 12", OR (d) Create a simple 
round arrangement (small, compact round cluster of flowers) 
with fresh flowers you grew. Including the vase or container, 
it must be no larger than 12" x 12".  

 
Poster or Notebook Exhibits – choose any one (1) of the 
following topics: (a) chronicle your work in your flower garden 
(planning, planting, care, harvest, arrangement made with 
your flowers.); OR (b) describe how you planned or designed 
your garden, including how you chose the kinds of flowers; 
OR (c) explain how you harvested your flowers, cared for 
them and used them in an arrangement; OR (d) explore and 
explain: pollination – what it is, why is it important, different 
ways it occurs or transplanting – what, how, things to watch 
out for; or role of insects with flowers (good, bad or both); OR 
(e) explore and explain seed germination or how to care for a 
“sick” plant: OR (f) report on interview with a professional 
(what do they do, types of jobs, type of training, hours 
worked, etc.); OR (g) describe an experiment you did and the 
results; OR (h) describe a community service project you did 
related to your flowers project. 
 
LEVEL B: (Grades 5-6) 
Exhibit Options: Flower and Plant Exhibit Categories – 
(a) Display a mixed planter that may include herbs with foli-
age plants and/or flowering plants. The planter should in-
clude 3 or more kinds of plants and have been planted at 
least two months before the fair. The container exhibit space 
must not exceed 18”x18” (height will be variable). Must in-
clude “Level B plant record (4-H 967C)” chronicling the care 
of your plant; OR (b) Make an item with dried herbs or dried 
flowers that you grew yourself. Examples of items, but not 
limited to , a dried flower product, or a simple dried arrange-
ment in a container; exhibit not to exceed 18”x18”. OR (c) 
Display one house plant, foliage and/or flowering, in a con-
tainer not to exceed 10 inches in diameter. There must be 
only one specimen plant per pot. A flowering plant may be of 
any color with single or double flowers. Must include “Level B 
Plant Record (4-H967C)” chronicling the care of your plant. 
 
Poster or Notebook Exhibits - choose any one(1) of the 
following topics: (a) report how you harvested your flowers 
and/or herbs, cared for them, dried them, and used them; OR 
(b) Explore and explain: insects and your flowers and/or 
herbs; OR (c) Explore and explain: starting seeds indoors -- 
the process and pros and cons; OR (d) explore and explain: 
perennials – what are they, how are they used, benefits or 
drawbacks; or (e) investigate and describe: a butterfly garden
- what types of plants, benefits to insects and butterflies, etc.; 
OR (f) describe how you planned or designed your garden, 
including how you chose the kinds of plants, any problems, 
successes; OR (g) Describe your houseplant - how you 
cared for, transplanted to larger pot, any problems, or suc-
cesses; OR (h) explore and explain:  plant biology – form and 
function, growth, photosynthesis, etc.; OR (i) explore and 
explain: how to grow plants indoors – things to consider, 
common problems and solutions; OR (j) explore and explain: 
environmental effects related to plants (such as light, water, 
soil, or temperature); OR (k) describe an experiment you did 
and the results; OR (l) explore and explain topics from 
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“Imagine That” – plants around the world, information about 
different cultural uses of plants, different ways you used your 
plants/herbs/flowers.  
 
LEVEL C: (Grades 7-8-9) 
Exhibit Options:  
Flower and Plant Exhibit Categories – (a) Display a terrari-
um - Size of the terrarium should be appropriate for use on a 
table at home, and no larger than 12” deep, 18” long and 
16”high. Must have a cover while on exhibit. See activity 
information for design; OR (b) Combination or European 
planter - Exhibit a container of plants (3 or more kinds of 
plants) that you have planted and cared for a minimum of 2 
months. See activity for information on plants and design. 
The container should not exceed exhibit space of 18” x 
18” (height will be variable); OR (c) Create one (1) corsage 
or two (2) boutonnieres made from only fresh flowers. Cor-
sages should contain 3 or more blooms. NO artificial flowers 
or greenery should be used in this category. Bows and deco-
rative items are okay; OR (d) Create one (1) corsage or two 
(2) boutonnieres made from silk or other artificial flowers and 
greenery. Can be created with mixed fresh and artificial ma-
terials, or all artificial; bows and decorative items are okay; 
OR (e) - A dried arrangement in a container or a specialty 
item (such as, but not limited to, a wreath or swag) made 
with dried flowers and dried plant materials. NO artificial 
flowers/plant material should be included. Bows and decora-
tive items are okay. Maximum size 24" x24" (height will be a 
variable); OR (f) - Create a flower arrangement using either 
roses or lilies as the primary component of the arrangement. 
Arrangement should be made with all fresh materials (NO 
artificial, flowers/plant material). Bows and decorative items 
are okay. 
 Poster or Notebook Exhibits – choose any  one(1) of the 
following topics: (a) explore and explain: vegetative propaga-
tion – how to, different types, problems and solutions, differ-
ent uses of; OR (b) explore and explain: plant nutrients – 
what are they, why does the plant need them, what happens 
if the plant has too much or too little, planters or containers 
vs. garden; OR (c) investigate the design of multiple plant 
containers – how to, things to consider, selecting plant mate-
rials, uses of; OR (d) describe how you created your corsage 
or boutonnieres; or dried arrangement. Be sure to include 
appropriate information on design principles and how they 
are used to create your arrangement; OR (e) explore and 
explain:  floral tools and materials (how to use, what they are, 
care of tools, different uses of a tool or material); OR (f) ex-
plore and explain: preserving cut flowers – how, problems, 
uses of and/or diseases related to cut flowers; OR (g) illus-
trate, explore and explain how you dry flowers or other plant 
materials and/or describe different methods and/or how, why 
use them; OR (h) explore and explain: medicinal uses and 
toxicity of fresh and dried flowers and plants; OR (i) describe 
an experiment you did and the results; OR (j) describe a 
career exploration activity you did, such as job shadow, inter-
view with a professional; OR (k) describe a community ser-

vice activity you did related to your flowers project – what you 
did, why, results, etc. 
 
LEVEL D: (Grades 10-11-12) 
Exhibit Options: Flower and Plant Exhibit Categories – 
(a) Create a seasonal arrangement from only fresh flower 
and/or plant materials. Flowers and plant materials specific to 
a season or holiday should be used. For example, fall mums 
or spring tulips. Maximum size 24”x24”x36”. This category 
could include a traditional floral arrangement, but also items 
such as wreaths. Bows and decorative accessories are okay; 
OR (b) - Create a seasonal arrangement that can include 
fresh and/or artificial flower/plant material. Flowers and plant 
materials specific to a season or holiday should be used. 
Maximum size 24"x24"x36”. This category could include a 
traditional floral arrangement, but also items such as 
wreaths. Bows and decorative accessories are okay; OR (c) 
Create a modern or contemporary style arrangement using 
fresh flower and plant materials. See manual for suggestions. 
Maximum size 24”x24”x36”. Include a label that states what 
type of design you have created (botanical, pavè, parallel, 
free-form, abstract, etc.); OR (d) - Create a bridal bouquet. 
Proper display of the bouquet should be considered, but only 
the bouquet will be judged. Bouquet should include only 
fresh plant materials. Bows and decorative accessories are 
okay; OR (e) Create a centerpiece for an event, such as a 
banquet, party, wedding, funeral, or church. Arrangement 
should be no larger than 24”x 24” x 36” and be made from 
EITHER fresh flower and/or plant materials or artificial or silk 
flower and/or plant materials. Bows and decorative accesso-
ries are okay; OR (f) Display a plant that you propagated 
(and grew and cared for) by tissue culture or other vegetative 
propagation methods, or flowering bulbs that you forced. 
Maximum pot size should not exceed 10” diameter. Must 
include “Level D Plant Record (4-H 969C) chronicling the 
care of your plant 
Poster or Notebook Exhibits - choose any on one(1) of the 
following topics: (a) describe how you created your arrange-
ment, include information on the design principles utilized; 
OR (b) explore and explain how you utilize different flowers 
to make a similar style arrangement for different seasons 
(tulips in spring, mums in fall, etc.) or how to utilize similar 
flowers to make different styles of arrangements; OR (c) 
explore and explain: the cost of arrangement and/or a cost 
comparison with flowers (different types flowers, different 
time year, etc.); OR (d) explore and explain: forcing flowers 
(bulbs, branches, etc.); OR (e) explore and explain: market-
ing in the floral industry (large or small business) and/ or a 
market survey and results, and how they can benefit the 
floral industry; OR (f) explore and explain: how to start a 
business related to the floral industry and may include a 
business plan; OR (g) explore and explain the origins of flow-
ers and/or the floriculture industry around the world; OR (h) 
explore and explain: tissue culture, biotechnology, or tradi-
tional breeding of new flower types – what are they, how are 
they used, pros and cons; OR (i) explore and explain:  be a 
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plant detective – what kinds of problems might you have in 
growing and caring for flowers, and how to solve; OR (j) de-
scribe an experiment you did and the results; OR (k) de-
scribe a community service activity you did related to your 
flowers project:  how, why, results.  
 
 

Foods 
 

Exhibit Introduction 
Purdue Extension Food Safety Policy (effective 11/2013): 
For food competitions -  Filling, frosting, glazing, pie filling, 
and meringue, (whether uncooked or cooked) are not permit-
ted to contain cream cheese, sour cream, heavy cream, or 
whipped cream as the nature of these products increases the 
moisture content and water activity of the food. Foods with a 
higher moisture content and water activity can be ideal grow-
ing conditions for food borne pathogens, even if the ingredi-
ent is part of a batter and baked. Additionally, raw milk, raw 
milk products or uncooked eggs/egg whites are not permit-
ted. Eggs/egg whites that have been cooked to 160°F (i.e. 
pasteurized or included as part of a batter and baked) are 
acceptable. No home-canned fruits, vegetables, or meats are 
permitted in products. Recipes must be provided that show 
which ingredients were used in each part of the product. 
Contestants should carefully wash their hands and make sure 
that their hands do not have any open cuts before preparing 
foods. Contestants should not be preparing  food exhibits for 
competition within 48 hours of recovering from any illness. 
Whenever possible, baked products should be transported 
and stored in chilled coolers (41°F). 
 
Judges and individuals who will consume products from 
county and state competitions should be informed that they 
are at risk for foodborne illness since the established policy 
cannot guarantee that an entry which may be a "potentially 
hazardous food" has been properly prepared or handled be-
fore, during or following the competition. Tasting of a food 
product is solely at the discretion of the judge. Judges are 
NOT to taste any low-acid or acidified preserved food, like 
green beans or tomato products, and are discouraged from 
tasting any other home preserved food. 
 
Consumers of competitive food exhibits being sold at auction 
or used for hospitality purposes should be notified they could 
be at risk for foodborne illness since the established policy 
cannot guarantee that an entry which may be a “potentially 
hazardous food” has been properly prepared or handled be-
fore, during, or following the competition. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 

to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Instructions for preparing food exhibits for display at 
State Fair (these instructions may be adapted for use in 
your county): 
Labeling Suggestions 

Cover label with clear plastic wrap so that it will not become 
grease stained. 
Tape label to the paper plate or container before the prod-
uct is wrapped. 

 
Recipe or index cards: 
A recipe card or index card (no larger than 5 1/2" x 8 1/2") is 
required for all food exhibits. Be sure to include the recipe 
source all the information requested in the exhibit description, 
as well as your name, county, and grade level/exhibit option. 
It is recommended that you wrap the card in plastic wrap or 
in a plastic bag. Recipe cards will not be returned. 
 
Since it is illegal in the State of Indiana for youth under 
the age of 21 to purchase or consume alcoholic bever-
ages, 4-H members are to use recipes that do not include 
an alcoholic beverage as an ingredient. A suitable non-
alcoholic or imitation product may be substituted. 
Food preservation jars/containers: 
1.  All canned products must have the ring on the jar top to 

protect the seal. 
2.  Containers will NOT be returned from the Indiana State 

Fair. 
 
How to prepare products for display. 
Most food products should be displayed on a paper or foam 

plate. 
For cakes - cut a piece of cardboard about 1/2 inch larger 

than the bottom of the cake. Cover this cardboard with 
wax paper, plastic wrap, or foil before putting the cake on 
it. 

Any product that may be sticky on the bottom, such as 
some fancy breads, should be put on round, square, or 
rectangle cardboard. Cover this cardboard with wax pa-
per, plastic wrap, or foil before putting the food product 
on it. 

Frozen food exhibits (containers and food) will not be re-
turned to the exhibitor. Please display in freezer bags or 
disposable freezer containers. 

Pies should be exhibited in disposable pie tin. Reusable 
containers or pans will NOT be returned from the Indi-
ana State Fair. 

 
Exhibit Requirements (Participants may exhibit one baked 

and/or one preserved item per grade) 
Level A, Grade 3 
Three snack-sized (approximately 2”-3” individual size) 



 

34 

drop, molded or bar baked cookies. No glaze or frosting. 
Include recipe card and display on a dessert size paper or 
foam plate. 

A package of 3 baked, snack-sized (approximately 2”-3” 
individual size) frozen cookies. Display in freezer bag or 
freezer container. (NOTE: Freezer containers will not be 
returned.) Include index card with recipe and instructions 
for defrosting. Label with name of product, quantity, and 
date frozen. 

 
Level A, Grade 4 
Three standard size muffins that contain an ingredient that 

is a source of Vitamin A or Vitamin C (no muffin liners). 
Include recipe card. 

One package of frozen berries. Display in freezer bag or 
freezer container. (NOTE: Freezer containers will not be 
returned.) Include index card with recipe and instructions 
for cooking or defrosting. Label with name of product, 
quantity, and date frozen. 

 
Level B, Grade 5 
A square, oblong or round layer reduced-fat cake without 

frosting. Reduce the amount of fat in the recipe by using 
a fruit puree or baby food fruit product that does not con-
tain yogurt. Include recipe card. 

One uncooked frozen mini-pizza using whole-grain pita 
bread, english muffin, bagel, or already prepared crust 
(no larger than 7" in diameter) with toppings of your 
choice. Include at least 4 MyPlate food groups on your 
pizza. Meat toppings such as hamburger, sausage, bacon, 
etc. must be cooked. Display on covered cardboard inside 
freezer bag. Include index card with recipe and instruc-
tions for cooking. Label with name of product, quantity, 
and date frozen. 

 
Level B, Grade 6 
Three no-yeast, any shape pretzels with a whole grain 

flour mixture (shaped, stick, or nugget) OR 3 no-yeast 
sweet or savory rolled biscuits with a whole grain flour 
(no drop biscuits.) Include recipe card. 

One package of any frozen vegetable or combination vege-
tables. Display in freezer bag or freezer container. 
(NOTE: Freezer containers will not be returned.) Include 
index card with instructions for defrosting and cooking. 
Label with name of product, quantity, and date frozen. 

 
Level C, Grade 7, 8, 9 
Exhibitors may choose one baked and/or one preserved 

product from the following list. It is suggested a partici-
pant choose a different option each year, but this is not a 
requirement. 

BAKED PRODUCT OPTIONS: 
Three (3) yeast bread sticks or yeast rolls (any shape, medi-

um size - not a sweet roll), using a whole grain flour mix-
ture such as whole wheat, rye, oat bran, etc. Include reci-
pe card. Participants are expected to learn how to knead 

bread dough by hand and allow it to rise appropriately. It is 
NOT acceptable to use a home bread maker. 

A yeast bread (can be loaf, braid, but not rolls) using a 
whole grain flour mixture such as whole wheat, rye, oat 
bran, etc. Include recipe card. Participants are expected 
to learn how to knead bread dough by hand and allow it 
to rise appropriately. It is NOT acceptable to use a home 
bread maker. 

One package of a non-perishable, invented healthy snack 
(such as a granola bar, popcorn snack, trail mix, etc). Your 
snack must include at least 2 food groups from MyPlate. 
Exhibit must include your snack product and a separate 
folder containing a marketing plan with product name, reci-
pe, how it will be packaged, a package design, where it will 
be sold and suggested selling price. Style your snack for a 
photo shoot and include the picture in your marketing plan. 
Label should include product name, date, quantity, and 
serving size. 

 
PRESERVED PRODUCT OPTIONS 
One (1) container of freezer jam. Include index card with reci-

pe and instructions for storing. Label with name of product, 
quantity, and date frozen. 

One jar of a canned tomato product using the Hot Pack Meth-
od for a boiling water bath canner, such as tomato juice, 
catsup, barbecue sauce, or salsa. Include index card with 
recipe and instructions for cooking or using the product. 
Label with name of product, quantity, and date canned. 
Note: Only food preservation products made using USDA 
approved or Ball Blue Book recipes are acceptable. 

One jar of a canned pickled product or canned pickles. Include 
index card with recipe, processing, and storage instruc-
tions. (Products using a fancy pack are not accepted.) Label 
with name of product, quantity, and date canned. Note: 
Only food preservation products made using USDA ap-
proved or Ball Blue Book recipes are acceptable. 

 
Level D, Grade 10, 11, 12 
Exhibitors may choose one baked and/or one preserved prod-

uct from the following list. It is suggested a participant 
choose a different option each year, but this is not a require-
ment. 

BAKED PRODUCT OPTIONS: 
A single or double crust baked fruit pie (no graham cracker 

crust). Include recipe card. (Note: Custards, cream, cream 
cheese frosting and fillings, and raw egg white frosting are 
not acceptable in an exhibit because they are highly perish-
able when left at room temperatures.) 

A non-perishable baked food product for a catered meal or 
special event in which organizers have requested low fat 
and/or reduced sugar items. Exhibit will include your food 
product and a notebook outlining how this product is to be 
used at the event, menu, supplies to buy, preparation sched-
ule, equipment, table layout, etc. A table display ois optional 
and should be no larger than 16” deep x 22” wide x 28” high. 
Include index card with recipe. 
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Select a condition in which people have to specifically modify 
their eating habits (diabetes, heart disease, Celiac disease, 
food allergies, etc.) Prepare a non-perishable baked food 
product appropriate for someone with this condition. Exhibit 
will include your food product and a notebook summarizing 
the condition or allergy, nutrition considerations involved 
with the condition, a description of your baked item, and an 
explanation of how it fits within the nutrition considerations. 
Make sure to note any ingredients that could cause an aller-
gic reaction. Include index card with recipe. 

 
PRESERVED PRODUCT OPTIONS: 
One jar of pressure canned vegetables, meat or combination 

product, such as soup, stew, spaghetti sauce with meat, 
etc. Include index card with recipe and instructions for cook-
ing or using the product. (Products using a fancy pack are 
not accepted.) Label with name of product, quantity, and 
date canned. Note: Only food preservation products made 
using USDA approved or Ball Blue Book recipes are ac-
ceptable. 

One package of a combination food frozen entree in freezer 
container. The combination food should contain 3 food 
groups from MyPlate. Exhibit should include an index card 
with recipe and instructions for reheating. Display in dispos-
able containers. No containers will be returned. Label with 
name of product, quantity, and date frozen. 

A jar of cooked jam or a reduced-sugar fruit spread. Include 
recipe card. Label with name of product, quantity, and date 
made. 

 

 

Forestry 
 

ALL LEVELS:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Forestry activity manual. A completed and 
signed Forestry Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in.  

 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web 
site links, people and professionals interviewed, books, mag-
azines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 

 
Exhibits:  Choose one of the topics listed below, appropriate 
for your grade in school, and use that topic for your exhibit 
title. If you are exhibiting leaves, they should be free of any 
damage. If you choose to write their scientific names, they 
must be in either italics or underscored. The Genus (first 
name) must have the first letter capitalized. The species 
(second name) has no capitalization. Note – Scientific names 

are required for herbariums. Exhibits must be displayed hori-
zontally, size 22” x 28”, mounted on firm backing and cov-
ered in clear plastic. Be sure to include a label on your post-
er. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & La-
bel Rule, (2) A completed and signed Record Sheet must 
accompany exhibit. 
Level 1 Grades 3-5 
Display a poster based on one of the following activities. 
Select a different topic each year. 
(a) - Leafing Out - comparison. Collect, dry and mount 6 
different species of leaves showing leaf differences: one leaf 
with opposite arrangement and one with an alternate ar-
rangement, two leaves with different leaf margins, a com-
pound leaf, and simple leaf. Use the 50 Trees of Indiana 
book (4-H 15-80 or CD-FNR-3) as a reference and identify 
the leaves and group them under the titles of "arrangement," 
"leaf margins," and "compound or simple." Draw (or copy the 
picture) and label the parts of a leaf using the diagram from 
the manual. Title your poster, Leafing Out - Leaf Differences; 
OR (b) - Leafing Out - collection. Identify and exhibit leaves 
from 10 different trees that are listed in 50 Trees of Indiana 
book (4-H 15-80 or CD-FNR-3). List at least two unique char-
acteristics of each tree. Title your poster, Leafing Out - Col-
lection.; OR c) Hold on Tight - dig up a small plant root sys-
tem and display along with a drawing of the root system with 
the anchor, lateral, and feeder roots identified and the “Parts 
of a Tree” diagram (4-H 641B); or d) Down in the Dirt – col-
lect roots from 3 different habitats: woods, near a creek, and 
in a pasture or prairie. (Note: do not use the habitats listed in 
your manual.) Display the roots along with the completed 
root test chart (copy or recreate) showing the color, size, and 
shape information. Include any unique features you noted; 
OR e) My Couch is a Tree? Use pictures (draw, cut from 
magazines, print or take photographs) to show 10 things in 
and around your home that are made from wood; OR (f) - 
Fun in the Forest (pp 32 & 33), Visit a state park or forest, 
take your 50 Trees of Indiana book (4-H 15-80 or CD-FNR-
3), diagram the trails you hiked, and list the types of trees 
you saw. Photographs of you hiking and some of the trees 
you saw will help tell your story. 
Level 2  Grades 6-8 
Display a poster based on one of the following activities. 
Select a different topic each year. 
(a) - The Leaf Machine, copy, draw, or find a picture of a 
cross-section of a leaf. Label the 7 parts. Give the chemical 
reaction for photosynthesis, defining the chemicals: CO2, 
H2O, O2, and C6H12O6. Be sure to balance your equation! 
There should be the same number of Carbon, Oxygen, and 
Hydrogen molecules on each side of the equal sign. You 
may need to ask an older (high school) 4-H member or sci-
ence teacher for help. Draw the tree canopy, trunk, and roots 
(or use the tree diagram, 4-H 641B) and indentify the crown, 
truck, (with the parts – heartwood, sapwood, cambium and 
bark listed on the right) feeder roots and anchor roots; OR (b) 
- My State's Forests, use a map, draw, or find a picture of 
Indiana on the Internet (e.g., www.in.gov/igic). Show where 
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your home, your school, and your fairgrounds, are located; 
Choose one of the following options to complete your poster. 
(1) Show where Indiana’s state forests are located. List a few 
facts about each. Visit a state forest and have someone take 
your picture by the sign if possible OR (2) Show where some 
state parks and state forests are located (5-15). List some 
facts about each one. Visit a state part or forest and have 
someone take your picture by the sign, if possible.; OR (c) 
Someone Call a (Tree) Doctor and Stop Bugging Me - collect 
10 samples of tree leaves, twigs, stems or roots damaged by 
insects or disease and the fruiting body or disease that 
caused the damage. List information about the insect or dis-
ease and the species of tree that was affected; OR (d) Fire in 
the Forest – explain the Fire Triangle and describe what 
happened during and after a famous forest fire. Drawings or 
pictures will help tell the tale; OR (e) Growing Every Day, 
Complete the table to calculate the volume of 5 large trees 
that you can find and measure in your county. Research to 
find out how to make and use a Tree Measuring Stick (FNR-
4) and use that to calculate the volume of each tree. Explain 
why you think your results varied with the two methods of 
determining tree volume (the one in your 4-H manual or us-
ing a tree measuring stick); OR f) Tree Planting – Plant 1-3 
shade trees. Include information about the tree (or trees) 
your planted, why you choose the species you did, what are 
the benefits of this tree, and how tall this tree (or trees) will 
be when mature. Explain why you choose the planning site 
that you did, where you found your planting information, what 
steps you followed, the hole size, care of your tree (watering 
and weed control), and any other information you can give. 
Include a picture of your tree (photo or drawing). Reference: 
FNR-FAQ-18-W. 
 
Level 3 Grades 9-10-11-12 
Display a poster based on one of the following activities. 
Select a different topic each year. 
a) A World of Forests - indicate the 3 major forest biomes on 
a copy, drawing, or picture of the world. Complete the table 
given in the activity; OR b) City Trees - complete the ques-
tions about Tree City (page 20). Show (draw or use pictures) 
some trees that are often used in city plantings and explain 
the benefits or these trees; OR c) Trim the Trees - explain 
the 5 different kinds of pruning for urban trees. List some dos 
and don’ts of proper pruning; OR d) My Boss is a Tree, list 5 
jobs that require a knowledge of trees and forestry. Explain 
the training and education that is needed and what types of 
things you might be doing if you had this job; OR e) Tree 
Planting – Present a tree planting plan for at least 100 trees. 
Include the type of trees you planted, pictures, cost, method 
of planting, weeding, pruning your trees, and any additional 
information. Your exhibit must have a title, labels, backing 
and plastic covering as required in the manual. Reference: 
FNR-FAQ-18-W; or f) Herbarium Collection-Trees, Collect 25 
terminal twigs and at least two leaves, if space allows (only 
one compound leaf is required), from native forest trees. 
Mount the specimens on 11 ½” x 16 ½” paper. One leaf on 

the twig must be mounted to show the back side of the leaf. 
Label each sheet with the following: common name, scientific 
name, where collected, county where collected, date collect-
ed, name of collector and specimen number. Cover each 
specimen. There are no specific references given for these 
exhibits. Youth are encouraged to use Extension publica-
tions, the Internet, books, and forest specialists to develop 
these items; OR g) Herbarium Collection – Shrubs, Collect 
25 terminal twigs, with leaves attached, from native shrubs. 
Mount the specimens on 11 ½” x 16 ½” paper. One leaf on 
the twig must be mounted to show the back side of the leaf. 
Label each sheet with the following: common name, scientific 
name, where collected, county where collected, date collect-
ed, name of collector and specimen number. Cover each 
specimen. There are no specific references given for these 
exhibits. Youth are encouraged to use Extension publica-
tions, the Internet, books and forest specialists to develop 
these items. 

 
*Note: Herbarium collections must be accessible to the judg-
es. Do not cover it under the plastic that covers your poster. 
You may want to attach a folder or other holder over your 
poster to hold the mounted, covered specimens. 

 

Level: Independent Study: Grades 9-12 

Advanced topic - Learn all you can about an Indiana or 
Eastern Deciduous forestry topic of your choice and present 
it on a poster. Include a short manuscript, pictures, graphs, 
and list the works cited to describe what you did and what 
you learned. Title your poster, "Advanced Forestry - Inde-
pendent Study." 
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a 
younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Forestry - Mentor." 
 
 

 
Garden 

(Any 4-H'er may enter a State Fair exhibit -  
check with Extension Office) 

 
Level A - Grades 3 & 4 
Level B - Grades 5 & 6 
Level C - Grades 7, 8, 9 
Level D - Grades 10, 11, 12 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Garden activity manual. A completed and 
signed Garden Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in. A separate completed and signed record sheet 
must be turned in with the each exhibit, or potted herb exhibit 
or poster exhibit. 



 

37 

 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
County Exhibit Rules are: All vegetables or herbs should 
be labeled according to variety. All vegetables must have 
been produced by the 4-H member. Exhibit should be as 
near maturity as possible. Exhibit must be from list of 
‘Suggested 4-H Garden Exhibits’ (4-H 970-W) See Table 1. 
Also, read carefully the section on Suggestions for Pre-
paring 4-H Vegetable Garden Exhibits.  
 

 

Requirements 

Level: All levels  

Project Completion Recommendations 

Read and study 4-H Garden manual(s). 
Plan your garden. 
Select plants and seeds. 
Plant your garden. 
Care for your garden. 
Harvest your produce. 
Exhibit your produce. 
Try something new, as listed in the manual. 
Keep a complete record of your garden activities. 
Complete activities as required in manual. 

Single Vegetable 
May be selected from 4-H Garden Publication 4-H 970-W 
(updated yearly) or list in the State Fair Premium book. 
Maximum of 5 different single plate exhibits per exhibitor. 
Single vegetable entries should be labeled with common 
name, Latin name, and variety of vegetable. The Latin 
names can be found in 4-H Garden Publication 4-H 970-
W.  
Example: 
Green bean (Phaseolus vulgaris) 
‘Blue Lake 47 Bush’ 

 
Garden Collection 
three (3) plates 
four (4) plates 
five (5) plates 

In all three classes, vegetables are to be exhibited on paper 
plates and may include a display of not less than three gar-
den flowers, grown in your own garden. Exhibitors may each 
exhibit one collection (3 or 4 or 5 plate garden collection) at 
State Fair. Garden collection entries should be labeled with 
common name, Latin name, and variety. Latin names can 
be found in 4-H Garden Publication 4-H 970-W. 

 
Single Herb Exhibit 
Can enter three single herbs (all edible types) that must 
be labeled with common and Latin names and in pots 8" 
diameter maximum. (maximum of three different pots) 
Resource HO-28; 4-H 970-W 
For list of herbs acceptable for State Fair, see State Fair 
handbook or 4-H 970W. 
 
Garden Education 
One garden education exhibit per county. May be selected for 
Indiana State Fair exhibition. 

Anyone can complete Section IV (Garden Education), but 
members enrolled in Levels C and D of the garden project 
SHOULD exhibit one of the following activities in addition to 
the Produce Exhibit (Section I, II and III). Not eligible for 
Champion, Reserve Champion or Honor Class. 
 
Produce Options 
Exhibit four (4) plates containing two cultivars of two different 

kinds of vegetables in your garden. For example: display 
tomato Rutgers and tomato Roma on two plates and spin-
ach Melody and America on two plates. Label the cultivars 
you exhibit. 

Label and exhibit three unusual vegetables (may or 
may not be discussed in your 4-H Garden Manual) 
you grew in your garden this year. If not listed in the 
vegetable display chart, check with your Extension 
office. For example: spaghetti squash, head lettuce, 
etc. 

Poster Options 
Make a poster of five commonly found diseases in vegetable 
gardens, the damage caused by each, and the control op-
tions for each. 
Make a poster of five commonly found vegetable garden 
insects: beneficial (good guys) and/or injurious (bad guys), 
benefits or damage caused by each, and the related man-
agement practices (how to keep the beneficial, and how to 
control the injurious insects). 
Make a poster of a maximum of 10 pests (diseases, insects, 
weeds, and/or rodents) you found in your garden this year, 
damage caused, control measures used, and results. 
Make a poster explaining a computer garden program or 
mobile application. 
Make a poster showing a picture story of what you did in your 
garden this year. Example: how you planned, planted, and 
maintained your garden. 
Make a poster showing your financial record. 
Make a poster of pictures showing your experiences in hy-
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droponics. 
Make a poster explaining various career options working with 
vegetables/herbs. 
Make a poster explaining types of pollinators and their im-
portance in vegetable and fruit production. 
Make a poster that shows the different types of plant parts 
that are consumed by humans. Be sure to identify the fruit or 
vegetable and categorize it by root, stem, leaf, or flower. 
Make a poster that shows different storage methods for veg-
etables. 
Make a poster showing how to create a raised bed OR con-
tainer vegetable garden. 
Make a poster discussing how herbs listed on the last page 
of 4-H Garden Publication 4-H 970-W are used and have 
been used throughout history. Be sure to include both culi-
nary and medicinal uses as well as other unique uses, if any. 
 

Resources 
4-H Garden Publication 4-H 970-W 
 
 
Special Activity  Largest garden/produce by length and/or 
diameter to Garden project. Will change each year. Please 
see the current year’s exhibit requirements for the Garden 
project on our website. 

 

 
Genealogy 

 
ALL DIVISIONS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Label Rule. 
 
ALL DIVISIONS 1-4: You must use the pedigree charts 
listed at the four-h.purdue.edu, 4-H 748Pc-W or 4-H 748Pbw
-W or the commercial software forms, but not the old “packet” 
pedigree charts. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Do not include any additional information other than the re-
quirements for any one division. 
If you are using a genealogical commercial software pro-
gram, you may need to type in or handwrite in information 
required by the Indiana 4-H genealogy project. See 4-H 
forms on the 4-H website. 
 
Since the current year’s exhibit builds on the previous years 

data collection, only the current year’s data collection is re-
quired for exhibitions. Original documents are NOT to be 
included in the exhibit notebook. Instead, a photocopy of any 
legal document is to be included in the notebook and all iden-
tifiable information (like social security numbers) except for 
names is to be completely marked out. Original legal docu-
ments are to be kept in a secure location by the 4-H member 
and his/her family.  
 
DIVISION I - Exhibit a notebook that includes all the follow-
ing: 
a) An introduction page with a recent photograph of yourself. 
b) Completed three-generation pedigree chart. This includes 
you, your parents, and your grandparents, ancestors #1 
through #7. Put all surnames in capital letters and all dates in 
military form (12 July 1974). Give each person a number, as 
described in the "Recording the Information" section of the 
Indiana 4-H Genealogy Resource Guide 4-H 748.  
c) A Family Group Sheet for your parents and each pair of 
grandparents. Sources of information must be filled in on 
family group sheets (see section "Recording the Infor-
mation").  
d) Four (4) "Additional Information Worksheets":   
e) one (1) for you, the 4-H member;  
    one (1) for your parents;  
   one (1) for each set of grandparents (total = two work-
sheets)  
f) Any documents or pictures pertaining to these three gener-
ations. Documents must be labeled with ancestor name and 
ancestor number. Pictures need to be labeled with ancestor 
name, plus names of all known people, place and date pic-
ture was taken, as well as ancestor numbers. 
g) A diary of your work. 
h) Turn in a completed record sheet. 
 
DIVISION II - Exhibit a notebook that includes all the follow-
ing:  
a) Four-generation pedigree chart. This would include you, 
your parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, ances-
tors #1 through #15. You must use the pedigree charts listed 
4-H 748Pc-W or 4-H 748Pbw-W  
b) A Family Group Sheet for each pair of great-grandparents. 
Sources of information filled in on family group sheets (see 
section "Recording the Information" in the Indiana 4-H Gene-
alogy Resource Guide 4-H 748).  
c) An additional information worksheet for each set of great 
grandparents. 
d) Any photographs taken of tombstones of your ancestors 
and their children. Please document location of tombstone(s) 
and label with ancestor name, ancestor number, and date 
photo was taken. Rubbings are acceptable in lieu of photo-
graphs. 
e) Any other documents or pictures pertaining to these gen-
erations, correctly labeled. 
f) A diary of your work. 
g) Turn in a completed record sheet. 
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DIVISION III - Exhibit a notebook that includes all the follow-
ing: 
a)Five-generation pedigree chart as in Division I, ancestors 
#1 through #31. Computer programs do not generally print 
chart numbers, so if you are using a computer program, 
make sure you have the correct number of ancestors. If an 
ancestor is UNKNOWN, please indicate as UNKNOWN. You 
must use the pedigree charts listed 4-H 748PcW or 4-H Pbw-
W. 
b) Additional Family Group Sheets and information work-
sheets for generation five (5). Sources of information must be 
filled in on family group sheets (see section "Recording the 
Information" in Indiana 4-H Genealogy Resource Guide 4-H 
748.). 
c) Write an autobiography, the story of your life. Include pic-
tures, relevant dates, and important events. OR, write an 
essay about what your hopes and dreams are for the future, 
or about life goals you hope to attain. 
d) Any documents or pictures pertaining to these genera-
tions, correctly labeled. 
e) A diary of your work. 
f.) Turn in a completed record sheet. 
DIVISION IV - Exhibit a notebook that includes all the follow-
ing: 
a)Six-generation pedigree charts as in Division I, ancestors 
#1 through #63. Computer programs do not generally print 
chart numbers, so if you are using a computer program, 
make sure you have the correct number of ancestors. You 
must use the pedigree charts listed 4-H 748Pc-W or 4-H Pbw
-W. 
b) Additional Family Group Sheets and information work-
sheets for generation six (6). Sources of information must be 
filled in on family group sheets (see section "Recording the 
Information"). 
c) A copy of a photograph or a story of a sixth-generation 
ancestor. Include information about the date when the photo-
graph was taken, how or where you found it and what's hap-
pening in it or why it was taken. If this is unavailable, write a 
story about the historical period during which your sixth gen-
eration ancestor was living. 
d) Any documents or pictures pertaining to these genera-
tions, correctly labeled. 
e) A diary of your work. 
f)  Turn in a completed record sheet 
 
ADVANCED DIVISION - Exhibit a notebook that includes all 
the following: 
a) Seventh or Eight-generation pedigree charts, ancestors 
through # 255.Computer programs do not generally print 
chart numbers, so if you are using a computer program, 
make sure you have the correct number of ancestors. 
b) Your family group sheet and additional information work-
sheets for generations seven and eight. 
c) Sources of information filled in on family group sheets (see 
section "Recording the Information" in the Indiana 4-H Gene-

alogy Resource Guide, 4-H 748). 
d) One advanced level option (see below). 
e) Any documents or pictures pertaining to these genera-
tions; correctly labeled. 
f)  A diary of your work 
g) Turn in a completed record sheet. 
 
Pedigree charts are available on the Indiana 4-H Web site for 
your additional genealogy research, www.four-h.purdue.edu. 
Each year following, continue to add ancestors to your pedi-
gree charts. In addition, choose one of the following options 
that has not been completed previously. Please identify, by 
letter, the option that you are completing (for example: Ad-
vanced Division, Year 1, Option A; Advanced Division, Year 
2, Option C; etc.) 
 
a) A migration map of your eight-generation ancestors. You 
should have at least one map per family line with charts or 
explanations of the migrations.  
b) A timeline historical report of a family line. Show how this 
family fits into history. Document your report as well as possi-
ble with dates, records, places or maps, pictures, etc. Be 
sure to include proper labels and sources.  
c)  A census history of a family line. Census abstract forms 
can be found on several websites. Download forms to ab-
stract the census. Your notebook should contain copies of 
the census and the completed abstract form for each census.  
d) A history of your family's religious background for any 
family line or lines. Include a brief history of the denomina-
tion. Include baptism, confirmation or profession of faith and 
membership records. Also include information or history of 
the congregations involved. Be sure to include proper labels 
and sources.  
e) A history of your family's military service for a family line. 
Include supporting documents when possible. These docu-
ments could include military records, (muster rolls, discharge 
papers, etc.), pension records, and bounty land records, as 
well as maps and pictures. Be sure to include proper labels 
and sources.  
f) A research paper on a famous ancestor. Prove your rela-
tionship to this person with documentation. Try to include 
pictures and anecdotes to enhance your paper.  
g) Complete a family line or lines back as many generations 
as possible beyond eight generations. Include pictures, maps 
and documents. Be sure to include proper labels and 
sources. 
h) A timeline historical report of another family line not previ-
ously completed. Document as well as possible as in Option 
B. You need to state at the beginning that this is a second 
family historical report on such ancestor.  
i) A history of your family's military service for a family line 
not previously completed. Include supporting documents as 
in Option E. You need to state at the beginning that this is a 
second family military history report on such ancestor.  
j) Family DNA history. (This can be a very expensive option) 
Please include charts and explanations.  

http://www.four-h.purdue.edu
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Geology 
 

ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Rec-
ord Sheet must accompany exhibit.  
 
ALL LEVELS: Titles must be in the front of the poster or box. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Create an exhibit to show the public some of the geology 
specimens you have collected. Posters must be displayed 
horizontally, sized 22" x 28," mounted on a firm backing 
(foam-core board or other), and covered in clear plastic or 
other transparent material. Or, you may display your speci-
mens in an insect display box (18 x 24 inches), orientated 
horizontally. Include actual specimens in your exhibit, when-
ever possible. You can make your own labels for your speci-
mens. See the suggested label format found in the Indiana 4-
H geology manuals. Boxes make your specimens more se-
cure. Do not put valuable specimens on posters where they 
can be removed quickly. Be sure to include a label with your 
name, grade, and county. Choose one of the topics listed 
below, appropriate for your grade in school, and use that 
name for your title. You may use a sub-title, if you wish.  
 
You may purchase your specimens and may display rocks, 
fossils, and minerals from other countries. If you purchase 
your specimen, indicate where and when you purchase it and 
the location you would expect to find the specimen. If you 
collect a specimen, indicate the county and township where 
you found it.  
 
Posters and display boxes will be exhibited "standing up" at 
the Indiana State Fair. Therefore, you need to secure your 
specimens securely. Project leaders suggest the following 
methods: soaking ½ cotton ball in Elmer's glue, hot glue, or 
clear tub sealant. Place the cotton ball in your box and put 
your rock (or fossil or mineral) on the cotton ball and let sit. It 
will take 1-2 weeks for Elmer's glue to fully harden. Speci-
mens mounted with Elmer's glue can be removed by soaking 
the cotton ball in water. Glue remaining on the rock may be 
brushed off with an old, damp toothbrush.  
When exhibiting rocks - show a fresh surface to help judges 
identify the rock.  

 
 
Labels - Include the specific geographical location where you 
would expect to find any specimens as well as where you 
actually acquired it (found, purchased, etc.). 
 
Do not identify your specimens any further than phylum and 
class. There is one exception to this for fossils which are 
identified to phylum OR class. Class should only be used for 
fossils of mollusks, backboned animals and arthropods. 
 
Allen County Recommendations: Cut a small hole in plastic 
where the specimen is to be placed and glue the specimen 
on. For protection of your exhibit--Please bring additional 
plastic and cover the entire poster after judging. 
 
LEVEL 1:  Grade 3-5 - Display a poster (or use an exhibit 
box) based on one of the following activities: (a) The Rock 
Cycle: Explain the rock cycle using both words and pictures; 
OR (b) Rock Types: Display rocks from the three major 
types: igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic. Examples of 
each include: Igneous-granite, basalt, gabbro; Sedimentary - 
limestone, dolomite, shale, chert, gypsum; and Metamorphic 
- quartzite, schist, marble, slate; OR (c) How Rocks Change: 
Color and display the picture in your book or draw and color 
your own on your poster. Briefly describe the earth process-
es that are shown; OR (d) Rock Artwork: Display your rock 
artwork and the story that you created; OR (e) Collections: 
Display and identify 8 rocks; OR (f) Making Crystal Models: 
Display the crystal forms characteristics of most minerals 
(cubic, tetragonal, hexagonal, orthorhombic, monoclimic, 
triclinic) in a display box with their name and mineral with this 
form. You may color, paint, or use markers on your crystal 
models; OR  (g) Molds and Casts: Display three molds and/
or casts in a display box. Describe the steps that you fol-
lowed to create a mold or cast. 
 
LEVEL 2: Grade 6-8 - Display a poster (or use an exhibit 
box) based on one of the following activities: (a) Rocks with 
Different Textures: Identify and display six rocks with three 
very different textures (two rocks of each general type). In-
clude three grades of sandpaper and show how the differ-
ences in sandpaper is similar to the differences in rock tex-
ture; OR (b) Indiana Limestone: Show and label pictures or 
photographs of ten buildings, sculptures, or monuments 
made from Indiana limestone; OR (c) Mineral properties and 
tests: Explain the characteristics: crystal form, cleavage, 
hardness, appearance, and streak. Explain tests used in 
identifying specimens. Examples you might include are 
streak, acid, hardness, chemical analysis, and specific gravi-
ty; OR (d) How We Use Minerals: Show 10 common prod-
ucts that contain minerals. Explain the minerals that are con-
tained in these products and the characteristic that makes 
them useful; OR (e) Geologic Time: Create a display to show 
the major geologic eras. Indicate the names, specific fea-
tures, and approximate length of each; OR (f) Indiana’s Glac-



 

41 

iers: Show the extent of Indiana’s three main glaciers; OR (g) 
Indiana Geology: Exhibit a map or sketch of Indiana showing 
at least ten sites with interesting geological formations. De-
scribe the formation and sketch or show a picture of the for-
mation; OR (h) Field Trip: Describe a geology field trip that 
you took. Describe where you went and what you learned. 
Include photographs (if possible) or sketch what you saw; 
OR (i) Collections: Display and identify one of the following: 8
-16 minerals, fossils, or 4-8 of each (half minerals and half 
fossils). You may exhibit a new collection in subsequent 
years but not one you have already exhibited.  
 
LEVEL 3: Grade 9-12 - Display a poster (or use an exhibit 
box) based on one of the following activities (a) Geology 
Research: Prepare a display to teach others about the topic 
you studied. Include an appropriate title, abstract (brief de-
scription of your topic), and photographs, drawings, charts, or 
graphs that help explain your topic. This activity may be re-
peated if a new topic is chosen in subsequent years; OR (b) 
Lapidary and Jewelry: Show how stones and minerals are 
turned into polished stones and jewelry. Show and explain 
the steps involved; OR (c) Miniatures: Display five miniatures 
in a display box and explain the benefits of collecting minia-
tures and how they are prepared; OR (d) Indiana’s State 
Parks or Forests: Create a matching game of Indiana’s State 
Parks or Forests and a brief description, OR (e) Indiana, U.S, 
or World Geology: Teach others about one Indiana, U.S., or 
World Geology topic; OR (f) Career Exploration: Prepare a 
display that explains your interview with someone who needs 
an understanding of geology to do their job. 
 
LEVEL 3: Independent Study Grades 9-12  
Resources must be from educational or government entities. 
Advanced topic - Learn all you can about a geology topic 
and present it on a poster. Include a short manuscript, pic-
tures, graphs, and list the works cited to describe what you 
did and what you learned. Title your poster, "Advanced Geol-
ogy – Independent Study". 
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentioned 
a younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Geology - Mentor." 
 
 

Gift Wrapping 
(No State Fair exhibit) 

 
General Rules: Your package for exhibit purposes should 
not contain a gift. A standard label (2" x 4") should be used. 
Label to be attached creatively OR at lower right hand cor-
ner. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label Rule, (2) A 
completed and signed Record Sheet must accompany exhib-
it. Exhibits using purchased bows will not be accepted.  
 

Exhibit Requirements: 
DIVISION I: One rectangular package including a self-made 
bow, using commercial wrapping paper. 
DIVISION II: One cubic package larger than 6" x 6" x 6" or 
one small box suitable for a ring or pin; using a self-made 
bow and commercial wrapping paper. 
DIVISION III: One cylindrical package, including self-made 
bow or other decorations, and commercial wrapping paper. 
DIVISION IV: A series of two or three packages in a tiered 
effect, wrapped as one complete package. For example: 3 
stacked cylinders, 2 rectangular boxes, 1 cubic box and 2 
cylinders, etc. Use self-made bows or other decorations, and 
commercial wrapping paper. 
DIVISION V AND ABOVE: Select a different category each 
year for exhibit: 
 PARCEL PACKAGE: One package wrapped for shipping, 
meeting current U.S. Postal Service regulations (during the 
Fair year). Should contain a wrapped package. Note: Box will 
be opened by judge to check positioning and cushioning of 
inside package. 
 RE-USABLE GIFT BOX: One package with top and bottom 
of box/container wrapped separately. May use commercial or 
self-made paper. 
 WRAPPING OTHER THAN PAPER: One package 
wrapped in materials other than wrapping paper; example: 
dishtowel, baby blanket, scarf, etc. 
 GIFT BAG: One self-made gift bag, using commercial or 
self-made paper.  
 NON-BOXED GIFT: One wrapped gift which is not wrapped 
in a box: example: an umbrella, a bat, a broom, a jar of pre-
serves, oversized items, etc. 
 SELF-MADE PAPER: One package wrapped only in self-
made paper and decorations. 
 
 
 

Gingerbread Houses 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 

 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: La-
bel Rule, (2) A completed and signed Record Sheet must 
accompany each exhibit 
Gingerbread houses for this project must be made of real 
gingerbread (not graham crackers or cardboard). All decora-
tions must be edible, and Royal Icing will be used for glue. 
Gingerbread houses can be more than just Christmas deco-
rations. You may choose any holiday theme, fairy tale cas-
tles, barns, churches, stores, forts, or other historical build-
ings. Decorations may be added to the yard and roof, and 
you may add people, trees, animals, etc., but everything 
must be edible.  
 
All age groups must have their gingerbread house mounted 
on a covered base. The gingerbread house and the extra 
items in the yard all need to be securely anchored to the 
base with Royal Icing. All materials in the house and the 
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decorations must be edible. No plastics allowed.  
 
Levels: 
Beginner Grades 3 – 5 
Intermediate Grades 6 – 8 
Advanced Grades 9 -12 
 
Exhibit Requirements:  
Beginner – Grades 3-5 
A simple house structure made of six pieces—2 sides, 2 
ends and 2 roof pieces. No windows or doors to be cut out-
they can be “drawn” on the walls with icing or framed with 
candies, or made of crackers or wafer cookies, etc. Use your 
choice of candies to decorate walls and roof. Your ginger-
bread house should be mounted on a covered sturdy base. 
In the yard around your house you need to add at least 2 
different items, and up to as many as 6 items. Examples 
of these items might be a sidewalk, fence, trees, bushes, 
people (like gingerbread men), or animals.  Beginners have 
the option of using a kit.  
 
Intermediate – Grades 6-8 
This age group will start with the basic house (as in begin-
ners), but you may add extra decorations. Some suggestions 
might be a chimney, shutters, a porch, dormers on the roof, 
steps up to the front door, etc. Windows must be cut out of 
the house in this division. You could choose to have a door 
standing open-this is optional. Roof treatment needs to be 
more than just simply “snow” on the roof made of Royal Ic-
ing. Designs can be made with icing and candies, or shingles 
can be made with mini crackers, cereals, candy wafers, just 
to name a few. Your gingerbread house should be mounted 
on a covered sturdy base. In the yard around your house you 
need to add at least 4 items, but no more than 8 items. Some 
examples are sidewalk, fence, trees, bushes, people, ani-
mals, doghouse, mailbox, sled, a garden, etc.  
 
Advanced – Grades 9-12 
The houses for the advanced category need to be more com-
plicated than intermediate. The house may have more than 
one section. The windows need to be cut out and filled with 
candy “window panes” made of melted hard candies (see 
manual). The walls of your structure may be textured to look 
like brick, stone, siding, or even log cabin, etc. You also have 
the option of using a colored Royal Icing glaze on your walls. 
Your gingerbread house should be mounted on a covered 
sturdy base. You have the option of lighting your house from 
the interior (see description in manual). If so, you may have 
your house lit during judging, but it will not be lit during fair 
week. You also have the option of doing a cut-away section 
of your house to view the interior and furnishings (all edible, 
of course). This would appear much the same as a doll 
house. In the yard around your house you need to have a 
minimum of 6 items, with no limit on a maximum number.  
 

 

Goat - Dairy 
 

Dairy Goat Project-  
1.All animals to be shown must be identified and listed on a 
provided entry sheet to be turned in on or before I.D. day. 
Make note of all project females yet to kid, newborn kids as 
natural additions must be identified and the information given 
to the superintendent before the fair. Animals not identified 
and declared will not be eligible for exhibition. In addition, 
animals will need to be entered in 4honline. All Dairy Goat 
wethers will be tagged at the ID day. 
2. All divisions required to: (1) select, care for, fit and train 
your goats, (2) practice good feeding and health habits, (3) 
animals must appear in good health, well fed, and be free of 
communicable diseases/illnesses in addition to the veterinary 
check. Pens must be kept clean and clean water available to 
animals during the fair. This will be monitored by the Execu-
tive Committee and dealt with accordingly. Disqualification 
from next year’s project participation may be the result of rule 
infraction. 
3. To better assist you with completion of your project and to 
prepare you for the 4-H Fair exhibition, it is recommended 
that each exhibitor attend at least one Goat Workshop or 
Goat Club meeting. 4-H member is required to complete the 
activities as outlined on activity sheets by June 30. If June 30 
falls on a weekend, the activity sheets will be due on the first 
Extension Office working day following June 30. Activity 
sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Office by June 
30. Activity sheets, which are late or incomplete, will result in 
the loss of eligibility for showmanship and 4-H member will 
receive a participation ribbon for the project. Late activity 
sheets must be received by the end of check in. Members 
not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligible to show. 
The Goat Committee may recognize up to three members in 
each level for outstanding work with their Activity Sheets. 
Activity sheets will be done according to the following grades, 
as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
4. Completed Animal Record sheets will be due by June 30 
with Activity Sheets. 
5. EXHIBIT: Not more than two goats per class. 4-H Mem-
bers in Level 1 can show up to 6 total animals; those in Level 
2 can show up to 7 animals; and those in Level 3 can show 
up to 8 animals total and/or POSTERS. (See Allen County 
General 4-H Rules: Poster/ Label Rule) Check your project 
book for specific requirements. The 4-H member must con-
struct this poster during the current fair year. 
6. Ownership: See General Rules. 
7. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with. Animals will 
be examined before unloading at the County Fair. 
8. If an age (or breed) class is available for an animal it must 
be shown in that class. An animal can be shown in one breed 
class, pack goat and/or harness goat class. Only animals 
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entered in goat project classes can be housed with the pro-
ject entries during the fair. This limitation does not apply to 
any newborns dependent upon mothers being exhibited. 
9. No animal is to be removed before scheduled RELEASE 
time without direct permission from the Executive Committee. 
Penalty for noncompliance is loss of ribbons/ awards, and 
not exhibiting the following year. 
10. Animals are to be shown by exhibitor or other Allen 
County 4-H member. Parent(s) may assist during milk pro-
duction competition, but 4-H’er must be present. 
11. At the County Fair, 4-H members may gain assistance in 
preparation of their animals from family members, Allen 
County  4-H leaders or other Indiana 4-H members. 
12. Participation in milk production contest is encouraged at 
the fair for all milking does. Production Champion award will 
be given to high producing doe. See the superintendent at 
the fair check-in for time and location. Champion and Re-
serve Champion Milking Doe can auction a milk product. 
13. It is strongly suggested that does expected to kid within 
one week of the fair, not be brought to the fair. 
14. Show Attire: Whites are preferred, black pants are ac-
ceptable. No shorts, sandals or inappropriately cut shirts. 
 
Dairy Goat Classes at the Fair: 
Dairy Goat Female Classes:  (SHOWN by BREED) 
Junior Kid - 0-3 months (April 1 – Show of current year) 
Intermediate - Kid 3-4 months (March 1 – 31 of current year) 
Senior Kid - 4-6 months - (Jan. 1 – Feb 28 of current year) 
Jr. Yearling Dry Does - (Born after the previous year's fair 
and before January 1 of current year) 
Sr. Yearling Dry Does - (Over 12 months and under 24 
months) 
Milking Does 
- under 2 years old 
- under 3 years old and over 2 years old 
- under 5 years old and over 3 years old five years and older 
  

Mother & Daughter- 
Produce of Dam-Two does from the same Dam 
Get of Sire-Any two does from same Sire 
  
Nigerian Wethers: 
0-6 mos. 
6-12 mos. 
12 mos.-24 mos. 
2 yrs. and older 
 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, 
previous Senior and previous Master Showman winners. 
Winner is eligible to go on to Showman of Showmen (see 

Showman of Showmen). 
Once an exhibitor has won a division, they must compete in 
the next higher division the following year. 
  
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Poster Exhibit (OPTIONAL): This exhibit is open to any 4-H 
member and is not limited to exhibitors of 4-H goats. Posters 
are evaluated on content and information, neatness, and 
originality. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule 
& Label Rule. Proper footnoting should be used with any 
reference material.  
Performance Classes: (Open to both Dairy and Meat 
Goat Animals) 

1. Harness Driving – open to does or wethers of all breeds 

(not being sold at the auction). 

2. Harness kid- 0-12 months of age. First year. Kids must be 

halter broken and led with a lead strap. Animals should re-
spond to voice commands of stop, go, and back.  
3. Harness yearling- 12-24 months of age. Second year. 
Yearlings are harnessed and pull an empty cart. The mem-
ber walks behind the cart, using the reins to direct the ani-
mal. The animal should respond to voice commands of stop, 
go, back, left, and right.  

4. Senior harness – 24 months of age and older. Third year 

plus. Seniors are harnessed and pull a child-driven cart. The 
animal must respond to the commands of stop, go, back, left, 
and right while pulling the cart through a simple obstacle 
course. 

5. Pack Goat – open to does or wethers of all breeds (not 

being sold at the auction) 

6. All participants will be asked questions on basic packing 

information. All advanced pack animals (animals over 2 
years old) will be required to carry 10% of their weight. A 
scale will be available at show. 

7. Advance pack goats must weigh-in with market wethers to 

be eligible for awards. 

8. Junior kid born on or after January 1 of current year – 

must lead and obey basic commands. 

9. Yearling 1 year and under 2 years – must lead; accept 

empty pack on simple obstacle course. 

10. Senior pack 2 years and up – must lead, carry lightly 

loaded pack on advanced obstacle course. 
 
 

Goat – Meat 
Meat Goat Project-  
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1. All animals to be shown must be identified and listed on a 
provided entry sheet to be turned in on or before I.D. day. 
Make note of all project females yet to kid, newborn kids as 
natural additions must be identified and the information given 
to the superintendent before the fair. Animals not identified 
and declared will not be eligible for exhibition. In addition, 
animals will need to be entered in 4honline. All Meat Goat 
Wethers will be tagged at the ID day.  
2. All divisions required to: (1) select, care for, fit and train 
your goats, (2) practice good feeding and health habits, (3) 
animals must appear in good health, well fed, and be free of 
communicable diseases/illnesses in addition to the veterinary 
check. Pens must be kept clean and clean water available to 
animals during the fair. This will be monitored by the Execu-
tive Committee and dealt with accordingly. Disqualification 
from next year’s project participation may be the result of rule 
infraction. 
3. To better assist you with completion of your project and to 
prepare you for the 4-H Fair exhibition, it is recommended 
that each exhibitor attend at least one Goat Workshop or 
Goat Club meeting. 4-H member is required to complete the 
activities as outlined on activity sheets by June 30. If June 30 
falls on a weekend, the activity sheets will be due on the first 
Extension Office working day following June 30. Activity 
sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Office by June 
30. Activity sheets, which are late or incomplete, will result in 
the loss of eligibility for showmanship and 4-H member will 
receive a participation ribbon for the project. Late activity 
sheets must be received by the end of check in. Members 
not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligible to show. 
The Goat Committee may recognize up to three members in 
each level for outstanding work with their Activity Sheets. 
Activity sheets will be done according to the following grades, 
as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
4. Completed Animal Record sheets will be due June 30 with 
Activity Sheets. 
5. EXHIBIT: Not more than two goats per class. 4-H Mem-
bers in Level 1 can show up to 6 total animals; those in Level 
2 can show up to 7 animals; and those in Level 3 can show 
up to 8 animals total and/or POSTERS. (See Allen County 
General 4-H Rules: Poster/ Label Rule) Check your project 
book for specific requirements. The 4-H member must con-
struct this poster during the current fair year. 
6. Ownership: See General Rules. 
7. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with. Animals will 
be examined before unloading at the County Fair. 
8. If an age (or breed) class is available for an animal it must 
be shown in that class. An animal can be shown in one breed 
class, pack goat and/or harness goat class. Only animals 
entered in goat project classes can be housed with the pro-
ject entries during the fair. This limitation does not apply to 
any newborns dependent upon mothers being exhibited. 

 9. All Market animals must be shown with milk teeth in 
place. All Market animals will be weighed in May by the Goat 
committee. All Market animals will be scanned, tattooed or 
ear tagged on that day. A Rate-of-Gain award will be pre-
sented at the fair.  
10. No animal is to be removed before scheduled RELEASE 
time without direct permission from the Executive Committee. 
Penalty for noncompliance is loss of ribbons/ awards, and 
not exhibiting the following year. 
11. Animals are to be shown by exhibitor or other Allen 
County   4-H member. 
12. At the County Fair, 4-H members may gain assistance in 
preparation of their animals from family members, Allen 
County   4-H leaders or other Indiana 4-H members. 
13. To be sold in the Livestock Auction or to market, market 
animals must be 40 pounds or above and must be in good 
health condition. IF animal is below 40 pounds, owner will be 
responsible for removal of animal from fair. Committee has 
final decision for auction eligibility. Lower weight animals may 
receive a lower market value. 
14. Any crossbred wether with 1 percent or more Boer, Py-
gora, Kinder or other meat goat breed, will be shown in the 
meat goat classes. 
15. It is strongly suggested that does expected to kid within 
one week of the fair, not be brought to the fair. 
16. Judging will utilize American Boar Goat Association 
(ABGA) standards. 
17. Only animals exhibited in the market class are eligible for 
the Auction. 
 
Classes at the Fair: 
Market Animals – Both market dairy and meat will be shown 
by weight. (Angora, Nigerian Dwarf and Pygmy wethers are 
not included in this rule. They are shown by breed) Dry does 
exhibited in this class may not be exhibited in breeding clas-
ses. 
 
Meat Goat Female Classes: 
Junior Does:     
Under 3 months 
3 months and under 6 months 
6 months and under 9 months 
9 months to under 12 months 
 
Yearling Does: 
12 months to under 16 months 
16 months to under 20 months 
20 months to under 24 months 
12 months and under 24 months 
Senior Does: Senior Does must have kidded or show signs 
of a pregnancy 
24 months to under 30 months 
30 months to under 36 months 
36 months and older 
 
Mother & Daughter 
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Produce of Dam-Two does from the same Dam 
Get of Sire-Any two does from same Sire 
Pygmy Wethers: 
0-6 mos. 
6-12 mos.  
12 mos.-24 mos. 
2 yrs. and older 
  
Angora Goat Classes: 
Junior Does: 
under 3 months 
3 months and under 6 months 
6 months and under 9 months 
9 months to under 12 months 
  
Yearling Does: 
12 months to under 16 months 
16 months and under 20 months 
20 months and under 24 months 
12 months and under 24 months 
  
Senior Does: Senior Does must have kidded or show signs 
of a pregnancy 
24 months to under 30 months 
30 months to under 36 months 
36 months and older 
   
 Mother & Daughter- 
Produce of Dam-Two does from the same Dam 
Get of Sire-Any two does from same Sire 
  
 Angora  Wethers: 
0-6 mos.  
6-12 mos. 
12 mos.-24 mos. 
2 yrs. and older 
  
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, 
previous Senior and previous Master Showman winners. 
Winner is eligible to go on to Showman of Showmen (see 
Showman of Showmen). Once an exhibitor has won a divi-
sion, they must compete in the next higher division the fol-
lowing year. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 

to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Poster Exhibit (OPTIONAL): This exhibit is open to any 4-H 
member and is not limited to exhibitors of 4-H goats. Posters 
are evaluated on content and information, neatness, and 
originality. A completed Goat (Meat or Dairy) Activity Sheet is 
required. Posters are due at Check in. See Allen County 
General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. Proper foot-
noting should be used with any reference material.  
 
 

Health 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Health activity manual. A completed and 
signed Health Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in.  
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule. You may select to exhibit in more 
than one option each year. Exhibits will compete against 
each other. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Exhibit Options: 
LEVEL A – (Grade 3)  
-A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level A:  First Aid for Cuts and Scrapes OR First 
Aid for Choking OR First Aid for Strains, Sprains, and Bruis-
es 
-A family first aid kit  
 
LEVEL A – (Grade 4) 
- A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level A: First Aid for Treating Nosebleeds OR 
First Aid for Foreign Objects OR First Aid for Stings or Bites  
- A family first aid kit (including at least 1 Make Your Own 
item discussed in your 4-H manual    

 
LEVEL A – (Grade 5) 
- A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level A: First Aid for Poisons OR First Aid for 
Broken Bones OR First Aid for Burns  
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- A family kit for an emergency (tornado, snowstorm, no elec-
tricity, fire, etc.)  
 
LEVEL B – (Grade 6) 
- A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level B: Human viruses or bacteria OR Keeping 
hair, skin, nails, teeth, ears or eyes clean. 
- A report of three activities you completed in the 4-H manual  
 
LEVEL B – (Grade 7) 
- A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level B; Nutrient rich "Power" foods OR Healthy 
snacks OR Appropriate portion sizes. 
- A report of three activities you completed in the 4-H manual  
 
LEVEL B – (Grade 8)  
- A poster on one of the following topics or any other topic 
covered in Level B: The importance of eating breakfast OR 
The importance of physical activity OR Turning everyday 
activities into exercise opportunities. 
-A report of three activities you completed in the 4-H manual  
 
LEVEL C – (Grade 9-12) 
-A poster on a topic covered in Keeping Fit: Fitness Activities 
for Youth  
-A report of three activities you completed in the 4-H manual  
Level C 

Home Environment 
 
For the 4-H Home Environment project, 4-H members at 
each grade level may choose from three possible exhibit 
categories: a furniture item and notebook, a design board 
(poster with notebook), or a portfolio (notebook). All exhibits 
must include the Home Environment Exhibit Card, 4-H-1011-
D-W. Level 3 participants will also have a fourth choice: inde-
pendent study. NOTE: Each level has several options per 
category from which to choose. 4-H members should choose 
a different option each year or show how they expanded on 
the same option (portfolio and furniture categories only) used 
in previous years. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Home Environment Exhibit Card must be turned in with Rec-
ord Sheet. 
 
Categories 

Furniture Item and Notebook — An actual piece of furniture 
accompanied by a standard notebook (3-ring binder) explain-
ing the who, what, when, where, why, and how of the chosen 
project. We suggest including pictures showing where the 
item will be used. Also, we encourage 4-H members to in-
clude pictures of themselves doing the project, but this is not 
required. Always place your identification information in the 
notebook and on the furniture. 
 
Design Board – standard 22” x 28” poster, displayed hori-
zontally with a firm backing. Design boards must be covered 
with plastic to protect and help hold items in place. An identi-
fication name tag must be attached in the lower right corner. 
Include a 3 Ring Notebook with all Exhibits. The notebook is 
to help explain the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the chosen design. This can be a “before and after project” or 
“plan in the future” project. 
 
Portfolio – standard notebook (3-ring binder). If 4-H mem-
bers choose to do this option more than one year, we sug-
gest that they keep the previous year’s materials in the note-
book. Place materials for the current year in the front, with 
the previous year’s materials clearly marked or labeled at the 
back. Always place your identification information in the note-
book. 
 
Other information: 
Color samples – These can be paint samples from a paint 
or hardware store, or color samples the 4-H member makes 
with paints or colored pencils. 
 
Other samples – Many hardware or home improvement 
stores have free samples of wall coverings, flooring, counter-
tops, and cabinet materials that can be used with the 4-H 
member’s design board or portfolio. 
 
Colored pencils – We suggest using colored pencils when 
coloring the design board or portfolio. Colored pencils are 
what professionals use! Keep in mind that the entire area 
does not need to be colored in, but be sure to apply enough 
color to adequately express design ideas. Other methods for 
coloring will also be accepted. These could include (but are 
not limited to): crayons, watercolor pencils, markers, or print-
ing on the computer. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3–5  
Manual: 4-H 1011 Home Environment: Color, Texture, Line, 
and Shape.  
Furniture Options for Level 1 
Exhibit any of the following items demonstrating color, tex-
ture, and/or line and shape that would help complete a room. 
Include your notebook. (See “Furniture Item and Notebook” 
explanation above.) 

A hanging or wall hanging item 
A storage item or organizer item for room or the home 
3–5 accessory items for your chosen room  
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Design Board Options for Level 1 
-Color the line drawing found in 4-H 1011 Home Environment 
manual titled Color, Texture, Line, and Shape with colored 
pencils. Print a line drawing from the options available on the 
Indiana 4-H website: www.four-h.purdue.edu look under 
“projects” and then Home Environment. Create three differ-
ent color schemes for the line drawing you have chosen. 
Label the type of color scheme used in each (e.g., mono-
chromatic, analogous, complementary, warm, or cool). 
-Color the line drawing found in 4-H 1011 Home Environment 
manual titled Color, Texture, Line, and Shape using one 
color option. Line drawings can be printed from the Indiana 4
-H website: www.four-h.purdue.edu look under “projects” and 
then Home Environment. Use color to explain dominant and 
supportive colors. Attach color samples to identify two addi-
tional color options.  
-Display a floor plan for a bedroom showing line and shape 
where furniture would be placed (could be your own). Include 
pictures (magazine or photographs) of the furniture that 
would be used. We suggest using graph paper to help get 
the drawing close to scale and to show how line and shape 
work with the furniture. 
 
Portfolio Options for Level 1 
-Collect samples of different color schemes (minimum of 
three), and label the type represented by each (e.g., mono-
chromatic, analogous, complementary, warm or cool). 
-Collect samples from magazines or photographs of formal 
vs. informal balance, dominant and supportive color, and use 
of pattern. Include comments explaining each.  
-Collect samples from magazines of three different furniture 
designs. Label each style (e.g., traditional, modern, country, 
formal or retro). Include information explaining each style.  
 
Level 2: Grades 6–8  
Manual: Home Environment: Design Decisions 
(University of Nebraska). This one manual is to be used 
for grades 6–12 as a resource and a reference.  
 
Furniture Options for Level 2 
Exhibit any of the following items demonstrating color, tex-
ture, and/or line and shape that would help complete a room. 
Include your notebook. (See “Furniture Item and Notebook” 
explanation above.) 

 One piece of furniture the 4-H member has refinished. 

 One piece of furniture the 4-H member has changed using 
decoupage, paint, fabric, etc. 

 One cushion or one 2-piece set of cushions, preferably 
made by the 4-H member, displayed with intended furni-
ture 

 One window treatment, including picture of the treatment 
in use. (Should not be displayed on an actual window; use 
false walls or plywood no-glass window cutouts, or make 
special display rods.) 

 One piece of furniture that the 4-H member has reuphol-

stered. 

 One item that you are using for a different purpose than it 
was originally designed for (e.g., bedsheet used to make a 
window treatment, drawer used as a wall shelf). 

 A collection of 3-5 similar items (baskets, wicker items, 
wicker furniture, bentwood furniture, etc.)  that you have 
made and/or purchased for future use. (For example a 
collection of baskets made to use as desk accessories or 
bathroom accessories, outdoor furniture and accessories, 
etc.) 

Design Board Options for Level 2 

 Display a floor plan for a living room, den, or family room. 
Include pictures (magazine or photographs) of the furniture 
that would be used. We suggest using graph paper to help 
get the drawing close to scale and to show where the furni-
ture would be placed. Include paint samples and/or wall-
treatment samples. 

 Display a floor plan for a full bathroom (toilet, sink, and 
shower and/or bathtub). Include pictures (magazine or 
photographs) of the fixtures that would be used. We sug-
gest using graph paper to help get the drawing close to 
scale and to show where the fixtures would go. Include 
paint samples and/or wall-treatment samples, and flooring 
samples. 

 Display a floor plan for a kitchen (including appliances and 
sink). Include pictures (magazine, appliance brochure, or 
photographs). We suggest using graph paper to help get 
the drawing close to scale and to show where the fixtures 
would go. Include paint samples and/or wall-treatment 
samples, flooring samples, and cabinet and/or countertop 
samples. 

 
Portfolio Options for Level 2  

 Samples of three different types of wall treatments with an 
explanation for each. Examples can include but are not 
limited to: paint only, wallpaper only, or combination of 
paint and wallpaper. 

 Samples of three different floor treatments (pictures or 
flooring samples). Examples can include but are not lim-
ited to: hardwood, carpet, and/or tile. Include information 
on the advantages and disadvantages of each. Also in-
clude information on where it would be appropriate to use 
each flooring type.  

 Samples of three different cabinet/countertop combina-
tions (pictures or samples). Examples can include but are 
not limited to: granite, laminate, and/or stainless steel. 
Include information about the advantages and disad-
vantages of each.  

 An energy-savings plan. Design an energy-savings plan 
for your family’s home or room(s). List the current energy 
use along with your plan to conserve energy. Plan should 
include techniques, how to conserve energy, cost savings, 
etc. You may add additional rooms or other plans to ex-
tend this option over a few years. Include each previous 
year’s work, but be sure that you indicate which infor-
mation represents the current year’s work. 

http://www.four-h.purdue.edu
http://www.four-h.purdue.edu
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Level 3: Grades 9–12  
Manual: Home Environment: Design Decisions 
(University of Nebraska). This one manual is to be used 
for grades 6–12 as a resource and a reference.  
 
Furniture Options for Level 3 
Exhibit any of the following items demonstrating color, tex-
ture, and/or line and shape that would help complete your 
room along with your notebook. (See “Furniture Item and 
Notebook” explanation above.) 

 One piece of furniture the 4-H member has refinished. 

 One piece of furniture the 4-H member has changed using 
decoupage, paint, fabric, etc. 

 One cushion or one 2-piece set of cushions, preferably 
made by the 4-H member, displayed with intended furni-
ture 

 One window treatment, including picture of the treatment 
in use. (Should not be displayed on an actual window; use 
false walls or plywood no-glass window cutouts, or make 
special display rods.) 

 One piece of furniture that the 4-H member has reuphol-
stered. 

 One item that you are using for a different purpose than it 
was originally designed for (e.g., bedsheet used to make a 
window treatment, drawer used as a wall shelf). 

 A collection of 3-5 similar items (baskets, wicker items, 
wicker furniture, bentwood furniture, etc.)  that you have 
made and/or purchased for future use. (For example a 
collection of baskets made to use as desk accessories or 
bathroom accessories, outdoor furniture and accessories, 
etc.) 

 
Design Board Options for Level 3 

 Display a floor plan for a child’s or teen’s bedroom. Include 
a special “theme” appropriate for a child or teen (e.g., prin-
cess, cartoon character, music group, favorite book, or 
special hobby). Include pictures (magazine or photo-
graphs) of the furniture that would be used. Floor plan 
should be to scale with general measurements included. 
Include samples of window, wall, and flooring treatments.  

 Display a floor plan for a game room or family hobby room 
(e.g., room with pool table, ping pong table, and/or game 
table; home theater; or music room). Include pictures 
(magazine or photographs) of the furniture that would be 
used. Floor plan should be to scale with general measure-
ments included. Include samples of window, wall, and 
flooring treatments.  

 Display a floor plan of master suite (bedroom and bath). 
Include pictures (magazine or photographs) of the furniture 
that would be used. Floor plan should be to scale with 
general measurements included. Include samples of win-
dow, wall, and flooring treatments, etc. This exhibit must 
also include fabric samples (e.g., bedspread, window treat-
ment).  

 Display a floor plan of a one- or two-bedroom home or 
apartment. Include color scheme samples and furniture 
layouts. Floor plan should be to scale with general meas-
urements included. Window, wall, and flooring treatment 
samples should be included for each room. (Pictures of 
furniture are not a requirement.) 

Portfolio Options for Level 3  

 Samples of three different lighting treatments. Explain how 
and when each is appropriate for use. Examples include 
but are not limited to: overhead, recessed, and table/floor 
lamps. Include information as it relates to energy use and 
efficiency. 

 Samples of three different types of window treatments. 
Include information on the use of each kind and in what 
room each would be appropriate. Include information on 
the advantages/disadvantages of each. Also, include infor-
mation as it relates to energy use and efficiency. 

 Using the same window (size and shape), apply three 
different types of window treatments. Explain the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of each. Explain what type of 
setting (formal, country, traditional, modern, etc.) would be 
appropriate for each treatment. Include information related 
to energy use and efficiency. 

 A career plan. Interview an interior designer. Include the 
advantages and disadvantages of being a professional 
interior designer. Research two different design schools or 
training programs. Include the advantages and disad-
vantages of each program. Include the cost of attaining a 
degree or completing the program. 

 An energy-savings plan. Design an energy-savings plan 
for your family’s home or room(s). List the current energy 
use along with your plan to conserve energy. Plan should 
include techniques, how to conserve energy, cost savings, 
etc. You may add additional rooms or other plans to ex-
tend this option over a few years. Include each previous 
year’s work, but be sure that you indicate which infor-
mation represents the current year’s work. 

 
Independent Study Option for Level 3 
Youth in grades 9–12 have the option of doing an independ-
ent study project. Those 4-H members who choose this op-
tion must review their ideas with their 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Extension Educator and/or Home Environment project 
leader to make sure they have selected an appropriate topic/
exhibit.  
 
 

Horse and Pony 
 

1. Leaders will not be responsible for animals or children at 
any 4-H function. 
2. Judges and leaders reserve the right to excuse a horse or 
rider from any 4-H function. 
3. Members must enroll online by January 15. All fees must 
be paid in full by June 30th to be eligible for completion, 
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awards or scholarships. Those who have not paid will not be 
eligible to show at County Fair. 
4. All Allen County 4-H Horse and Pony Club meetings must 
be open to all persons connected with 4-H in Allen County. 
5. The official Indiana State 4-H Horse and Pony Rule Book 
shall be used at the 4-H horse shows. NOTE:  Exception:  
The Allen County 4-H Horse and Pony Leaders may change 
or adopt rules for their local show and these rules shall take 
precedent over any other rules. 
6. Horse(s) and pony(ies) must be vaccinated by May 1st. For 
those members who give their own vaccinations a receipt 
and proof of purchase slip needs to be attached to the State 
Form along with the signature of the vet who administered 
the rabies vaccine. Horse(s) and pony(ies) may not partici-
pate in any activities prior to proof of vaccination. 
7. Members will be allowed one breeding project (mare/foal, 
yearling, or 2 year old at halter) and 2 additional horses,  
Eligible breeding animals must be from a mare owned or 
leased by and in care of the member when animal is foaled. 
If the breeding animal is to be shown in a non-breeding 
class, it would be one of the two additional horses allowed, 
and only one other horse may be enrolled. Only one stall will 
be allocated for each exhibitor and an animal must remain on 
the grounds during the entire county fair. Breeding project 
can be released to go home at the end of show. If breeding 
project is the only Horse and Pony exhibit, then it must stay 
until the end of Fair.  
8. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two activities in their Horse and Pony Activity Sheets accord-
ing to their grade level. The completed Activity Sheet, which 
will also include the DECLARATION of their two project ani-
mals are due in the Allen County Extension Office no later 
than June 30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity 
sheet and declaration are due on the first Extension’s Office 
working day following June 30. Late activity sheets must be 
received by the end of Fair check in. Members NOT turning 
in Activity Sheet and declaration will be ineligible to show. 
Members with activity sheets and declarations which are late 
or incomplete will be allowed to participate in their designat-
ed completion class for participation ONLY. Members will 
NOT be allowed to participate in any additional classes; and 
the animal may not remain on the grounds and no stall will 
be allocated. 
9. The project animal(s) selected must be identified 
online by May 15 of the current year and may not be sub-
stituted after that date, without 4-H leader approval. 
10. Any animal to be used must be owned or leased by the 
member using the animal or in partnership with the member’s 
father, mother, brother, sister, grandparent or guardian. The 
animal or rider may not show twice in the same class. 
11. Allen County 4-H members may co-lease a project ani-
mal, but project animal may not be shown twice in the same 
class. This is for County Fair ONLY. Both members must still 
complete in either a halter class or showmanship class and 
complete an individual activity sheet per their grade level. 
12. NO stallions are eligible to show except during calendar 

year foaled. 
13. To be eligible to show at the Allen County Fair in any 
Jumping or Timed Events, including speed/action, versatility 
and fun classes, members must bring each enrolled 4-H 
horse and pony project animal to two (2) outdoor riding meet-
ings at the Allen County Fairgrounds and be qualified with 
each project animal. All 4-H Members who will be riding must 
qualify on their project animal, including those who are shar-
ing the same horse. It is recommended that each exhibitor 
attend at least six meetings within the year. This should in-
clude indoor meetings, without their animal, workdays, and 
outdoor meetings with their animal. 
14. Proper horse equipment must be used and proper attire 
worn by the member at all times while handling their animal 
at 4-H events. Reference Criteria for 4-H Events and Activi-
ties – Indiana 4-H Youth Program Policies and Procedures – 
General Terms and Conditions. 
15. Only 4-H Horse and Pony members may ride, lunge, or 
drive 4-H animals at 4-H events. 
16. Allow Mini 4-H members to participate and show a live 
horse/pony at County Fair in compliance with State 4-H mini 
regulations. 
17. All 4-H members are required to wear a properly fitted 
ASTM or SEI standard F1163 (or above) certified helmet 
whenever mounted or driving at a 4-H horse and pony event 
show or activity. The 4-H member is responsible to see that 
this specified headgear is properly fitted with the approved 
harness fastened in place whenever mounted. This policy 
applies to all county, area and state 4-H horse and pony 
events, shows and activities 
18. A deposit will be required prior to stalling of the animal(s) 
at the Allen County Fair. Deposit will be refunded in full at the 
conclusion of the fair provided that the stall is left clean and 
undamaged. 
19.  POSTER OPTION:  NOT Eligible for State Fair. For 
members who wish to exhibit an educational poster in addi-
tion to or in place of riding a horse. 
Level 1:  Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2:  Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3:  Grades 9-10-11-12 
The poster must be 22” x 28” displayed horizontally, plastic 
covered and stiff back. See Allen County General 4-H Rules, 
Poster Rule and Label Rule. A completed signed Horse Post-
er Record Sheet must accompany exhibit. All posters, note-
books, and display boards must include a reference list indi-
cating where information was obtained, giving credit to the 
original author, to complete the 4-H member’s exhibit. This 
reference list should/might include web site links, people and 
professionals interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is rec-
ommended this reference list be attached to the back of a 
poster or display board, be the last page of a notebook, or 
included as part of the display visible to the public. A judge is 
not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in which references 
are listed. 
20.  Any suggestions for improvements will be appreciated 
and should be given in writing to the club leader. Sugges-
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tions will be brought up at leader meetings; however, any 
changes in the by-laws will have to be agreed on and voted 
upon by the leaders. 
21. When or if an adult is interested in being a 4-H Horse and 
Pony leader, he or she should serve a one year apprentice-
ship with another leader. In the case of unusual circumstanc-
es it will be brought before the leaders. 
22. Anyone not able to meet any rule above will be given due 
process to have their special circumstances reviewed by the 
Adult Leaders and, if necessary, the Allen County 4-H Clubs, 
Inc. Board. 
23. All Ponies and miniature horses are required to be meas-
ured one time between May 1 and June 30. A height certifi-
cation card must be on file and verified by two Allen County  
4-H Horse and Pony Adult Volunteers. This measurement 
will be done once per season. Ponies are 56” and under. 
Miniature Horses are 36” and under. 
 
 

Lama 
 

DIVISIONS AND EXPECTATIONS: 
4-H Lama Lovers Club has Mini 4-H and Regular 4-H divi-
sions. Classes and expectations are as follows: 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
MINI 4-H (Grades K-1-2) 
1. Certain meetings and outings will include Minis at the lead-
er's discretion. 
2. Minis will learn lama basic care and training. 
3. Minis will display drawings, colored pictures, poster or a 
story on something about lamas at the Fair. 
4. They will learn basic health and nutritional care, and com-
plete a handbook covering these topics. Leaders will check 
books for accuracy. 
5. Mini's will display a poster board (following the same rules 
as regular 4-H posters) on an illustrated story at the Fair, 
such as   “Why I like my Lama.” 
 
Junior (Grades 3-4-5): 
1. Attend all regular meetings as possible. 
2. Learn about basic lama health, nutrition, and confor-
mation,  and complete the amount of activities as specified in 
your project manual. The Project Manual must be completed 
and be turned into the County Extension Office by June 30. If 
June 30 falls on a weekend, the manual will be due on the 

first Extension Office working day following June 30. Leaders 
will check for accuracy. Manuals, that are late or incomplete, 
will result in a participation ribbon placement in Showman-
ship, and one ribbon grade lower in the poster project/
advanced study. This will not affect placement in non-
mandatory classes/projects related to the lama project. 
3. Complete record keeping sections in your personal journal 
for yourself and your lama. Leaders will check for accuracy. 
4. Make a 2-5 minute presentation to your 4-H Club on some 
aspect of lamas. 
5. Train your lama in basic training techniques, including 
obstacle course and showmanship. 
6. Participate with a lama in at least one community service 
project (i.e. visit a nursing home, school, or display at a pa-
rade). 
7. Attend the County Fair and do the following: 
 a. Show in showmanship and at least one other class. 
 b. Attend to all lamas needs as scheduled. 
 c. Make and exhibit a poster on some aspect of Lamas. 
Poster must be new and original each year. Research and 
layout must be done by member. Poster needs to be turned 
in by lama entry time to the County Fair for judging and exhi-
bition. (See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster/Label 
Rule) 
 d. You may spend one night at the Fair for the purpose of 
caring for the lamas. 
  e. Member MUST compete in Showmanship class in order 
to participate in other 4-H lama show classes at the County 
Fair. 
Intermediate (Grades 6-7-8) 
All the requirements and privileges of a Junior plus the fol-
lowing: 
1. Spend four hours at your leader's farm helping with every-
day chores (unless you have a lama at your farm whose care 
you participate in regularly). 
2. At the Fair, same duties as a Junior plus: 
 a. May spend one night at the Fair caring for lamas. 
 b. Must show in showmanship and two other classes. 
3. After completion of 5 years in regular 4-H Lamas and com-
pleting lama posters, member has the option to complete 
either a poster or an advanced study. Poster and advanced 
study report, are due by lama entry time for judging and exhi-
bition. See guidelines for Advanced Study. 
 
Senior (Grades 9-10-11-12) 
All the requirements and privileges of Intermediate plus: 
1. Should observe and help with vaccination, worming, and 
toenail trimming of lamas during a visit to your leader's farm. 
2. May become a mentor to a Mini 4-H'er, sharing your lama 
and assisting in the training of the Mini 4-H’er. 
3. Learn judging techniques, and actually place a practice 
class in showmanship and obstacle course. 
Advanced Study – After completing posters for five years 
(not including years in min 4-H), the member is given the 
option to complete an advanced study. The topic is to be pre-
approved by the 4-H leader prior to completion. Options in-
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clude, but are not limited to: fundraiser, research project, 
writing and illustrating a children’s book, or studying and 
following animal husbandry pertaining to lamas. Posters and 
Advanced Study are due at Lama Entry time. Be sure to 
include a label indicating Advanced Study as per poster 
rules. 
 
  Junior, Intermediate and Senior 4-H members are critiqued 
and placed by the judge. Awards are given according to 
placement. 4-H members with special needs may be placed 
in a division commensurate with their ability rather than their 
grade. 
   The following classes are available for each age group to 
participate in: Costume, Driving, Freestyle, Judging, Kushing, 
Leaping Lama, Lama Limbo, Packing Obstacle, Public Rela-
tions Obstacle, Showmanship, Versatility Class and Wood-
land Obstacle. 
 
Exhibit Options: Completed Lama Project manual must be 
submitted to the Extension Office by June 30. 
Poster and Craft Exhibits—Exhibits entered after the pub-
lished entry deadline will be consider late and will receive a 
participation ribbon. Late poster exhibit will also not be eligi-
ble for any Grand or Reserve Grand Champion Performance 
Award. 
 
1. Poster Exhibit – Open to all 4-H members 
   Mini – K-1-2 
   Junior – Grades 3-4-5 
   Intermediate – Grades 6-7-8 
   Senior – Grades 9-10-11-12 
 A. Poster must be 22”X28”, displayed horizontally, plastic 
covered and stiff backed. See Allen County General 4-H 
Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
 B. Mini Poster – illustrated story such as “Why I like My 
Lama”. Posters will not be rated. 
  C. Junior, Intermediate, Senior poster must be related to a 
topic about lama. 
 
2. Lama Crafts – Open to all 4-H members 
  Junior – Grades 3-4-5 
  Intermediate – Grades 6-7-8 
  Senior – Grades 9 -10-11-12 
Two categories are offered for each division. The purpose of 
the craft class is to give participants the opportunity to exhibit 
their creative skills. State Fair entry will only be available with 
the Fiber Crafts category. Lama Craft exhibits will consist of 
completed craft items, which may be a single item or a set, 
AND the Lama Record Sheet and a completed notebook 
explaining how the craft was made. 
  A. Fiber Crafts – Any craft item constructed with lama or 
alpaca fiber may be entered. Craft may also contain other 
materials. Fiber may be processed (felted, spun, etc.) or 
unprocessed, and may have originated from any lama or 
alpaca. Exhibits will consist of completed craft items which 
may be a single item or a set, and a notebook explaining how 

the craft was made. Suggestions include, but are certainly 
not limited to: felted, woven or knitted items, braided lead 
ropes, and locker hooked items. 
 B. General Lama Crafts – Participants may enter any crafts 
that are lama inspired (used for lama activities or include the 
likeness of a lama). More than one item may be exhibited. 
Entries may be functional such as parade packs or tassels 
that a lama would wear for public appearances or entries 
may be purely artistic (i.e.: jewelry, drawings, appliquéd 
items, woodworking, etc.) Exhibits will consist of one (1) 
completed craft item, which be a single item or a set, and a 
notebook explaining how the craft was made. 
3. Quiz Bowl – Open to 4-H’ers working with a lama exhibit 
(Four Divisions Offered) 
   Participants have the opportunity to display their overall 
lama knowledge as part of a team competition. The teams 
compete against each other in a tournament designed to 
rank the teams based on their knowledge of lamas. The tour-
nament usually consists of several matches. Each match 
consists of one team competing against another team, with 
points awarded to individuals buzzing in with the correct 
answer to lama related questions. Questions are developed 
from common resource material. 
4. Judging Contest – Open to 4-H’ers working with a lama 
exhibit (Three Divisions Offered) Participants have the oppor-
tunity to measure their judging skills against those of a pro-
fessional judge. Participant is asked to judge/evaluate the 
performance of several contestants in showmanship, halter, 
and obstacle competitions. In addition, they will have a writ-
ten test on aspects of lama care, anatomy and showing. 
Intermediate and Senior division participants are expected to 
give oral reasons on one set of halter class. The results of 
the judging, test and reasons classes are compiled for each 
participant to determine class placings. 
5. Animal Exhibit – Open to 4-H’ers working with a lama 
exhibit (Three Divisions Offered at Fair) 
 
GENERAL RULES for Animal Exhibit: 
1. A lama may be owned or leased by the 4-H'er and kept on 
the 4-H'ers farm. Leader's animals, if available, may be bor-
rowed but kept on the leader's farm during the 4-H season. 
You are not required to own a lama to participate in the Lama 
Lover's Club or to show. Lease agreements in place by May 
15, copy on file in County Extension Office; original to State 
Fair Check in. 
2. A lama may be shared by two 4-H'ers in different grade 
levels. 
3. 4-H member must use the same animal for any and all 
County Fair exhibition classes they participate in. 
4. The 4-H'er will respect the dignity and personality of the 
lama and treat it with gentle kindness. 
5. A minimum of 12 regular meetings will be offered. 
6. Additional hikes and outings will be offered as appropriate. 
7. All 4-H'ers are expected to allocate extra time the week 
before and during the Fair for preparation and display of the 
lamas. 
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8. Attendance and help at the clean-up, tear down, and tak-
ing home of lamas and tack after the lama show is required 
of ALL 4-H'ers. 
9. Dues will cover the cost of materials and the amount will 
be decided each year based on actual costs, with dues paya-
ble the first meeting of each year. 
10. All meetings will be conducted by 4-H rules with elected 
officers to include President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Sergeant of Arms. 
11. 4-H lama members are required to wear the “official” 
Allen County 4-H lama shirt at all times while working, prac-
ticing, and showing, in and around the lama exhibit area. 
This includes the tent, show arena, and area immediately 
adjacent to these areas. Parents and leaders who are han-
dling the animal must wear a 4-H lama shirt. Closed toes 
shoes are mandatory in the tent when in contact with the 
animal. Closed toed shoes are mandatory in the show ring. 
12. During Showmanship class, lama must be shown using a 
black, nylon halter. No decorated, leather or colored halter 
will be allowed. If the contestant enters the show ring with a 
halter/lead combination that does not comply to the rule, they 
are awarded a participation ribbon for the class. If there is 
any other discrete marker, it needs to be without the animal’s 
name and less than an inch wide. 
13. Rule changes have to be done at the meeting in the fall, 
prior to the board meeting in October. If you have a rule 
change and cannot be at the meeting you need to submit 
your proposal prior to the meeting in the fall. This vote will be 
made by the leaders in attendance at the fall meeting. No 
other rule changes will be made during the year. Other deci-
sions (i.e. emergency decision) made during the year will be 
decided by a representative from each farm. Any ties will be 
broken by the chairperson’s vote. 
14. The project animal selected must be identified on the 
State ID form which is due online on May 15 of the current 
year and may not be substituted after that date, without 4-H 
leader approval. 
15. For owning and/or leasing, the State Fair rule book must 
be referenced and rules must complied to by May 15th dead-
line. To Show at the Indiana State Fair, all lama and alpacas 
must be enrolled on the online animal enrollment system by 
May 15 to be eligible to participate in the Indiana State Fair 
Lama and Alpaca show.  Photo of animal’s face and all four 
feet must be attached. This lama may not be dual enrolled by 
another 4-H’er. 
16. Due by May 15 to the Extension Office photo of animal 
face, plus all 4 feet for all animals (owned or leased) to be 
shown at the Allen County Fair. All 4-H lama members must 
be matched up with their animals by June 30. 
17. Lamas not being shown by a youth that is enrolled in the 
Allen County 4-H program will not be allowed at the Allen 
County Fair. Nursing crias who are attached to mothers are 
allowed at the fair but need to stay out of the show barn and 
away from the performance arena during a show.  
Extra animals should not be at the fair. Nursing crias who are 
attached to mothers are allowed at the fair but they need to 

stay out of the show barn and away from the arena during a 
show.  
18. We will charge “full price” to replace any lost project book 
at the member’s expense.  
19. If a contestant goes “off course”, he/she is not eligible to 
place higher than a contestant who does the completed 
course.  Therefore, when a contestant goes off course, the 
points for that course are not eligible for the Grand and Re-
serve Grand Champion award.  
 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Sen-
ior, previous Senior and previous Master Showman win-
ners. (See Showman of Showmen). 
Once an exhibitor has won a division, they must compete in 
the next higher division the following year. Senior division 
winners MAY NOT compete for the senior division showman 
again. 
 
For the divisional runoff in showmanship, the contestants that 
win first and second place will go back into the ring for the 
divisional Grand and Reserve Grand championship 
 
 

Microwave Foods 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 

 
ALL LEVELS:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Microwave activity manual. A completed and 
signed Microwave Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in.  
Level 1:  Grades 3-4 
Level 2:  Grades 5-6 
Level 3:  Grades 7-9 
Level 4:  Grades 10-12  
 
Please Note:  County recipe cards are required for ALL ex-
hibits in all levels. Use county recipe card provided by Exten-
sion Office, available through your 4-H leaders or on our 
website. Be sure all information requested is filled out. An 
unwrapped label, which has the name, club, current grade 
and level, should be fastened to the item in an area where 
there is no food.  
 
Exhibit Details: 
Grade 3: Microwave snack mix (in a package). 
Grade 4: Six squares or bars of microwave fudge. 
Grade 5: Six bars of microwave cookies or brownies. 
Grade 6: One microwave upside down cake. 
Grade 7: One microwave fruit crisp. 
Grade 8: One microwave coffee cake. 
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Grade 9: One package of a microwave candy product. 
Grade 10: One microwave double layer or bundt cake. (Note 
Custards, cream, and cream cheese fillings or frostings are 
not acceptable in an exhibit because they are highly perisha-
ble when left at room temperatures.) 
Grade 11: One microwave fruit and/or nut pie. (Note Cus-
tards, cream, and cream cheese fillings or frostings are not 
acceptable in an exhibit because they are highly perishable 
when left at room temperatures.) 
Grade 12: A jar of microwave jam or jelly. Label with name of 
product, quantity and date made. 
 
 

Mini 4-H 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 

 
A specially designed program for Kindergarten, First & Sec-
ond graders, as of January 1 of the current exhibition year, 
who desire to become involved with 4-H work. 
 
Mini 4-H'ers will be allowed to enter a maximum of three 
(3) exhibits at the Fair. They will be on display, but will 
not be judged.  
PURPOSE -  
1. To teach younger children something about 4-H.  
2. To encourage participation in 4-H when older.  
3. To provide special 4-H projects helping them learn 4-H. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
1. You must be in Kindergarten, First or Second grade on 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
2. You must fill out enrollment sheet, which you will return to 
your leader. 
3. You may or may not attend your local 4-H meetings. (It is 
up to your leader.) 
4. You do not have to keep records, although it is recom-
mended. 
5. There is no State Fair Exhibit. 
6. Turn in blue accumulated record sheet at the Fair; howev-
er, points will not accumulate until the 3rd grade. 
7. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label Rule. 
 
Projects offered: Bicycle; Bugs; More Bugs; Collections; 
Crafts; Dairy; Dinosaurs; Dog; Farm Animals; Foods; Forest-
ry; Gardening; Goat; Horse & Pony; Llama; Models; My Pet 
& Me; Plants & Flowers; Rabbits; Reading; Sewing; Sheep; 
Space; Sun, Stars & Space; Swine, Trees; Whales & Dol-
phins; Wildlife Adventures. 
 
Exhibit: Select one of the exhibit options listed in your Mini 
Project manual. 
 
 

Personality 
 

ALL Levels:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Personality activity manual. A completed 
and signed Personality Record Sheet must accompany ex-
hibit at check in. Achievement Sheet and Record Sheet in 
the manual must be completed and signed.  
 
See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label 
Rule 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level A (Grade 3-4): Exhibit a 22" x 28" horizontal poster 
explaining one or more of the units in this workbook. 
Level B (Grade 5-6): Exhibit a 22" x 28" horizontal poster 
explaining one or more of the units in this workbook. 
Level C (Grade 7-8-9): Exhibit According to Grade.  
Grade 7 – Exhibit a 22" x 28" horizontal poster highlighting 
one community service organization in the community. 
Grade 8: A brochure explaining the organization mission, 
purpose, and goals for one community service organization 
in the community in a binder notebook.  
Grade 9 – Exhibit a community resource guide in a binder 
notebook. 
Level D (Grade 10-11-12):  Exhibit According to Grade. 
Grade 10 – Exhibit a 22" x 28" poster or display board or a 
binder notebook describing three possible careers. 
 Grade 11 – Exhibit a binder notebook displaying a monthly 
budget for three months--income and expenses to live on 
your own.  
Grade 12 – Exhibit a binder notebook holding an employ-
ment portfolio. 
 
 

Pet Rabbit 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in the Pet Rabbit Resource Manual. A completed 
and signed Pet Rabbit Record Sheet must accompany poster 
exhibit at check in.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
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notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1:  Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2:  Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3:  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Guidelines: 
1. Member must own their own rabbit and be responsible for 
the care of the animal. Animal must be in members personal 
care by April 1 of the calendar year. 
2. The rabbit can be of any pure or mixed breed. 
3. Animals will be judged according to appearance, age and 
overall condition of animal. The animal will not be judged 
according to American Rabbit Breeders Association stand-
ards.  
4. Only one animal may be exhibited by the member. One 
Champion and one Reserve Champion will be selected from 
each Level.  
5. A poster showing housing, care (with photos), and at least 
one additional fact about rabbits (See Allen County General 
4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule) and a completed 
signed record sheet must be turned in at the time of the post-
er exhibit entry. 
6. There will be a separate costume class. 
7. A different animal must be used in Pet Rabbit from that 
exhibited in Production Rabbit. 
8. A different poster is required in Pet Rabbit from that in the 
Rabbit project. 
 

 

Photography 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete one 
(1) activity in their Photography activity manual. A completed 
and signed Photography Record Sheet must accompany 
each individual exhibit at check in.  
  
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
1. All images are to be original images taken by the 4-H 
member. 
2. Complete a 4-H Photography Record Sheet each year. 
3. Photos must have been taken since the last project entry 
date of the county fair. 
4. All poster exhibits are to be mounted on a background 

board 22” x 28”, displayed horizontally, with stiff backing 
(foam board, corrugated board, thin paneling, thin luan board 
– keep it thin and light) and covered with clear acetate/
plastic. 
 5. Place standard identification label in the lower right hand 
corner on poster boards and salon prints. Place your identifi-
cation label on your board and under your plastic if at all 
possible. Label should be placed along the bottom of the 
slide-view. (See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule.)  Leave your county ID tag on the exhibit and place the 
state fair tag over it for those selected as State Fair Entry.  
6. Number photo prints on your print board 1 to 10 
7 Captions with photographs are not recommended nor are 
fluorescent posters. 
8. Salon prints are one print, either Black & White or Color, 
printed horizontally or vertically. The print must be mounted 
on standard 16” x 20” salon mount, displayed vertically and 
covered with plastic. 
9. Sepia tone photographs (mono chromatic) are entered 
under the Black and White classes. 
10. For Allen County you may exhibit in any two (2) different 
categories in your division. 
11. For Allen County, Salon prints – a matt board cut out is 
required. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
  1. Black & White Prints 
  2. Color Prints 
 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
  1. Black & White Prints 
  2. Color Prints 
  3. Color Salon Print 
  4. Black & White Salon Print 
  5. Creative/Experimental Salon Prints 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
  1. Black & White Prints 
  2. Color Prints  
  3. Color Salon Print 
  4. Black & White Salon Print 
  5. Creative/Experimental Salon Print 

  6. Video (3-5 minute segment judged) 
 
LEVEL 1 BLACK AND WHITE PRINTS: "Capturing Memo-
ries" 
EXHIBIT: 10 black & white pictures, none of which is larger 
than 4" by 6", nor smaller than 3 1/2" by 5", any subject, 
mounted on a background board 22" x 28", displayed hori-
zontally, on stiff backing covered with plastic. The poster 
must carry the title "Capturing Memories". It is recommended 
that you use and exhibit standard processing size for your 
prints. See mounting and labeling instructions section. Your 
prints may be a mix of digital and/or standard development. 
 
LEVEL 1 COLOR PRINTS: "Experiences in Color” 
EXHIBIT: 10 color pictures, none of which is larger than 4" by 
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6", nor smaller than 3 1/2" by 5", any subject, mounted on a 
background board 22" x 28", displayed horizontally, with stiff 
backing and covered with plastic. The poster must carry the 
title "Experiences in Color". It is recommended that you use 
and exhibit standard processing size for your prints. See 
mounting and labeling instructions section. Your prints may 
be a mix of digital and/or standard development. 

 
LEVEL 2 BLACK AND WHITE PRINTS: "Photography is 
Fun" 
EXHIBIT: 10 black & white pictures, none of which is larger 
than 5" by 7" nor smaller than 2" by 3 1/2", mounted on a 
background board 22" x 28", displayed horizontally, with stiff 
backing and covered with plastic. The poster must carry the 
title "Photography is Fun". See mounting and labeling in-
structions section. Your prints may be a mix of digital and/or 
standard development. 
 
LEVEL 2 COLOR PRINTS: "Adventures in Color" 
EXHIBIT: 10 color pictures, none of which is larger than 5" by 
7" nor smaller than 2" by 3 1/2", mounted on a background 
board 22" x 28", displayed horizontally, with stiff backing and 
covered with plastic. The poster must carry the title 
"Adventures in Color". See mounting and labeling instruc-
tions section. Your prints may be a mix of digital and/or 
standard development. 
 
LEVEL 2 COLOR SALON PRINT 
EXHIBIT: One (1) color print no smaller than 7" x 9" nor larg-
er than 11" x 14", printed horizontally or vertically, mounted 
on a standard 16" x 20" salon mount, displayed VERTICAL-
LY and covered with plastic. No title recommended. 
 
LEVEL 2 BLACK AND WHITE SALON PRINT 
EXHIBIT: One (1) black & white no smaller than 7" x 9" nor 
larger than 11" x 14", printed horizontally or vertically, mount-
ed on a standard 16" x 20" salon mount, displayed VERTI-
CALLY and covered with plastic. No title recommended. 
 
LEVEL 2 CREATIVE/EXPERIMENTAL SALON PRINTS 
EXHIBIT: One (1) black & white or one (1) color print or a 
combination no smaller than 7" x 9" nor larger than 11" x 14", 
printed horizontally or vertically, mounted on a standard 16" x 
20" salon mount, displayed VERTICALLY and covered with 
plastic. No title recommended. See additional notes regard-
ing digital below. Must include original photograph(s) on the 
back of the board and attach a listing of steps and/or proce-
dures used to create the end product. 
 
LEVEL 3 BLACK AND WHITE PRINTS 
EXHIBIT: 10 black & white pictures, none of which is larger 
than 8" by 10" nor smaller than 2" by 3 1/2", mounted on a 
back- 
ground board 22" x 28", displayed horizontally, with stiff 
backing and covered with plastic. The poster must carry a 
title; use your own creativity. See mounting and labeling 

instructions section. Your prints may be a mix of digital, digi-
tally enhanced and/or standard development. 
 
LEVEL 3 COLOR PRINTS 
EXHIBIT: 10 color pictures, none of which is larger than 8" by 
10" nor smaller than 2" by 3 1/2", mounted on a background 
board 22" x 28", displayed horizontally with stiff backing and 
covered with plastic. The poster must carry a title; use your 
own creativity. See mounting and labeling instructions sec-
tion. Your prints may be a mix of digital, digitally enhanced 
and/or standard development. 
 
LEVEL 3 COLOR SALON PRINT: 
Exhibit: One (1) color print no smaller than 7” x 9” nor larger 
than 11” x 14”, printed horizontally or vertically. Mounted on a 
standard 16” x 20” salon mount, displayed VERICALY, and 
covered with plastic. No title recommended. 
 
LEVEL 3 BLACK AND WHITE SALON PRINT 
EXHIBIT: One (1) black & white no smaller than 7" x 9" nor 
larger than 11" x 14", printed horizontally or vertically, mount-
ed on a standard 16" x 20" salon mount, displayed VERTI-
CALLY and covered with plastic. No title recommended. 
 
LEVEL 3 CREATIVE/EXPERIMENTAL SALON PRINT 
EXHIBIT: One (1) black & white or one (1) color print or a 
combination no smaller than 7” x 9” nor larger than 11” x 14”, 
printed horizontally or vertically, mounted on a standard 16” x 
20” salon mount, displayed VERTICALLY and covered with 
plastic. No title recommended. See additional notes regard-
ing digital below. Must include original photograph(s) on the 
back of the board and attach a listing of steps and/or proce-
dures used to create the end product. 
LEVEL 3 VIDEO 
EXHIBIT: Create a video that is no more than 10 minutes in 
length, begins with an introductory title and ends with credits.  
The video exhibit is to be MP4 or compatible format and 
submitted on a DVD, flash/thumb drive, other media storage 
device, or published to YouTube or another public video 
internet site. If submitting on a storage device, include exhibi-
tor’s name, video title, and date created. The exhibit is to 
also include a notebook describing hardware, software, and 
equipment used. The report should describe how the video 
was created, date created, designed, challenges, what was 
learned, etc. The report should include screenshots as the 
actual video will not be displayed. The judge may choose to 
view the video in its entirety or a portion. If the video is pub-
lished to YouTube or another public internet site the report 
must include the web address should the judge choose to 
view it. 
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY GUIDELINES:  
1. All images are to be original images taken by the 4-H 
member. Photography exhibits are to be taken by the 4-H 
members between county project check-in to the next year 
county project check-in. 
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2. Creative/Experimental print sizes must meet the size re-
quirements of your chosen exhibit. It is recommended that 
the digital image be printed on photographic paper or very 
high quality copier paper. The paper quality will help in clarity 
and sharpness. 
3. If a photograph is taken with a digital camera is just a 
straight forward photograph with no changes or augmenta-
tion, then it would be the same as one for the regular print 
board or salon print classes. To succeed as a creative/
experimental image (as a separate classification) something 
more should be done to the photographic image. 
4. DIGITAL VS. FILM Anything that can be done in a dark 
room, on an enlarger, can be done on a computer, i.e. crop-
ping, color correction, parallax, etc. If an image is digitally 
altered beyond what can be done on the enlarger, i.e. adding 
different background, removing buildings or people, adding 
text, hand-coloring, etc. it should be entered in the “Creative/
Experimental” Class. We realize this will be difficult to en-
force. We ask your cooperation. We also realize the person 
with the expensive digital camera and high powered comput-
er has some advantages. By the same token the person with 
the expensive large format film camera that takes his pro-
cessing to a custom lab has many advantages over the per-
son with the inexpensive 35mm camera doing there pro-
cessing at the local retail store. 
 
Mounting and Labeling: 
The mounting may be of any color or texture. The pictures 
are to be neatly and securely mounted. Dry mounting tissue 
is best.  
 
Salon mounts are available in most photo and art supply 
stores. They are available either in plain or with a cutout of 
the picture area. You may make your own. 
 
Label each exhibit with an exhibit label 2”x 4” stating 4-H’ers 
name, club, grade level and exhibit/level division. It is recom-
mended that this identification label be placed in the lower 
right-hand corner of your poster board or salon print and 
under the plastic, if at all possible.  
 
 

Potato 
(Any 4-H'er may exhibit at the State Fair) 

 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 

 

1. Follow state project requirements, except for the exhibit. 
Refer to 4-H potato manual for description and details on 
exhibit requirements. 
2. The county exhibit shall be: (1) (a) a study of disease, 
weather effects, land conditions, fertilizer, or (b) 24 to 36 
potatoes in a tray that is about 12 1/2" by 18" by 2 1/2" deep. 
The number of potatoes will vary according to potato size. (2) 
See Allen County General    4-H Rules: Label Rule, (3) A 
completed and signed Record Sheet must accompany exhib-
it. 
 

 
Poultry 

 

1. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity sheets will be 
due on the first Extension Office working day following June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incomplete, 
will result in a ribbon grade one placing lower following place-
ment of their animal(s) and/or poster and loss of eligibility for 
showmanship. Late activity sheets must be received by the 
end of check in. Members not turning in completed activity 
sheets are ineligible to show. The Poultry committee may 
recognize up to three members in each level for outstanding 
work with their Activity Sheets. Activity sheets will be done 
according to the following grades, as of January 1 of current 
exhibition year. Completed Activity sheets submitted by the 
deadline with no animal or poster exhibit, will receive a par-
ticipation award only. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
2. A Completed Animal Record sheet will be due June 30 
with Activity Sheets. (One Poultry Record Sheet per exhibi-
tor.) 
3. Ownership - (See General 4-H Rules).  
4. 4-H member must own ALL birds (with exception of broil-
ers) by May 15 of exhibition year. 
5. Fowl, or the eggs they were hatched from, which will be 
shown at State Fair, must originate in National Poultry Im-
proved flocks. 
6. There are 10 poultry classes available. You may exhibit in 
a maximum of 4 different Commercial and 4 different Exhibi-
tion bird classes. In addition to your pens of live birds, you 
may exhibit an educational poster. 
7. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with.  
8. A Leader’s Special award will be given at the auction. 
9. All birds must be washed prior to check-in at the fair. They 
must be in good health and show no signs of disease, infes-
tation or parasite. All birds must meet state health require-
ments. 
10. All Exhibitors will be expected to bring their birds to the 
judging table during the 4-H Show. 



 

57 

11. Only one poultry project may be sold in the auction. Birds 
must have met class eligibility requirements to be eligible for 
Auction: Pair of Broilers, One Turkey, One dozen eggs from 
Champion and Reserve Champion Layer exhibitor. 
12. Honor Class ribbons will be awarded at the judge’s dis-
cretion. 
13. A Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Com-
mercial award will be selected from Commercial Classes.  
14. A Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Exhi-
bition award will be selected from Exhibition Classes. 
15. 4-H members are responsible for the complete care of 
their birds for each day at the Fair and must provide ade-
quate food and water. 
 
COMMERCIAL CLASSES: 
  There are 6 different Commercial Classes. You are allowed 
to show in a maximum of 4 different Classes. You may exhib-
it only one pen per class. 
 BROILERS - Purchase 25 one-day old chicks from a certi-
fied NPIP hatchery. The suggested age for the birds is 5-8 
weeks of age at the County Fair. Proof of the NPIP hatchery 
number needs to by turned in on June 30th with your com-
pleted Activity Sheets. Broilers will be divided by weight into 
2 divisions. Light weight pair—12 pounds and under; heavy 
weight pair—over 12 pounds but not over 20 pounds. You 
may show in only one Broiler division. Over 20 pounds per 
pair will be ineligible to show and will receive participation. 
Champion and Reserve Champion awards will be given for 
each division with both divisions eligible for overall grand 
champion. Exhibit: Two broilers of the same sex. A receipt 
showing date of purchase must accompany June 30 records. 
Any broilers sold at the auction must be dressed and deliv-
ered to the buyer wishes.  
LAYERS/MARKET EGGS/TABLE FLOCK - White egg shell 
color 
Exhibit pen of 2 hens older than one year of age. Due to the 
age, they will need to be blood tested during the fair check-
in. You may show in both Classes, but not exceed the 4 pen 
limit for Commercial Classes. 
LAYERS/MARKET EGGS/TABLE FLOCK - Brown and 
other egg shell color 
Exhibit pen of 2 hens older than one year of age. Due to the 
age, they will need to be blood tested during the fair check-
in. You may show in both Classes, but not exceed the 4 pen 
limit for Commercial Classes. 
PULLETS - White egg shell color 
Exhibit a pen of 2 pullets, less than 6 months of age. A re-
ceipt showing date of purchase needs to be turned in on 
June 30th with your completed activity sheets. You may 
show in both Classes, but not exceed the 4 pen limit for 
Commercial Classes. 
PULLETS – Brown and other egg shell color 
Exhibit a pen of 2 pullets, less than 6 months of age. A re-
ceipt showing date of purchase needs to be turned in on 
June 30th with your completed activity sheets. You may 
show in both Classes, but not exceed the 4 pen limit for 

Commercial Classes. 
TURKEY - Exhibit one turkey (Male or Female) no younger 
than 4 months or older than 6 months. A receipt showing 
date of purchase needs to be turned in on June 30th with 
your completed activity sheets. 
 
EXHIBITION CLASSES:  
Birds will be judged according to the American Standard of 
Perfection, as authorized by the American Poultry Associa-
tion. All the following need to be exhibited as a pair of 1 male 
and 1 female of the same breed. There are 4 different Exhibit 
Classes. You are allowed to show in up to 4 classes, but may 
exhibit only one pen per class. 
WATERFOWL – ducks and geese 
STANDARD EXHIBITION BIRDS – Rhode Island Red, 
Plymouth Rock, Cochin, Hamburg, Polish, Guineas, etc. 
BANTAMS – Clean Legged 
BANTAMS – Feathered Legged 
 
POULTRY POSTER (State Fair Exhibit Option) 
Member may chose to exhibit an educational poster on poul-
try. Poster must be standard 22”x28”, displayed horizontally, 
with stiff backing and covered with plastic. Exhibits will be 
judged by level  
             Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
             Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
             Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
Exhibits selected for Champion will be eligible for State Fair 
entry. 
Poster should be on some aspect of poultry science. 
This Exhibit is open to any 4-H member and is not limited to 
exhibitors of 4-H Poultry. A completed Poultry Activity Sheet 
is required. 
 
Posters are due at the same time as bird check in. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc.  It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
1. Any 4-H’er may compete in showmanship as long as they 
have completed and turned in their activity sheets and record 
sheets by the June 30 deadline to the Extension Office. 
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2. Member must show their own animal in showmanship. 
 

Rabbit  
 
1. Rabbit Activity Worksheet 
The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of two 
of the activities in their level with the exception of the Mini 4-
H member completing one activity for their grade level in the 
Mini 4-H Rabbit Activity packets. All activity worksheets will 
be due to the Extension Office by June 30. If June 30 falls on 
a weekend, the activity sheets will be due on the first Exten-
sion Office working day following June 30. Activity sheets, 
which are late or incomplete, will result in a ribbon grade one 
placing lower following placement of their animal/s. Late 
activity sheets must be received by the end of check in. 
Members not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligi-
ble to show. Member will compete in a level according to 
school grade as of January 1 of current exhibition year. The 
rabbit committee may recognize up to three members in 
each level for outstanding work with their Activity Sheets.  
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
Mini 4-H – Grades K-1-2 
 2. Fair Check In 
For Entry time - (check County Fair schedule).  
A. All 4-H members must check in with Rabbit Superinten-
dent immediately upon arrival. All rabbits will need to be 
individually inspected by a Rabbit Committee member before 
being penned. Rabbits showing signs of illness will be sent 
home.  
B. Rabbits that are not permanently and legibly tattooed in 
their left ear will not be accepted.  
C. No rabbits will be accepted prior to or after specified 
check in hours. 
D. Does with litters will not be accepted. 
E. No entries will be accepted without completed Rabbit 
Activity Worksheets and Identification Form. 
F. 4-H members must supply their own rabbit feed, as well as 
their own water and food bowls.  
G. 4-H members are responsible for the complete care of 
their rabbits for each day at the Fair. 
H. Any 4-H member taking their rabbits out before the re-
lease time will not complete the Rabbit Project and will forfeit 
their ribbons and/or trophies. 
I. No “For Sale Signs” will be allowed on rabbit cages during 
the fair. 
  3. Rabbit Identification Form 
The Identification Form is due at the Extension Office by 
June 30, the same as the rabbit activity sheets. Member 
must list on the Rabbit Identification Form, the breed, variety, 
class and sex of all potential rabbits to be exhibited at the 
County Fair. No substitutions of rabbits due to death or ill-
ness will be allowed. Only rabbits listed on the form due in 
June may be exhibited. The ID form must be turned into the 
Extension Office on or before the deadline date stated on the 

form.  
    Exhibitor may show only one animal per class and may 
exhibit up to 3 breeds of rabbits, and up to 2 of the meat 
classes, with the exception that 1st year project members can 
only show in 1 of the 4 meat classes. Meat classes do not 
count as a breed. Mini 4-H members cannot compete in the 
Meat Classes.  
     Any 4-H member showing Single Fryers or Meat Pens 
should contact the person noted on the ID form to get their 
assigned tattoo letter/s and the letter/s must appear on the 
form. A rabbit information meeting will be held on the dead-
line date and a tattoo letter can also be issued at that time.  
     FIRST YEAR MEMBER - Exhibitor is allowed to pre-enter 
up to 12 rabbits on the Rabbit ID form and exhibit in up to 6 
of the following classes (a) Senior Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) 
6/8 Buck, (d) 6/8 Doe, (e) Junior Buck, (f) Junior Doe. First 
year project member can only exhibit in 1 of the following 4 
Meat Classes: Meat Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer.                                                                    
SECOND YEAR MEMBER - Exhibitor is allowed to pre-enter 
up to 14 rabbits on the Rabbit ID form and exhibit in up to 8 
of the following classes (a) Senior Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) 
6/8 Buck, (d) 6/8 Doe, (e) Junior Buck, (f) Junior 
Doe. Exhibitor can only exhibit in 2 of the following 4 Meat 
Classes: Meat Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer.  
  THIRD YEAR MEMBER - Exhibitor is allowed to pre-enter 
up to 16 rabbits on the Rabbit ID form and exhibit in up to 10 
of the following classes (a) Senior Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) 
6/8 Buck, (d) 6/8 Doe, (e) Junior Buck, (f) Junior Doe. Exhibi-
tor can only exhibit in 2 of the following 4 Meat Classes: Meat 
Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer.  
 FOURTH YEAR MEMBER - Exhibitor is allowed to pre-enter 
up to 18 rabbits on the Rabbit ID form and exhibit in up to 12 
of the following classes:  (a) Senior Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) 
6/8 Buck, (d) 6/8 Doe, (e) Junior Buck (f) Junior Doe. Exhibi-
tor can only exhibit in 2 of the following 4 Meat Classes: Meat 
Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer.  
 FIFTH YEAR & ABOVE - Exhibitor is allowed to pre-enter 
up to 20 rabbits on the Rabbit ID form and exhibit in up to 14 
of the following classes:  (a) Senior Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) 
6/8 Buck, (d) 6/8 Doe, (e) Junior Buck, (f) Junior Doe. Exhibi-
tor can only exhibit in 2 of the following 4 Meat Classes: Meat 
Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer.  
 MINI 4-H MEMBERS GRADES K-1-2- Members are al-
lowed to pre-enter up to two rabbits on the Rabbit ID form, 
but can only bring and show one rabbit at the fair. All Mini 4-
H members will show together in the Mini 4-H Rabbit Class 
no matter what small breed of rabbit they are showing. Small 
breed rabbits will fit in one of these categories (a) Senior 
Buck, (b) Senior Doe, (c) Junior Buck, (d) Junior Doe. 
4. Meat Classes 
4-H members can auction only one of the following 4 meat 
classes: Meat Pen, Single Fryer, Roaster, or Stewer. The 
Rabbit committee must have the intent to auction slip within 
two hours from the completion of the show if the member 
wishes to offer a pen for sale. If participating in the Auction, 4
-H members are responsible to bring their exhibit into the 
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sale ring. It is recommended that the 4-H member showing in 
Meat Classes also show in at least one breed class. Mini 4-H 
members cannot compete in the Meat Classes.  
    MEAT PEN - A Meat Pen is 3 rabbits of the same breed 
and color or variety. They should be of equal size and 
weight. Each rabbit weighing a minimum of three (3) pounds 
and a maximum of five (5) pounds and not over ten weeks on 
the day of the show. They can be the same or opposite sex. 
Rabbits of marked breeds must be marked with no disqualifi-
cation. Meat Pen must be owned and raised by 4-H member.  
   SINGLE FRYER- A Single Fryer is a rabbit weighing a 
minimum of three (3) pounds and a maximum of five (5) 
pounds and not over ten weeks on the day of the show. Sin-
gle Fryer must be owned and raised by 4-H member. *Note: 
A Single Fryer rabbit can be selected from the 4H member’s 
Meat Pen. 
   ROASTER CLASS – A roaster is a single rabbit under six 
months of age, weighing a minimum of five (5) pounds and a 
maximum of eight (8) pounds on the day of the show. 
Roaster must be owned and raised by 4-H member.  
   STEWER CLASS – A Stewer is a single rabbit six months 
of age or older, weighing a minimum of eight (8) pounds on 
the day of the show. Stewer must be owned and raised by 4-
H member. 
5. Breeder Class 
The purpose of the Breeders Class is to encourage 4-H rab-
bit members to breed and raise their own show rabbits. Rab-
bits entered in this class must be owned and raised by the 4-
H member. Rabbits must be born from the member’s own 
breeding stock. This class will be held near the end of the 
show before the 4 Class and 6 Class judging.  
A. Each member is allowed to show one rabbit in the Breed-
ers Class. 
B. Rabbit shown must be a recognize ARBA breed, and can 
be of any variety, age and sex. 
C. A three generation pedigree of the rabbit to be shown in 
the Breeder Class must be turned in at fair check in with the 
rabbit. Circle the name and tattoo of the rabbit that will be 
shown. 4-H member’s name or rabbitry name must appear 
on the pedigree as the owner and breeder. 
D. Rabbit must also be shown in the regular show. Please 
note that the rabbit will be shown twice – once in the regular 
show and once in the Breeders Class. 
E. Rabbit must be listed on the Identification Form two times. 
Once in regular class and again at the end of the ID form in 
the designated Breeder Class section. 
F. If the rabbit is disqualified during the regular show it cannot 
show in the Breeders Class. 
G. Awards will be given for Champion and Reserve Champi-
on. 
H. Mini 4-H members are ineligible to show in the Breeder 
Class. 
6. Mini 4-H Grade K-1-2 
Mini 4-H members will follow the basic same rabbit project 
rules as the traditional 4-H members with a few exceptions. 
Please refer to the Rules Book for rules regarding the rabbit 

project.  
Members are required to sign up for a 4-H membership 
online and sign a 4-H Liability Release Form. 
Members are required to complete a rabbit activity worksheet 
for their level and turn it into the Extension Office by June 30.   
Members can pre enter 2 rabbits on the Rabbit Identification 
Form, but they can only bring and show one rabbit at the fair.  
Identification Forms are due at the Extension Office by June 
30.  
Mini 4-H rabbits will stay at the fair and will be checked in 
and check out with the traditional 4-H members. Members 
are responsible for the care of their rabbit during the week of 
the fair.  
Mini 4H members are allowed to show one small, *ARBA 
recognized breed rabbit, with the help of an older 4-H mem-
ber in the Mini 4-H Rabbit Class following the meat classes 
near the beginning of the rabbit show.  
All Mini 4-H members will show together in the Mini 4-H Rab-
bit Class no matter what breed of rabbit they are showing. 
Rabbits will fit in one of these categories (a) Senior Buck, (b) 
Senior Doe, (c) Junior Buck, (d) Junior Doe 
Members will receive a participation ribbon for their rabbit. 
They cannot compete with the traditional 4H members, nor 
can they compete in the meat classes or sell at the auction.    
It is recommended that each family purchases a Rabbit Re-
source Handbook, which is a great reference and it is useful 
when completing the activity sheets.    
Website for all forms and activity sheets 
www.extension.purdue.edu/allen  

*ARBA - American Rabbit Breeders Association –for 
information about breeds of rabbits - www.arba.net 

 
Members will follow the basic same rabbit project rules as 
the traditional 4-H members with a few exceptions. Please 
refer to these Rabbit Rules for more information. Mini 4-H 
rabbits will stay at the fair and will be checked in and check 
out with the traditional 4-H members. Members will not com-
pete with the traditional 4H members. Members will receive a 
participation ribbon for their rabbit. Mini 4-H members will 
show their own rabbit with the help of an older 4-H member 
in the Mini 4-H Rabbit Class following the meat classes near 
the beginning of the rabbit show. All Mini 4H Rabbit members 
are required to sign up for a membership online and sign a 
Mini 4-H Liability Release Form. Members are required to 
complete and turn in their activity sheets and identification 
form into the Extension Office by June 30. It is recommended 
that each family purchases a Rabbit Resource Handbook, 
which is a great reference and it is useful when completing 
the activity sheets.   
  
7. Rabbits shown in a breed class should be at least 4 
months of age the day of the show and weigh the minimum 
junior weight for its breed according to ARBA standards.  
8. All new rabbits must be purchased by April 15. Rabbits 
shown must be purebreds. Pedigrees are highly recommend-
ed. Rabbits entered must be owned and cared for by the 4-H 

http://www.ces.purdue.edu/allen
http://www.arba.net
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member. Rabbits shown must be an ARBA recognized breed 
with the exception of a potential new breed that has passed 
their first presentation as explained below. 
9. A potential new breed that has passed their first presenta-
tion under the ARBA standards committee and has a certifi-
cate of development (COD) may be shown in our county in 
the varieties listed on their active COD only. Potential new 
breeds passing their presentation are eligible to win placings, 
Best of Breed and Best Opposite, but cannot compete in 
Best of 4 or 6 Class or Best of Show. Members showing a 
potential new breed should be familiar with how their breed is 
progressing. Call a rabbit leader if you have questions about 
where your new breeds stands. 
10. Judging will be governed by the latest rules of the Ameri-
can Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA). 
11. All rabbits must be exhibited in their natural condition. 
Any violation of this rule shall exclude rabbit from competi-
tion. 
12. 4-H members are expected to be present during judging 
at the fair. It is the 4-H member's responsibility to bring their 
rabbits to the exhibit table for judging.  
13. Refer to 4-H General Rules under Livestock in the Allen 
County 4-H Rules Book for additional information and rules 
pertaining to rabbits.  
14. During the fair, the Rabbit Committee reserves the right 
to send any rabbit home that becomes sick or injured, with-
out substitution. Only the Rabbit Committee and the owner 
may handle or inspect the rabbit. No exceptions.  
15. The Rabbit Committee will decide on the trophies and 
submit their proposal to the Awards Committee. 
16. To better assist you with completion of your project and 
to prepare you for the 4-H Fair exhibition, it is recommended 
that each exhibitor attend at least two county rabbit work-
shops in addition to completing their activity sheets. 
17. The Rabbit Committee will choose one rabbit member to 
receive the Rabbit Leader’s Award, which will be presented 
on the day of the Auction. 
  
Suggestions for improving on your rabbit project  
· Improve upon your rabbit knowledge and inventory. Learn 
how to tattoo a rabbit, how to fill out pedigrees, and how to 
keep current records of your rabbit herd. 
· Begin this year's record with the closing inventory of the 
year before. Keep two does and one buck from the previous 
year. Plan a breeding program so you can raise your own 
rabbits to show in the 4-H fair’s breed and meat classes. 
· Show your rabbits in at least one ARBA Youth Division 
Show to see how your rabbits have improved and measure 
up to those of other breeders. 
· Learn to dress-out rabbits and/or find a market for your 
offspring that you do not plan to keep. 
· Serve as a Junior Executive Leader for the Rabbit Program, 
get involved in the 4-H Rabbit Club, or become a 4-H Junior 
Leader. 
· Always show good sportsmanship and respect other 4-H 
members. 

· Help a new member get started in rabbits and continue to 
help other 4-H members before, during and after the fair. 
· Get involved in Rabbit Ambassador, make a Rabbit Poster 
or give a Rabbit Illustrated Talk. (See details below) 
· Help with fair set up and clean up. 

   
**RABBIT AMBASSADOR CONTEST (OPTIONAL): This 
event is open to all traditional 4-H members enrolled in the 4-
H Rabbit Project. Contest is divided into five levels: Novice – 
grades 3 & 4; Junior – grades 5 & 6; Intermediate – grades 7 
& 8; Senior – grades 9 & 10; and Master – grades 11 & 12. 
Grade is as of January 1st of the current year. One contest-
ant per level is eligible for State Contest. Participants will 
learn about rabbits as well as how to judge and identify differ-
ent breeds. The contest will consist of a test of rabbit 
knowledge, breed identification, and showmanship. Infor-
mation about the Ambassador Contest can be found online 
under Indiana 4-H Handbook. Rabbit Ambassador Contest is 
held prior to the county fair. Check the Clover Chronicle for 
specific date. Contact rabbit leaders for more information.  
  
**RABBIT POSTER EXHIBIT (OPTIONAL): The exhibit is 
open to any traditional 4-H member who has completed the 
Rabbit Activity Sheet prior to June 30 and is not limited to 
exhibitors of 4-H rabbits. Posters are evaluated on content 
and information, neatness, and originality. A completed and 
signed Rabbit Poster Record Sheet must accompany poster 
at check in. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster 
Rule & Label Rule. Proper footnoting should be used with 
any reference material. Attach a 3” x 5” card to the back of 
the poster listing the references.  
  
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
**ILLUSTRATED RABBIT TALK (OPTIONAL): The Illustrat-
ed Talk is a demonstration speech given by the traditional 4-
H member on a rabbit topic at the county or state level. The 
Illustrated Talk should last 5 to 7 minutes, and is given in 
front of an audience. The Rabbit Poster maybe used as a 
part of the Illustrated Rabbit Talk. Contest is divided into five 
levels, the same as the Rabbit Ambassador Contest.  
  
**More information can be obtained on the optional projects 
from the County Extension Office (CEO), and by contacting a 
rabbit leader or committee member. Information on the Am-
bassador Contest can be found online under Indiana 4-H 
Rabbit Handbook. 
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Reading 

(No State Fair Entry) 
 
ALL LEVELS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Participant will read and report on eight (8) books by select-
ing four (4) books of their choice PLUS at least four (4) books 
from the Indiana Recommended Reading List within or above 
the member’s project grade level. A brief report on each book 
is to be completed. Report forms will be provided. Exhibit 
options: (a) Make a poster that tells about a book you liked; 
or (b) make a Poster that would encourage people to read; or 
(c) read to a younger friend. Read them 3-4 books you think 
they would like. Then write a paper about the books they like 
and what happened; or (d) design a book jacket for a book 
that you especially liked; or (e) make a mobile which contains 
characters from favorite books; or (f) create original illustra-
tions for a story using a variety of materials; or (g) make a 
scrapbook, chart or poster of interesting words or unusual 
expressions found in a book; or (h) make a time line showing 
the works of one author; or (i) make a map that shows the 
locations of favorite stories from one land or from around the 
world; or (j) make puppets or masks of favorite book charac-
ters in a particular story using paper mache, old socks, paper 
bags or other materials; or (k) make a movie of a book by 
drawing a series of pictures and attaching the series to two 
rollers at opposite ends of an open book; or (l) make a diora-
ma by placing small paper characters from a story in a shoe 
box which has a peephole, or by gluing characters in a scene 
from a story in stand up fashion on heavy cardboard. 
 
 

 
Recycling 

(No State Fair Exhibit) 
 

All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 

giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Exhibit Categories:   
  1.Poster Option  
  2. Artwork or home/household item option  
  3. Fashion Item 
 
Project Requirements:  
1. A completed and signed Recycling Record Sheet must 
accompany each exhibit. 
2. Poster Option-exhibit an educational poster on one of the 
topics listed. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster 
Rule & Label Rule. 
3. Artwork or home/household item option-exhibit artwork OR 
a  home or household item created from recyclable products. 
Bonding agent does not need to be a recycled product. 
4. For artwork or home/household exhibits, a list of all materi-
als used must accompany the exhibit-list on record sheet. 
5. If your Artwork or home/household items are larger than 
36”x36”x36”, to please let the Extension Office know at least 
a week before the fair. See Allen County General 4-H Rule, 
Poster Rule & Label Rule.  
6. Recycling will be judged on workmanship, information 
provided, creativity and completed record sheet. 
7. You may exhibit a maximum of two (2) items from 2 differ-
ent categories. 
8. Complete and exhibit a different item(s) each year. 
 

 
Scrapbooking 

(No State Fair Exhibit) 
 

Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
Project Requirements:  
1. Carefully read the project manual. 
2. Complete 8 pages each year and exhibit your best pages 
according to appropriate level. 
3. Exhibits will be shown by Grade as follows: 
    Level 1: Grades 3-4-5    (2 pages) 
    Level 2: Grades 6-7-8    (4 pages) 
    Level 3: Grades 9-10-11-12  (6 pages) 
4. Complete record sheet with Leader’s signature, and bring 
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with your exhibit to Check-in. 
5. Each exhibit will have a label (attached with string) with 
the 4-H members name, club, and grade.  
6. Exhibits should have a page protector attached containing 
your record sheet and the scorecard will be placed in that. 
7. 4-H’er should mark the page they wish to have displayed 
after judging (with a post it note). 
 
 
All Levels:  
1. The page size should be at least 8 1/2 ”x 11” in size. (12” x 
12” is the most common size and will be easier to work with.) 
Each page will be covered with a plastic page protector. 
2. Completed pages contain photos and memorabilia, docu-
mentation, decoration, etc.  
3. Journaling (labels, captions, stories, thoughts, ideas, etc.) 
is to be used along with your photos and memorabilia. 
 
 

Sewing 
 

All Levels (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule. (2) A completed and signed Record Sheet, Achieve-
ment Sheet and a Sewing Project Exhibit Card must accom-
pany each exhibit-both wearable and non wearable. 
 
4-H’ers will be allowed to exhibit in both wearable and non-
wearable sections. 
Fashion Revue will be limited to exhibitors of wearable exhib-
its, with the EXCEPTION of Level A, Grade 3 non-wearable 
ONLY 
 
If a 4-H member is taking Sewing for the first time they may 
select to exhibit at the Grade 3 level one (1) time only. HOW-
EVER, exhibit is NOT eligible to advance to the State Fair. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
LEVEL 1: (Grade 3-4) 
Exhibit Options: 
Grade 3: 
-Wearable: Elastic waist shorts, pants OR skirt with fold over 
casing; no pockets. 
-Non-Wearable: Simple pillow sham with lapped back open-
ing and purchased pillow form (following instructions provid-
ed in manual) OR simple tote bag with handles or drawstring 
Grade 3 Wearable and Non-Wearable item must include at 

least 2 of the following skills in the exhibit: Insert elastic or 
drawstring; Sew and trim a crotch curve; Machine topstitch 
hems; Use a simple seam finish; Stitch in the ditch. 
Grade 4: 
-Wearable: Shorts, pants OR skirt with waistband or facing, 
or partial elastic waistband (not a full elastic waistband) OR 
simple shirt or top OR BBQ apron. 
-Non-wearable: Shaped pillow with curved seams, stuffed 
and sewn closed OR hanging pocket organizer OR bound 
edge placemats (set of 4). 
Grade 4 - Seam finishes are recommended on all exposed 
seams. Wearable and Non-Wearable item must include at 
least 2 of the following skills in the exhibit: Use interfacing; 
Stay stitch and under stitch; Apply a facing or binding; Stitch 
curved seams; Trim and grade seams; Work with fiberfill; 
Machine topstitch hems. 
 
LEVEL 2: (Grade 5-6) 
Exhibit Options: 
Grade 5: 
-Wearable: Simple shirt with sleeves OR sundress OR jump-
er OR simple 2 piece pajamas 
-Non-Wearable: Pillow lap quilt (quillow) OR structured duffel 
bag, tote bag or backpack, OR sewn hat. 
Grade 5 - Seam finishes are recommended on all exposed 
seams (except knits). Interfacing, under stitching and trim-
ming should be used when appropriate. Wearable and Non-
Wearable item must include at least 3 of these additional 
skills for each sewn exhibit. Match fabric design; sew with 
knit; gather fabric; insert elastic; insert zipper; apply facings; 
use a drawstring; sew buttons; hand-stitch a hem; apply 
binding; sew a simple sleeve; use batting; apply purchased 
trim or ribbons; sew patch or inseam pockets; use a simple 
lining; do a machine blind hem, apply machine topstitching; 
do a machine topstitched hem. 
Grade 6: 
-Wearable: Two garments that can be worn together. 
-Non-wearable: Pillow sham with button or zipper closing, 
appliquéd design, piping or ruffle. Make your own pillow form 
OR totebag or duffel bag with zipper, pockets and lining OR 
doll or pet clothes OR construction techniques sample note-
book (following instructions provided in manual). 
Grade 6 - Seam finishes are recommended on all exposed 
seams (except knits). Interfacing, under stitching and trim-
ming should be used when appropriate. Wearable and Non-
Wearable item must include at least 4 of these additional 
skills for each sewn exhibit. Make darts; sew facings; set in 
sleeves; apply ribbings; insert a lapped zipper; sew a simple 
collar; hand-stitch a hem; do a machine blind hem; make 
buttonholes; sew with knit; sew tucks or pleats; match fabric 
design; sew ruffles; use fiber fill; hand sew buttons; apply 
machine appliqué; apply trim; insert piping; sew a simple 
lining; apply machine topstitching; sew patch pockets; con-
struct with a serger; apply bindings; sew inseam pockets; do 
a machine topstitched hem. 
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LEVEL 3: (Grade 7) 
Exhibit Options: 
Grade 7: 
-Wearable: School or sports outfit. Can be one or more piec-
es. 
-Non-Wearable: Dressed, jointed (with sockets) stuffed ani-
mal OR sewn item for holiday or special occasion OR con-
struction techniques sample notebook (following instructions 
provided in manual). 
Grade 7 - Seam finishes are recommended on all exposed 
seams (except knits). Interfacing, under stitching and trim-
ming should be used when appropriate. Wearable and Non-
Wearable item must include at least 5 of these additional 
skills for each sewn exhibit. Make darts; attach cuffs; set in 
sleeves; apply binding; sew facing; sew lining; apply ribbing; 
apply ruffles; apply a collar; insert piping; sew on buttons; 
make buttonholes; use doll joints; use fiberfill; apply inseam 
pockets; apply patch pockets; apply front hip pockets; use a 
twin needle; match fabric design; apply tucks/pleats; apply 
trims; construct with a serger; apply machine or hand appli-
qué; apply machine topstitching; insert an invisible zipper; 
insert a lapped zipper; insert a separating zipper; insert a fly 
front zipper; do machine quilting; do a hand-stitched hem; do 
a machine topstitched hem; do a machine blind hem. 
 
LEVEL 3: (Grade 8-9) 
LEVEL 4: (Grade 10, 11, 12) 
Exhibit Options: 
-Wearable: Fashion Revue Categories listed below 
-Non-Wearable: Sewn items for your home OR construction 
techniques sample notebook OR sewing machine survey. 
(Following instructions provided in manual). 
DEFINITION OF OUTFIT: An outfit is a garment or garments 
that when put together make a complete look - such as one 
or 
two piece dress, or one or two piece pant suit, or a three 
piece combination, such as pants, vest, and blouse or shirt. 
Please indicate on label which category your exhibit is in, i.e. 
Formal Wear, Casual Wear, etc. 
Fashion Revue Categories: 
- Dress-up Wear: This is suitable for special, church, or so-
cial occasions that are not considered to be formal. It may be 
an outfit of one or more pieces with or without its own cos-
tume coat or jacket (lined or unlined). This is not an outfit that 
would be worn to school, weekend, or casual, informal activi-
ties. 
- Formal Wear: This outfit may be one or more pieces suita-
ble for any formal occasion, such as proms, weddings, and 
formal evening functions. 
- Free Choice: A complete outfit comprised of garments that 
do not fit in the other classifications. Examples include: ten-
nis wear, swim wear, athletic or sportswear; lounge wear; 
riding habits; historic, dance, theatrical or international cos-
tumes; capes, and unlined coats. 
- Informal or Casual Wear: A complete outfit of 1 or 2 pieces 
suitable for school, weekend, or casual, informal activities. 

- Separates: Consists of at least three garments that must be 
worn as a coordinated complete outfit. Each piece should be 
versatile enough to be worn with other garments. 
- Suit or Coat: The suit consists of two pieces including a 
skirt or pants and its own lined jacket. It is not a dress with a 
jacket as in "dress up wear". The coat is a separate lined 
coat. It will be judged separately as a coat with its own ac-
cessories. 
 
Grade 8 and up: Seam finishes are recommended on all 
exposed seams (except knits and non-raveling specialty 
fabrics). Interfacing, under stitching and trimming should be 
used when appropriate. Wearable and Non-Wearable item 
must include at least 6 of these skills for each sewn exhibit. 
Make darts; attach cuffs; make tucks; make pleats; add lin-
ing; insert elastic; add facings; add boning; add plackets; 
apply a collar; add lapels; insert piping; make sleeves; make 
a neckband; add gathers; add vents; apply trim; sew buttons; 
apply ribbing; add underlining; add a drawstring; add ruffles; 
use shaped seams; sew with knit; use fiberfill; make button 
loops; add a waistband; do hand beading; add patch pock-
ets; add inseam pockets; add front hip pockets; add welt 
pockets; match fabric design; use twin needle; make shoul-
der pads; create bound edges; do machine or hand quilting; 
apply machine or hand appliqué; apply machine topstitching; 
insert an invisible zipper; insert a separating zipper; insert 
a fly front zipper; insert a lapped zipper; insert a hand picked 
zipper; do a machine topstitched hem; do a machine blind 
hem; do a hand-stitched hem; make self-covered buttons; 
use specialty threads; make self-enclosed seams; sew with 
difficult fabric; construct with a serger; make machine button-
holes; make bound buttonholes, apply machine embroidery. 
 

 

Sheep 
GENERAL RULES: 
1. Sheep will follow the State Fair rules except for county 
exceptions mentioned here. Any questions not covered by 
the foregoing rules shall be referred to the sheep executive 
committee. 
2. ALL ewes and wethers must be scanned at the Spring 
weigh-in to show at the County and State Fair. All commer-
cial ewes and wethers will also be tagged with a County 4-H 
Sheep tag. Purebred ewes must have a breeder identification 
tag or tattoo. (Not a County Tag). Animals at weigh-in with 
infections will be required to be tagged and scanned last and 
must be done by their owner.  
3. The 4-H member is required to complete a minimum of 
two of the activities on their project activity sheets by June 
30. If June 30 falls on a weekend, the activity sheets will be 
due on the first Extension Office working day following June 
30. Activity sheets are to be submitted to the Extension Of-
fice by June 30. Activity sheets, which are late or incomplete, 
will result in the loss of eligibility of showmanship and mem-
ber will receive a participation ribbon for the project. Late 
activity sheets must be received by the end of check in. 
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Members not turning in completed activity sheets are ineligi-
ble to show. Activity sheets will be done according to the 
following grades, as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
The Sheep committee may recognize up to three members in 
each level for outstanding work with their Activity Sheets. 
Level 1 – Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 – Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
4. Completed Animal Record sheet will be due by June 30 
with Activity Sheets. 
5. Members are encouraged to attend sheep workshops. 
Attending sheep workshops may also count as an activity 
completed in the Sheep Activity Sheets. These workshops 
will be listed in the Clover Chronicle. 
6. Current HEALTH RULES as specified by the Indiana 
Board of Animal Health must be complied with and all health 
papers checked by either the State Veterinarian or a repre-
sentative before unloading. Health papers should be listed in 
the 4-Her’s name, the 4-Her’s and an immediate family mem-
ber’s name, or the 4-Her’s and the family name. (Ex. John 
Smith & Sons, Jane Smith & Sons and Daughters, John 
Smith and Family).  
7. Sheep must be shown by the club member-owner with 
such help as he/she needs. When a club member cannot be 
present, 4-H’er should arrange for an eligible Allen County 4-
H club member to show for him/her. It is required that the 
Sheep Committee be notified at least 24 hours prior to the 
start of the show for approval of substitution. 
8. All sheep required to be sheared must be washed and 
slick sheared within 10 days prior to Fair. 
9. No dogs allowed in sheep area. 
10. The exhibitor may show 3 market lambs, 3 ewe lambs 
and 3 yearling ewes. 
11. A Leader’s Special Award will be given at the Auction. 
12. Ownership: (See General 4-H Rules) 
13. At the committees discretion the top two placing lambs in 
each wether class will be rescanned immediately after leav-
ing the ring for comparison with the scan taken at the spring 
tagging. Any animal whose scanned do not match will be 
disqualified, with all lambs standing below it moving up one 
placing. 
14. Rate of Gain must be a market animal and must be one 
of the animals shown by the 4-H'er at the 4-H County Show. 
15. Exhibitors are required to clean their pen when animals 
are released or sold. 
16. During the Allen County Fair, 4-H members may receive 
assistance in preparation of their animals from a current 
Allen County 4-H Leader or another current Indiana 4-H 
member . In addition, you may receive assistance from mem-
bers of their family who are no more than 2 generations re-
moved from the exhibitor.  
17. All lambs must weigh a minimum of 70 lbs to be sold 
through the Auction or consigned at the County Fair. 
18. Muzzles may not be used. 
19. During the Fair, ALL lambs must remain in the designat-
ed sheep barn and exercise areas of the grounds. 

20.No painting or altering the natural color of the lamb will be 
permitted. 
  
BREEDING FLOCK RULES FOR YEARLINGS AND 
LAMBS: 
1. Sheep must be purebred. The registration number of the 
sheep must be entered in the record book. The Breed Asso-
ciation tag must be worn by sheep. Registration papers are 
required for these animals. (Exception - 4-H Commercial 
ewes.) 
2. All breeding sheep may be shown either shorn or with full 
fleece. (State rules recommend commercial ewes be shorn.) 
 
ADDITIONAL RULES ON EWE LAMBS: 
1. Lambs must be dropped after September 1, of preceding 
County Fair. Animals exhibited in the lamb classes must 
show their lamb teeth. 
2. Lambs must be in the possession of the club member or 
as a partner, where partnership contract exists, and the 
terms explained as of May 1. Records should start on or 
before May 1. 
ADDITIONAL RULE ON YEARLING EWES: 
1. Yearling ewe exhibitors must own animal to be exhibited 
by May 1. Records should start on May 1. 
MARKET LAMB RULES: 
1. Must be owned by 4-H member by May 1. 
2. All Market Lambs will be shown slick sheared. 
3. Only one lamb may be sold at auction except the Grand 
Champion Pair of Lambs. 
 
SHEEP CLASSES AT ALLEN COUNTY FAIR 
1. Single Ewe Lamb 
2. Single Yearling Ewe 
3. Market Lamb - classes divided by weight and separated 
into Light, Medium and Heavy Weight. 
4. Pair of Market Lambs - Market lamb pairs must consist of 
two lambs owned by one 4-H'er. Family members in 4-H may 
not combine lambs to make a pair. 
 
Showmanship will be conducted in three divisions: 
Member will compete in level according to school grade as of 
January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Junior for grades 3-4-5 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8 
Senior for grade 9-10-11-12 
    Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, 
Senior, previous Senior and previous Master Showman win-
ners. Winner is eligible to go on to Showman of Showmen 
(See Showman of Showmen) 
1. Once an exhibitor has won a division they must compete 
in the next higher division the following year. Senior division 
winners MAY NOT compete for the senior division showman 
again.  
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Shooting Sports 
 
Current Program Disciplines offered:  Air Pistol; Air Rifle; 
Archery; .22 Rifle; Muzzle Loading; Shotgun. Each discipline 
has separate guidelines but some basic safety rules. Empha-
sis is with hands-on experiences, actual learning of safe 
skills and techniques of firearms, as well as recreational use. 
All equipment, safety gear and targets provided. Please call 
the Extension Office for specific discipline information. There 
is an additional fee to enroll in this project. 
Youth in Grades 3—12 may participate in Air Pistol; Air Rifle 
and Muzzle Loading. 
Youth in Grades 4—12 may participate in Archery and .22 
Rifle 
Youth in grades 5—12 may participate in Shotgun. Prerequi-
site:  Must currently be in Grades 5—12 and preference to 
have previously taken  Air Pistol, Air Rifle, .22 Rifle, Archery 
or Muzzle Loading in Allen County.  
 
4-H’ers may exhibit in a maximum of three (3) different disci-
plines. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
ALL LEVELS: Create an exhibit that shows the public what 
you learned in shooting sports education this year. Exhibits 
must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28", mounted on 
a firm backing (foam-core board or other), and covered in 
clear plastic. Be sure to include a label with your name, 
grade, and club. Title your exhibit with one of the following: 
archery, hunting, muzzleloading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, or 
shooting sports. You can use a subtitle, if you wish. (1) See 
Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule, 
(2) A completed and signed Record Sheet must accompany 
each exhibit. 
 
Important Notes:  
Firearms or bows are not allowed to be exhibited 
Live ammunition is not allowed to be exhibited (no pow-
der or primer) 
Modern broadhead arrows are not allowed to be exhibit-
ed 
Arrows and arrowheads must be displayed in a case 
Displays involving firearms or bows may be exhibited as 
a photographic display on a poster or in a notebook 
following grade level guidelines 
Handmade items must include information explaining 

how the project was made and its intended use. Photos 
are encouraged. 
 
Any ammunition or arrows used in your exhibit must be com-
pletely inert (unusable). 
 
• Projects involving firearms, bows, arrows, ammunition, may 
be exhibited as a photographic display  on a poster or in a 
notebook following grade level guidelines.  
• Handmade items must include information explaining how 
the project was made and its  intended use. 
 
 
LEVEL 1 – Grades 3-5: Exhibit: Display a poster showing 
what was learned in the 4-H Shooting Sports project. 
LEVEL 2 – Grades 6-8: Exhibit one of the following options: 
Exhibits MUST meet the size restrictions or be presented in a 
notebook. (a) Poster or (b) Small project or model no larger 
than 18 x 18 x 36 inches; or (c) Notebook, showing how a 
shooting sports item was made, or project completed.  
LEVEL 3 – Grades 9-12: Exhibit one of the following options.  
(a) Poster; (b) Project or model (any size); or (c) Notebook, 
showing how a shooting sports item was made, or project 
completed.  
 

 
Small Animals 

(No State Fair Exhibit) 
 
Includes the following animals: hamster, gerbil, guinea pigs, 
turtles, snakes, etc.  
 
All cages must be secured to prevent animal escape. 
 
Exhibit Options: 4-H’ers may choose one or both op-
tions. 
  1. Exhibit Small Animal 
  2. Educational Poster 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in the Pets activity manual. A completed and signed 
Small Animals Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in. A separate completed and signed record sheet 
must be turned in with both the live exhibit and the post-
er exhibit. 
 
ALL LEVELS: See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Poster 
Rule & Label Rule. A completed and signed Record sheet is 
due at time of judging for each exhibit. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 



 

66 

to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
You must have cared for your small animal for a minimum of 
30 days prior to exhibition. 
 
Level 1 – Grade 3, 4, 5 - Exhibit (1) one or two animals of 
the same species; and/or (2) an educational poster. 
Level 2 – Grade 6, 7, 8 - Exhibit (1) one or two animals; and/
or (2) an educational poster. 
Level 3 – Grade 9, 10, 11, 12- Exhibit (1) one or two ani-
mals; and/or (2) an educational poster. 
NOTE: You are responsible to feed and water your small 
animal while it is on display during the Fair. 
 
 

Small Engines 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their activity manual. A completed and signed 
Small Engines Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at 
check in.  
 
Level 1 - Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2 - Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3 - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 
ALL LEVELS:  The Actual small engine may be displayed as 
the educational display. It must be mounted on a stable base 
no larger than 30”x30”. For safety reasons, all fluids (fuel and 
oil) must be removed. Note: An educational display It must 
be accompanied by a notebook with details and pictures of 
what was done to the engine. See Allen County General 4-H 
Rules: Poster Rule & Label Rule.  
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Display Board Requirements 

 No more than 36” wide x 24” deep and free standing 

 3-dimensional display 

 All items to be securely fastened 

 4-H member’s exhibit card to be secured in lower right 
hand corner 

 
Exhibit: 

Level 1 – Grade 3, 4, 5 - Exhibit a Poster or display board on 
one of the following topics you studied from your manual. 
• Picture poster showing what you have learned about small 
engines. 
• Display of basic tools needed to maintain a small engine. 
• An educational display related to what you have learned 
about two-cycle engines. 
• An educational display related to what you have learned 
about four-stroke engines. 
• An educational display showing proper maintenance and 
care of a lawn mower. 
• An educational display of proper safety labels and proce-
dures for small engines. 
• Small engines parts display board with a brief explanation 
of the purpose of the parts and how they work. 
• Display related to some system that you learned about in 
small engines (filters, cooling, ignition, etc.). 
 
Level 2 – Grade 6, 7, 8 - Exhibit a Poster or display board on 
one of the following topics you studied from your manual. 
• An educational display comparing the different types of 
engines. 
• An educational poster illustrating and explaining the internal 
parts of an engine. 
• An educational display showing how transmissions work. 
• An educational display showing how to conduct a compres-
sion check. 
• An educational display showing how to adjust a carburetor. 
• A display using a real small engine with a brief explanation 
showing steps in preparing a small engine for storage. 
• Carburetor parts display board with a brief explanation of 
the purpose of the parts and how they work together. 
• An income and expense record of your lawn mowing busi-
ness, including costs, hours worked, pay for individual jobs, 
etc. 
 
Level 3 – Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 - Exhibit a Poster or display 
board on one of the following topics you studied from your 
manual. 
• An educational display showing how to use diagnostic tools 
on small engines. 
• An educational display showing how to tear down and reas-
semble a small engine. 
• An educational display related to the electrical system of a 
small engine. 
• An educational display about emissions systems on small 
engines and future trends. 
• An educational display showing how to remove and sharp-
en a mower blade. 
• An educational display about careers in small engines. 
• An educational display about your work in finding resources 
about small engines on the Internet. 
• An educational display about trouble-shooting common 
problems with small engines. 
• An educational display about small engines designs. 
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• Any educational display related to what you have learned in 
this project. 
 

Soil & Water Science 

 
Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in 
the soil and water science project this year. Poster exhibits 
must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28" foam-core 
board or poster board mounted on a firm backing, and cov-
ered in clear plastic or other transparent material. Notebook 
exhibits must be displayed in a standard three ring binder. 
Choose one of the options listed below, appropriate for your 
grade in school. Use an appropriate exhibit title. Be sure to 
include a label with your name, grade, 4-H club, and county 
in the lower right hand corner. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed or a lack thereof. 
 
Level 1 Grades 3-5 
Level 2 Grades 6-8 
Level 3 Grades 9-12 
 
Requirements 
Level 1: Exhibit 
A poster related to an activity from the level 1 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a soil or water related science 
experiment appropriate for grades 3-5 
 
Level 2: Exhibit 
A poster related to an activity from the level 2 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a soil or water related science 
experiment appropriate for grades 6-8 
 
Level 3: Exhibit 
Exhibit a poster related to an activity from the level 3 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a soil or water related science 
experiment appropriate for grades 9-12 
Independent Study -Learn all you can about a soil and/or 
water topic, program, facility, project, etc. and present it on a 
poster or in a notebook. Include a short manuscript, pictures, 
graphs, and list the works cited to describe what you did and 
what you learned. Title your poster or notebook, "Advanced 
Soil and Water Science -Independent Study" 
Mentoring -Exhibit a poster or notebook that shows how you 
mentored a younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the 
time you spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, 
and how the experience might be useful in your life. Photo-

graphs and other documentation are encouraged. Title your 
poster, "Advanced Soil and Water Science -Mentor." 
 

Sportfishing 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their activity manual. A completed and signed 
Sportfishing Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at check 
in.  
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc.  It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public.  A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1 – Grades 3, 4, 5  - Exhibit (1) a 22” x 28” poster on 
(a) Let’s Go Fishing!: Complete the Angling Self Assessment 
and practice landing a fish as described in Playing a Fish. 
Display your self assessment to show what you currently 
know about fishing and indicate what you hope to learn in 
this project. Draw or take photos of you "Playing a Fish." OR 
(b) Pop Can Casting: Display a photo of you casting your pop 
can rig and your casting record. Optional - display a photo of 
you casting a regular fishing rig and your casting record with 
that rig; OR (c) Hook, Line and Sinker: Display at least two 
the rigs listed in Fishing Deeper, #1. You can use a drawing 
or a picture to show these rigs. Answer the questions 
(Casting Out, Working the Lure, Setting the Hook, and Land-
ing the Fish) on your exhibit; OR (d) Fishy Baits: Complete 
and display cards similar to those shown (natural baits, pre-
pared bait, and artificial flies and lures). Answer the Casting 
Out questions on your exhibit; OR (e) Which Fish is it?: Copy 
the pages in your manual and use the fish and the crossword 
puzzle. Identify the fish and make a display that shows the 
correct answers in the puzzle. (Optional - enlarge the cross-
word puzzle). 
LEVEL 2– Grades 6, 7, 8 - Exhibit (1) a 22” x 28” poster on 
(a) A Different Spin: Display a picture of you while casting 
and a completed Casting Record and Spinning Reel Parts 
diagram. Also, answer the Working the Lure and Setting the 
Hook questions. (You may copy the ones in your manual or 
make your own.); OR (b) A Fine Kettle of Fish: Show a draw-
ing or photograph of you cooking fish. Include your recipe 
and, if possible, pictures of you cleaning and/or cooking your 
fish: OR (c) Clean up the Litterbug: Complete and display the 
chart shown on page 16. Draw or take a photo of the fishing 
place that you cleaned up (before and after); OR (d) The 
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Woolly Bugger: Take pictures or make drawings to show how 
a woolly bugger is made. Answer the Casting Out and Work-
ing the Lure questions; OR (e) A Fish by Design: Draw, take 
pictures, or find pictures on the Internet or in magazines to 
show (and identify) different mouth/feeding fish, body 
shapes, and fish with different coloration. Briefly explain (3-5 
sentences or bullet points) why fish have different mouths, 
body shapes, and coloration. 
 
LEVEL 3 – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 - Exhibit: (1) a 22 x 28” 
poster on (a) A Reel Mess: Draw, take photos, or copy the 
reels shown in Cleaning a Reel. Label the reels, the parts of 
each reel, and where you might use it. Show how you 
cleaned a reel using pictures or drawings; OR (b)  Designing 
a Skillathon Station: Make two skillathon stations (you may 
use the suggestions on page 9 or another fishing topic of 
your choice). List the topic, realistic situation, task, and mate-
rials needed. Take photographs of younger 4-H members 
using your stations; OR (c) Beads, Dog Hair, and Feathers: 
Collect materials and tie a fly. You can display your fly or a 
picture of the fly. Also, list and draw or take pictures of the 7 
materials in the matching game and indicate their potential 
use; OR (d) Collecting Aquatic Insects: Complete and display 
the chart on page 18 (you may copy the chart in your book or 
make your own). Draw or take pictures of your kick net and 
your sampling procedures. Answer the questions in Casting 
Out and Working the Lure; OR (e) Cast Into the Future: Com-
plete the Career Investigation Record after talking with some-
one currently working in an area related to fish or fishing. 
Include a picture of the person you interviewed and answer 
the questions in Casting Out, Working the Lure, Setting the 
Hook, and Landing the Fish; OR (f) Keep a Field Journal: 
Reproduce or copy 3-5 Field Journal entries on your display. 
Include photographs that show where you had the fishing 
experience, if possible; OR (g) Playing Know Your Fish: 
Make a "flap" quiz to teach fish facts. Show a picture or ask a 
question about a fish. Give the answer(s) under the flap. 
Choose 5 - 10 fish using at least 5 fish from your manual. Be 
sure to list multiple species if the information you provide 
applies to more than one of the species you choose. 
Level 3 Grade 9-12 Independent Study: 
Advanced Topic - Learn all you can about a sport fishing 
topic of your choice and present it on a poster. Include a 
short manuscript, pictures, graphs, and list the references 
you used to describe what you did and what you learned. 
Title your poster, "Advanced Sport Fishing-Independent 
Study." 
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a 
younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Sport Fishing - Mentor." 
 
 

Sports 

(No State Fair exhibits) 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level 1: Grades 3, 4, 5 
Level 2: Grades 6, 7, 8 
Level 3: Grades, 9, 10, 11, 12 
EXHIBIT – (1) A notebook OR poster covering topic as out-
lined in the manual. (See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Rec-
ord Sheet must accompany exhibit. 4-H'er may exhibit in only 
one (1) sport each year.  
 
 

Swine 
 

PROJECT OPTIONS are:  (1) Market Barrow (2) Breeding 
Gilt (3) Pair of Barrows (4) Market Litter and, (5) Carcass 
Evaluation 
 
PROJECT REQUIRMENTS: 
1. See General Livestock Rules 
2. All exhibitors MUST submit to the County Extension Office 
by May 15 an Indiana 4-H Swine Enrollment Form. This form 
will be used as the county and state fair enrollment form. 
Every animal exhibited, including carcass, must be entered 
on this form. Mark at top of form “NOT FOR STATE FAIR” if 
you are not planning on exhibiting at the state fair. Your copy 
of the enrollment form should be brought with you at check 
in. 
3. The 4-H member is required to complete the Swine Work-
shop/Activity Sheet, Intention to Show form, Animal Record 
Sheet, and attach copy of a valid PQA certification card, as 
well as one of the following: 
A: 2 Activities 
B: 1 Activity and 1 Workshop 
C: 2 Workshops 
 
These activity sheets must be turned into the Purdue Exten-
sion Allen County Office by June 30. If June 30 falls on a 
weekend, the activity sheet will be due on the first County 
Extension Office working day. Activity sheets that are late or 
incomplete will result in the loss of eligibility for showmanship 
and the member will receive a participation ribbon when 
exhibiting their animals. Late activity sheets must be received 
before checking in their animal at the fair check in time. Fail-
ure to turn in activity sheets in will result in member not being 
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eligible to compete in show. The Swine committee may rec-
ognize up to three members in each level for outstanding 
work with the Swine Workshop/Activity Sheet according to 
the following grades: 
Level 1 - Grades 3-4-5 
Level 2 - Grades 6-7-8 
Level 3 – Grades 9-10-11-12 
Grade eligibility is according to the grade member was on 
January 1 of the current exhibition year.  
Workshop dates are available from the County Extension 
Office and the Clover Chronicle publication. 
4. Each pen may be provided with shavings. The fee for the 
shavings will be collected at check in. Only shavings are 
allowed for bedding.  
 5. Each exhibitor will pen 2 pigs per pen with odd pigs being 
penned single. Each exhibitor must provide a divider if nec-
essary. Pens are 6’x6’. Pigs may be penned individually if the 
exhibitor receives an extra pen in the random drawing. 
6. For safety reasons, cordless clippers only may be used at 
the fair only in designated areas specified by the Swine Com-
mittee. 
7. Ribbons will be distributed using the Blue, Red and White 
Danish ribbon system. Judges discretion will be used to 
award all ribbons and awards. After Grand Champion and 
Reserve Grand Champions are placed, additional three(3) 
“Honor Class” will be named. 
8. All pigs exhibited at the County Fair will be weighed and 
ear tagged. Tag must remain in ear until pig is released. Any 
refusal of an animal being weighed and tagged will result in 
all exhibitors’ animals being released and sent home.  
9. If you want to dispute your weigh-in weight, you must noti-
fy the person weighing the animal before leaving the scale. 
The animal will be placed in a designated holding pen. The 
animal will not be allowed to be fed, watered, groomed, 
clipped or altered in any way. The pig will be reweighed im-
mediately. One dispute per animal is allowed.  
10. Information regarding disposition of pigs (auction, home, 
or consign to market) must be turned in at time of tag/weigh 
in, changes must be made two hours after the 4-H show. If 
exhibiting in the carcass show, information regarding disposi-
tion of Grand and Reserve Grand must be turned in after 
show. 
11. Swine exhibitors will be allowed to sell one (1) pig at the 
4-H auction. Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion 
Barrow, Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion 
Gilt, Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Car-
cass  Barrow and Grand Champion and Reserve Grand 
Champion Carcass Gilt and all other purebred champions 
may be sold at the auction and will be recognized as such. 
Ten-year members will auction animals following the champi-
ons.  
12. All pigs going through the auction must conform to the 
weight of 220-300 lbs within one pound. Any pig not conform-
ing to the auction weight still can be shown in its appropriate 
class and be consigned to the packer taking whatever cuts or 
docks the packer access.  

13. If a member fails to show up for the auction, their animal 
will be consigned. In the event they cannot attend the auc-
tion, they may find a substitute to run the animal through the 
ring.  
14. A minimum of one half inch of hair in length on the body 
is preferred by the packers that purchase and process these 
animals. Animals having less than one half inch of hair in 
length on the body may be condemned by the processor. 4-
H’ers may not receive carcass payment for animals. 
 
GENERAL EXHIBITOR RULES 
1. Purebred pigs must be registered in the name of the ex-
hibitor or in the partnership of the family (Ex. John Doe & 
Sons or John Doe and Family). Purebred registration papers 
must be shown at weigh in. 
2. Pigs must be born on or after December 1st of the past 
year.  
3. There are no minimum or maximum pig weight require-
ments to exhibit in the 4-H Show.  
4. To be eligible to exhibit at the County Fair, the exhibitor 
must have a current Pork Quality Assurance certification. 
 
MARKET BARROWS 
 1. Exhibitor may show a maximum of (3) individual market 

barrows.  
 2. Barrows will be shown by breed and weight, rather than 
just weight. All entries will be divided into weight groups to 
make classes as nearly equal as possible. An effort will be 
made to group no less than five or more than twelve hogs 
per class. Purebred barrows are shown strictly by weight not 
by birth date. Every effort will be made so no member will 
show their barrows in the same class. If possible the member 
will be given the option to show one animal against a higher 
weight class.  
 
BREEDING GILTS 
1. Exhibitor may show a maximum of (3) individual  gilts.  
2. Purebred gilts will be shown by age, crossbred gilts by 
weight.  
3. Exhibitor having purebred gilts with the same birth date will 
show them in the same class. 
 

PAIR OF BARROWS 
1. Exhibitor must enrolled and entered both barrows at the 
fair. 
2. The pair may be completed by bringing in a fourth market 
barrow to more nearly match the chosen single. 
3. Classes will be set up by the combined weight of the ani-
mals  
4. ONE Champion and Reserve Champion Pair of Barrows 
may be sold at the 4-H auction in lieu of a single barrow.  
 
CARCASS EVALUATION 
1. Exhibitors may show three barrows and three gilts. They 
may show pigs designated for the traditional barrow and gilt 
show or they may bring two additional hogs specifically for, 
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and only for, the carcass show.  
2. Carcass animals will be weighed and scanned at initial 
weigh in only. Carcass animals must weigh between 220 to 
300 pounds to be exhibited. 
3. Carcass animals must scan to be eligible to show on foot. 
If the carcass animal does not show on foot, it will be elimi-
nated from the scan competition.  
4. All pigs will be shown by sex. Entries (regardless of breed) 
will be divided into weight groups to make the classes as 
nearly equal as possible.  
5. Carcass animals may be considered for the auction. 
6. Grand and Reserve Grand Champion Barrow and Grand 
and Reserve Grand Champion Gilt cannot be shown in the 
carcass show.  
 
SHOWMANSHIP will be conducted in four divisions: 
Members will compete in the level according to school 
grades as of January 1 of current exhibition year. 
Rookie for grade 3. If competing in rookie class you are 
ineligible to compete for overall showman.  
Junior for grades 3-4-5 (Cannot have competed Rookie class 
during the same year) 
Intermediate for grades 6-7-8. 
Senior for grades 9-10-11-12 
Overall Showman for all current Junior, Intermediate, Senior, 
previous Senior and previous Master Showman winners. 
Winner will be eligible to compete for Showman of Showmen 
if he/she wins master showman (See Showmen of Show-
man). 
1. Once an exhibitor has won a division he/she must com-
pete in the next higher division the following year. Senior 
division winners may not compete for the senior division 
showman again.  
2. Once an exhibitor has represented swine in Showman of 
Showmen he/she will compete in the Overall Showman un-
less he/she wins master showman (See Showmen of Show-
man).  
3. Exhibitor must show own animal shown previously in 4-H 
show.  
 

Tractor  
 

ALL LEVELS:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their activity manual. A completed and signed 
Tractors Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at check in.  
 
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule. 
Level 1: Grades 3 & 4 
Level 2: Grades 5 & 6 
Level 3: Grades 7, 8, 9 
Level 4: Grades 10, 11, 12 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 

giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Exhibit Options:  Choose one (1) of the following to exhibit at 
the Fair (a) Poster; (b) Notebook Report; or (c) Display 
Board. See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label Rule. The 
subject matter content for the exhibit must correspond to the 
subject matter found in that level manual or lower level man-
uals. 
 
TRACTOR DRIVING CONTEST: (Optional) You must be 
enrolled and complete the project with exhibit requirements 
in order to participate in the Tractor Driving Contest.  

 
 

Veterinary Science 
 
ALL Levels:  The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Veterinary Science activity manual. A com-
pleted and signed Veterinary Science Record Sheet must 
accompany exhibit at check in.  
  
ALL LEVELS:  See Allen County General 4-H Rules: Label 
Rule. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Level A (Grade 3-5): Exhibit (1) a 22"x 28" poster related to 
Chapter 1, 2, or 3. 
Level B (Grade 6-8): Exhibit (1) a 22"x 28" poster, display, 
or quiz board related to chapter 1, 2, or 3. Display or quiz 
board should be no larger than 36”x36”x36”. 
Level C (Grade 9 & above): (1) Develop and assemble a 
teaching aid. Display Teaching Aid and two- page typed 
report; OR (2) Develop a project in conjunction with a veteri-
narian. Display the project with a report of the results, recom-
mendations, findings, and conclusions; OR (3) Write a one 
page outline of a workshop or demonstration you presented. 
 
For all exhibits: On the back side of your exhibit, securely 
attach a 3” x 5” card listing your veterinarian’s name and 
address. 
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Weather and Climate Science 
  
Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in 
the weather and climate project this year. Poster exhibits 
must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28" foam-core 
board or poster board mounted on a firm backing, and cov-
ered in clear plastic. Notebook exhibits must be displayed in 
a standard three ring binder. Choose one of the options listed 
below, appropriate for your grade in school. Use an appropri-
ate exhibit title. Be sure to include a label with your name, 
grade, 4-H club, and county in the lower right hand corner. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
bers exhibit. his reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed or a lack thereof. 
 
Level 1 Grades 3-5 
Level 2 Grades 6-8 
Level 3 Grades 9-12 
 
LEVEL 1: Exhibit 
A poster related to an activity from the level 1 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a weather or climate related 
science experiment appropriate for grades 3-5 
 
LEVEL 2: Exhibit: 
A poster related to an activity from the level 2 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a weather or climate related 
science experiment appropriate for grades 6-8 
 
LEVEL 3: Exhibit: 
A poster related to an activity from the level 3 manual 
A poster and/or notebook of a weather or climate related 
science experiment appropriate for grades 9-12 
Independent Study -Learn all you can about a weather and/
or climate topic, program, facility, project, etc. and present it 
on a poster or in a notebook. Include a short manuscript, 
pictures, graphs, and list the works cited to describe what 
you did and what you learned. Title your poster or notebook, 
"Advanced Weather and Climate Science -Independent 
Study" 
Mentoring -Exhibit a poster or notebook that shows how you 
mentored a younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the 
time you spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, 
and how the experience might be useful in your life. Photo-
graphs and other documentation are encouraged. Title your 
poster, "Advanced Weather and Climate Science -Mentor." 
 

 

Wildflowers 
(No State Fair Exhibit) 

 
ALL DIVISIONS - See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule and Label Rule. All exhibits must include the 
completed and signed Wildflower Project Record Sheet and 
project label. In addition, a completed Wildflower Study 
Sheet must accompany each specimen. 
 
Please Do Not Pick Endangered or Protected Species. 
 
Member may only complete one exhibit option each year. A 
different exhibit option must be selected in subsequent years. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
This project will be judged in two Divisions: 
Year 1 
Year 2 and Above 
 
Collect, press and dry or photograph or draw the correct 
number of blooming wildflower specimens common to the 
USA. Place each specimen on a separate 8 ½” x 11” sheet of 
heavy paper or cardstock. Add a label to each page with a) 
common name of flower; b) scientific name of flower (genus 
and species);  c) date collected; d) location (where specimen 
was collected). Follow the specific requirements listed in the 
manual. 
 
Option A 
-Plant Specimens: Exhibit will be a three ring binder. 
First Year - Display 10 specimens 
Second Year in Option A - Display 20 specimens (including 
specimens from previous years) 
Third  Year in Option A - Display 30 specimens (including 
specimens from previous years) 
Exhibit Options: (a) Pressing/Drying plant specimens; or (b) 
Photographing plant specimens; or (c) Drawing or painting 
plant specimens. 
 
Option B  
Option B1 Families  

1. Collect and prepare specimens from at least 10 differ-
ent families (follow preparation directions in Option A). Mount 
and label each specimen individually (following instructions 
for Option A)  



 

72 

2. Follow specific requirements listed in the manual. 
 

Option B2: Habitats: 
Exhibit a poster with representation of the habitat that was 
observed. Select 10 flowers in various habitats. Describe the 
amount of sunlight, moisture conditions, and include any 
other information that may be interesting as it relates to the 
flowers and habitat. Be sure to identify flower locations using 
numbers (or similar) system. On a poster, include a repre-
sentation of the location of a habitat. Describe the conditions 
and include any other information that may be interesting as 
it relates to the flowers and habitat. Follow specific require-
ments listed in the manual. 
 
Option B3: Gardening with Wildflowers : 
Design a landscape using at least 5 different wildflowers. 
Display specimens (or photos, drawings, etc.) to be used in 
landscape following directions in Option A1. (If displaying on 
poster, be sure to include labels as described in Option A1.) 
Be sure to label wildflowers and design landscape according 
to what conditions plants need to grow (sun/shade, moisture, 
etc.). 
 
Option B4: Exotic Invasives 
Make poster or notebook listing/describing at least 5 exotic 
invasives common to this area (Midwest). Include information 
on what an exotic invasive is and how the plant affects other 
plant populations in the area, and what, if anything, is being 
done to control them. Be sure to include labels for each plant 
per directions in Option A1. For notebooks, follow directions 
for displaying wildflowers in Option A. 
 
Option C  
Option C1: Edible Wild Plants 
1. Mount specimens of 10 or more wild edible plants on 
cardstock or heavy paper (for a ring binder) OR display spec-
imens on a poster board. Specimens may be photographed 
or dried/pressed, but it is best to make a display using all 
photos or all specimens. Each specimen must be correctly 
identified and labeled including the Latin name, common 
name, where the plant was found (county), and type of envi-
ronment in which the plant grew. 
2. On separate sheet, include the following additional infor-
mation: what part of the plant is edible, and how plant is to be 
prepared/served. Information about one’s own experience of 
using/preparing specimens may also be included. 
3. If specimens are displayed on heavy paper or cardstock, 
be sure to cover each sheet with a page protector. 
 
C2: Medicinal Plants 
1. Follow procedure in Option A1, selecting at least 15 plants 
that are currently used or were once used for medicinal pur-
poses.  
2.On a separate sheet include what part(s) of plant is used 
and what ailments/conditions plant is used to treat. Explain 
how plant material is prepared for use, and when/where such 

products are available. Be sure to include references of 
where products are located (stores or on-line locations) as 
well as references for how plants are to be used. 
3. Use page protectors to cover all sheets. 
4. CAUTION: NEVER TRY TO BE YOUR OWN DOCTOR by 
preparing and testing your own remedies on yourself. 
 
C3: Making Dyes with Wild Plants: 
1. Collect at least 4 different plants (each creating a separate 
color) and display on poster board  or display in ring binder.    
May use photos or pressed specimens. Include a label with 
the following information (for each specimen): Latin and    
common name of plant, plant part used for dyeing, and color 
produced. 
2. Include the following information (for notebooks, include 
on a separate sheet): 
 a) steps used in dyeing 
 b) chemicals used in dyeing process (for setting colors, 
etc.) 
 c) fabrics/materials that can be dyed with plant material 
 d) samples of dyed materials 
3. Cover pages with page protectors. 
 
C4: Design-Your-Own Wildflower Project 
1. Select a topic of study dealing with some aspect of wild-
flowers not already included in the project. (Note: 4-H mem-
ber may select a topic previously studied, but may study it in 
greater depth.) 
2. Project may be displayed on poster board, ring binder, or 
other display of 4-H member’s choice. 
3. Be sure to label each specimen (per directions in Option 
A1). 
4. Topics may include, but are not limited to, how to dry/
preserve plant materials for various uses, history of uses for 
various plants (how uses have changed over time), identify-
ing plants out of season, etc. 
 

 
Wildlife 

 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) A completed and signed Wild-
life Record Sheet must accompany exhibit at check-in. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards must include a 
reference list indicating where information was obtained, 
giving credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H mem-
ber’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
Choose one of the topics listed below, appropriate for your 
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grade in school, and use that topic for your exhibit title, so 
the judges know exactly which activity you completed. You 
can use a creative sub title if you wish. 
 
Note: Youth must choose a different activity each year ex-
cept for the Level D wildlife management plan, which may be 
expanded upon in subsequent years. List sources for images 
and information. 
 
 
LEVEL 1 (Grade 3 & 4) 
LEVEL A – (Grade 3) Section 5 activity-Color the poster and 
12 featured species (4-H 903a). Cut out the animal pictures 
and place them on the poster in the habitat where you could 
expect to find them. Each animal should have a label identi-
fying the animal and the habitat(s) it may be found in. 
Grade 4 – Present what you learned, on a poster or in a 
notebook, from one of the following sections: 
Section 7: How We Grow – Show how six (6) of the 12 fea-
tured species grow by listing the name of the young and a 
picture of the adult animal (as in your manual). You may 
draw your pictures, copy the pages in your manual, ask at 
your Extension Office for the animal pictures that come with 
the poster for 3rd graders (4-H 903a) or find pictures in a 
magazine, on the Internet, or from some other source. 
Section 8: Food Chains – show the six (6) food chains from 
the activity in your book and identify what foods each animal 
eats. Put the animals in correct ‘Food Chain’ order. Use pic-
tures from any source available to you: copy your manual, 
magazines, drawing, on the Internet, or from some other 
source. 
Sections 9 – 11: Bird Observations – show your feeder or 
birdbath (draw or photo), tell where it is located and include a 
2 week tally sheet showing bird activity. If you observed a 
bird feeder describe the types of food you used. 
 
LEVEL 2 (Grade 5 & 6)  
Present the information, on a poster or in a notebook, from 
one of the following sections: 
 Section 1: Habitats -Show good habitat and poor habitat for 
three of the 12 common Indiana wildlife species. You can 
use a photograph, make your own drawings, etc 
Section 8: The Food Web - Present a food web using pic-
tures you draw or find (magazines, online, etc.). Label the 
producers, consumers, decomposers, etc. Use wildlife found 
in Indiana. 
Sections 9 - 12: Animal Adaptations - Show physical adapta-
tions of three to five animals and list the purpose that the 
adaptation serves. For example, cracker beak for eating 
seeds; long legs for wading, heavy coat to withstand cold 
temperatures, etc. You may use your own drawings, pictures, 
from magazines or other sources, or copy the drawings from 
your manual. Use wildlife found in Indiana. 
 
LEVEL 3 (Grade 7-9) 
Present the information from one of the following sections on  

poster or in a notebook: Use wildlife found in the United 
States. 
Section 2: Signs of Wildlife, Activity 1 – Show signs of wildlife 
activity by collecting animal tracks. You may exhibit your 
animal tracks or pictures of your tracks. Tracks may be dis-
played in an insect display box (18 x 24 inches), orientated 
horizontally. 
Section 3: Habitat, Activity 1 - Show how the four wildlife 
habitat requirements are provided to a wild animal on an 
aerial photo or topographic map of an Indiana landscape 
(from the Internet, a Soil and Water Conservation Office, 
county engineer, or soil survey). 
Section 3: Layering, Activity 4 - Show a horizontal layering 
scene for a wildlife setting. Explain how layering is used by 
wildlife in nature. You may sketch the pictures, take a photo-
graph, find and label pictures from a magazine, etc. It is sug-
gested that you use one ecosystem in your exhibit.  
Section 4: Wildlife by Numbers - Present one or more of the 
concepts from this section (carrying capacity and population 
dynamics and reproduction and critical life stages) to show 
fairgoers how animal population rates are affected. 
Section 6: Who Manages Indiana Wildlife - choose one of the 
following: 
Activity 1 - Design a new Indiana environmental license plate 
using native Indiana wildlife. Explain why you chose your 
design and give information about what the environmental 
license plate program is all about.  
Activity 4. Write a management plan for one of the species 
listed in this activity. Be sure to address all the items in the 
activity. Note: This work must be presented in a notebook, 
not on a poster. 
Section 7: Careers - Profile a person who works with and for 
native Indiana wildlife (examples include, but are not limited 
to, IDNR, fish and wildlife, forestry, conservation officers, 
biologists, volunteers).Be sure to address all the items listed 
in the activity. 
 
LEVEL 4 (Grade 10 and up) 
Present the information from one of the following sections on 
a poster or in a notebook: Focus on wildlife found in the Unit-
ed States. 
Section 1: Wildlife Management, Activity 1 - Write a wildlife 
management plan. Include all the information requested in 
this section. You may present this topic multiple years if you 
include the following items:  

-Evaluate your first year's plan (what worked and what did-

n't). 

-Expand on your plan by adding land and/or species to be 

managed. 
Section 1: Wildlife Management, Activity 2 - Outdoor lab - 
Present the development or improvement you did for an 
outdoor lab. 
Section 2: Careers, Activities 1 and 3-5 – Learn what a ca-
reer in wildlife is like by completing Activities 3-5 (job search, 
interview and job shadowing). Present what you did and 
learned on a poster or in a notebook.  
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Section 3: Current Wildlife Topics, Activities 1-5 - Choose 
one of these activities and present what you did and learned. 
May only do this section one year. 
Independent Study: Learn all you can about a wildlife topic 
of your choice and present it on a poster. Include a short 
manuscript, pictures, graphs and  list the references you 
used to describe what you did and what you learned. Title 
your poster “Advanced Wildlife – Independent Study”. 
Mentoring - Exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a 
younger 4-H member. Include your planning, the time you 
spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how 
the experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and 
other documentation are encouraged. Title your poster, 
"Advanced Wildlife - Mentor." 
 

 
Woodworking 

 
In all Levels – 4-H’ers may choose to exhibit both a wood-
working item and a poster or display 
 
ALL LEVELS: The 4-H member is required to complete 2 
activities in their Woodworking Activity manual. A completed 
and signed Woodworking Record Sheet must accompany 
exhibit at check in.   
 
ALL LEVELS: (1) See Allen County General 4-H Rules: 
Poster Rule & Label Rule, (2) Please attach a card to your 
exhibit with the following information: Types of Materials 
Used (types of wood, types of finishes, adhesives, fasteners; 
hardware, etc); Tools used; Techniques used; Intended use 
of item. 
 
All posters, notebooks, and display boards include a refer-
ence list indicating where information was obtained, giving 
credit to the original author, to complete the 4-H member’s 
exhibit.  This reference list should/might include web site 
links, people and professionals interviewed, books, maga-
zines, etc.  It is recommended this reference list be attached 
to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a 
notebook, or included as part of the display visible to the 
public.  A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed. 
 
LEVEL 1 – Grades 3 & 4 - (a) Exhibit one article made ac-
cording to the guidelines in the Level 1 manual, or the addi-
tional plans provided OR (b) Poster on any topic covered in 
this manual.  
LEVEL 2 – Grades 5 & 6 - (a) Exhibit one article made ac-
cording to the Level 2 manual plans or the additional plans 
provided or one that uses the skills discussed in either Level 
1 or 2. OR (b) Poster on any topic covered in this manual.  
LEVEL 3 – Grades 7, 8, 9 - (a) Exhibit one article of your 
choice. The exhibit should use only those skills and tools 
covered in Levels 1, 2, and 3 OR (b) Poster on any topic 
covered in this manual.  

LEVEL 4 – Grades 10, 11, 12 - (a) Exhibit one article of your 
choice. The exhibit should use only those skills and tools 
covered in Levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 OR (b) Poster on any topic 
covered in this manual.  
 
 

4-H Trips & Awards 
 

Members are selected for trips and awards in the following 
manner:  
1. Member must be a bona fide 4-H member. 
2. Trips - All 4-H members will receive an application in the 
Clover Chronicle, which must be returned by the designated 
date to apply for these trips. Members shall indicate their top 
preferences for the trips each year. 
3. There is no limit on the number of application trips and/or 
application awards that one may apply for. 
4. A 4-H'er may win the same trip only once, except for 
Camp Counselor training. 
5. First priority will be given to those who turn in an applica-
tion. 
6. Selected participants will be responsible for a non-
refundable fee unless otherwise stated. 
 
 

Trips, Awards & Scholarships 
 

4-H Academy @ Purdue (formerly Science Workshops):  
Three day workshop held at Purdue University. For youth in 
grades 9-12. Hands on educational workshops designated to 
teach technical and workforce preparation skills. 

 

Members must have completed previous year in 4-H and be 
enrolled in current year. Those members who choose to 
attend a workshop who have taken related projects will re-
ceive priority over members who have not taken related pro-

jects. 

Electric Workshop - This three day workshop is held at 
Purdue University and is open to any 4-H'er who is enrolled 
in Division III or above of the electric project. Participants will 
participate in hands on wiring activities, design and build a 
magnetic powered flashlight and use various meters to 
measure electrical current, voltage, and resistance. Partici-

pants are responsible for their own transportation. 

 4-H Round-Up - For youth who have completed the 7th,  or  

8th  grades by June (must be 12 years of age by event). This 
3 day educational experience held at Purdue University al-
lows youth to - experience in depth action learning in specific 
interest areas; develop leadership abilities and stimulate 
individual growth; learn about educational opportunities of 

college life.  May attend twice . 

State Junior Leader Conference - This is a four-day confer-
ence. The program focuses on developing leadership, under-
standing of group dynamics and an awareness of self and 
others. It is carried out with the guidance of Junior Leader 
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Council members elected at each conference to conduct next 
year’s program. 4-H participants: grades 9-12 completed. 

Delegates are responsible for their own transportation. 

 State Fair Youth Leadership Conference - This school 
provides young men and women with experiences in relating 
with key leaders in business, social, health, industry, and city 
and state governments. The School's program offers leader-
ship training in group discipline and self-government, shared 
leadership and committee cooperation. The living environ-
ment is designed to help young men and women to have 
experiences, which will meet the needs of adolescence. Par-
ticipants: grades 9-12 completed. Delegates must provide 

their own transportation to the state fair. 

  National American Youth Foundation “I Dare You” 
Award - For youth in grade 9-12. Only one award given per 
year. May win only once. Nominated by any Allen County 4-
H Volunteer. Nomination deadline June 30 to the Extension 
Office. 

 

Application Trips 
 
 4-H Camp - 4-H Camp is for 4-H'ers in grades 3-6. Camp 
Counselors conduct the program which has a variety of activ-
ities: boating, swimming, sports, recreation and crafts. There 
is separate housing for males and females. The camp is held 
in June and transportation is on your own. Allen County 
camps with 7 others counties from NE Indiana. Allen County 
4-H Clubs, Inc. will cover 1/2 of the cost of registration for all 
campers. 
 Camp Counselors - Four-H'ers must be in 9th grade or 
above, have interests in camping, recreational interests and 
leadership. Partial expenses will be paid for those selected. 
Youth are trained in a variety of recreational and camping 
activities enabling them to lead younger youth in the camp 
program. Applications due by published deadline. 
 State 4-H Band - Applicants should be entering or in high 
school. Band selections are made on the basis of written 
application forms which include ratings by band directors/
instrument instructor. The State 4-H Band annually appears 
on the 4-H Round-Up program in June. Applications due at 
the County Extension Office by April 1. You must provide 
your own transportation. 
 State 4-H Chorus - Applicants should be entering or in high 
school. Selection is made on the basis of a written applica-
tion, which includes a recommendation by their vocal and/or 
choral instructor. Applications are due at the County Exten-
sion Office by April 1. The State 4-H Chorus appears in the 
Round-Up program in June and at the Indiana State Fair. 
You must provide your own transportation. 
 Indiana 4-H Horsemanship  Camp – This camp will be 
held in Central Indiana. This camp is designed for 4-H mem-
bers who are at least twelve years of age as of January 1 of 
current year. The camp will be a concentrated five-day 
course. Participants bring their own horse/pony. Emphasis is 
placed on showmanship at halter, western horsemanship, 
hunt seat equitation and saddle seat equitation. Applications 

are available from your Horse & Pony Leader in the spring. 
 Citizenship-Washington Focus – Citizenship Washington 
Focus is an exciting, mind-expanding experience for 4-H 
members to go to the nation's capital and learn more about 
the meaning of citizenship. Listening, learning, sharing, re-
ceiving and caring and touring combine to provide a deeper 
respect and understanding of our American heritage and the 
principles, processes and structures of the United States 
Government. Delegates must be in grade 9-12 and will be 
expected to pay part of their own expenses. Participants from 
Allen County will be selected based on their application, and 
on an informal interview by the Awards Committee. 
 National 4-H Conference – Washington D.C. – For 4-
H’ers grade 10-12. Application due to County Extension Of-
fice by published deadline. Selection based on application 
and interview. Trip usually held late March. Five days. Em-
phasis on working with USDA staff on 4-H issues. 
  National 4-H Congress – Atlanta, Georgia – For 4-H’ers 
grade 10-12. Application due to County Extension Office by 
January 15. Selection based on application. Trip usually held 
late November. Five days. Emphasis is on leadership and 
community service. 
 National 4-H Dairy Conference - Madison, Wisconsin. 
Delegates are selected on the basis of their 4-H Dairy 
Achievement. For 4-H’ers grade 9-12, with at least three 
year's completion in the dairy program. It is designed to im-
prove the members understanding of production, processing 
marketing and use of dairy products. Application due in the 
State 4-H Office June 1 of current year. Five days. 
4-H International Exchanges – Contact the Extension Of-
fice for more information. 
 
 

Other Opportunities 
 
 Key Club - The Key Club award is a program designed with 
a lifelong membership for each recipient to further develop 4-
H Club work in Indiana. The 4-H youth who earns this can be 
proud of their contributions to club and society. Any 4-H 
member, who is in grade 9-12 and has completed five (5) 
years of 4-H club work and three (3) year of active Junior 
Leadership, is eligible. The award will be determined on the 
county level. Applications are due at the State 4-H Office by 
June 15. 
 4-H Scholarships - Several 4-H scholarships are available 
and some of these vary from year to year. Interested 4-H'ers 
should contact the Extension Office no later than January 1 
of their senior year so that they can receive scholarship infor-
mation. Applications are due by January 15. 
Scholarships include: 
-4-H Foundation 
-Indiana 4-H Accomplishment Scholarship (approx. 25 differ-
ent categories) 
-Additional Scholarships as listed annually 
 State Fair Building Exhibit Workers – Display and super-
vise exhibits in 4-H Exhibit Buildings. Includes check-in, 
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check-out of exhibits, assisting judges, ribbon placement, 
record keeping, and safeguarding of exhibits. Also, includes 
some assignments working with demonstrations, public 
speaking, fashion revue and tractor operator contests. Indi-
viduals applying should be a minimum of 15 years of age. 
Individuals will interact with the public in interactive workshop 
stations and as a building worker. 
 Indiana 4-H Youth Congress - This 1 day event, held once 
a year has four objectives: 
Create an incentive program to retain youth grades 9-12 in 
the Indiana 4-H program; Provide significant scholarship 
opportunities to 4-H'ers in areas of 4-H program/activity ac-
complishments; Provide leadership/achievement role models 
for young 4-H'ers; Create a focal point for the Indiana 4-H 
Foundation and the Indiana 4-H program. Held annually in 
the Fall, central Indiana location. 
 4-H Top Achievers and 4-H Honor Achievers: Two 4-H 
Top Achievers and six 4-H Honor Achievers are selected 
each year. The 4-H Top Achievers must be in the 11th or 12th 
grade to be eligible the year the award is made. The 4-H 
Honor Achievers must be in their 10th, 11th, or 12th grade year 
during the year the award is made. You may receive the 4-H 
Honor Achiever award only once and the 4-H Top Achiever 
award only once. Selection is based on points indicated on 
County Score Sheet. This award honors 4-H'ers for their 
outstanding achievements in the 4-H program. 
 State Fair Achievement Trip To Washington D.C. – This 
award trip is sponsored by the Indiana State Fair Board for 
top placing individuals in State Fair 4-H events and 4-H/FFA 
Judging activities. Usually occurs late October. This is a one 
time trip. 
 Farm Bureau Tenure Award - The Tenure Award is to give 
public recognition to two young people from each county 
having the best record in terms of tenure and accomplish-
ments in 4-H membership. Each year the State Farm Bureau 
awards a certificate and an award to two youth from each 
county.  
  Livestock Exhibition Opportunity: Youth in grades 3-12 
must apply to the Extension Office by the February 1 dead-
line. Youth may be matched with a 4-H family with extra ani-
mals. Not all livestock species will be available. Youth must 
comply with all 4-H Livestock rules and regulations. 
 
  

Verbal Communication Events and Activities 
 
Effective communication drives all aspects of day-to-day life. 
Youth are to learn about the process of communications, to 
learn about different modes of communications and to 
strengthen their own communications skills. As you explore 
the world of communications and the manuals, you will enjoy 
learning more about yourself and others. 
 
In the Indiana 4-H Youth Development program, we offer a 
few avenues to learn and build skills on communications with 
others. The following verbal communication events and activ-

ities are offered to 4-H members as a way to teach presenta-
tion and public speaking skill development. They are often 
used in 4-H meetings, and a county 4-H youth development 
program may choose to offer these as competitive events. 
While the interactive demonstration is a non-competitive 
event at the Indiana State Fair, the demonstration, informa-
tive presentation, professional persuasive presentation, pub-
lic speaking, and illustrated talk are competitive events. Refer 
to the Indiana State Fair 4-H handbook for the date, time, 
and location of each event. Check with your county extension 
educator for information about entering these events and 
activities. 

 Interactive Demonstration 

 Demonstration 

 Informative 4-H Presentation 

 Professional Persuasive Presentation 

 Public Speaking 

 Illustrated Talk 

 

Exhibit Introduction 
The following verbal communication events and activities are 
offered to 4-H members as a way to teach presentation and 
public speaking skill development. They are often used in  
4-H meetings, and a county 4-H youth development program 
may choose to offer these as competitive events. While the 
interactive demonstration is a non-competitive event at the 
Indiana State Fair, the demonstration, informative presenta-
tion, professional persuasive presentation, public speaking, 
and illustrated talk are competitive events. Refer to the Indi-
ana State Fair 4-H handbook for the date, time, and location 
of each event. Check with your county extension educator for 
information about entering these events and activities. 
 
Requirements  
Interactive Demonstration 

 All members may participate in Interactive Demonstration 

in any project they complete during the current exhibition 
year. Members will be expected to perform their Interactive 
Demonstrations during the designated times during the 
County Fair. 

 Any 4-H member may participate in the Interactive Demon-

stration. 

 This is designed for the novice person, and the topic can 

be related to any 4-H project. The 4-H member will provide 
a short demonstration of no more than 3 minutes that will 
actively engage members of the audience in a how-to-do 
skill development. 

 Examples include, but are not limited to, how to use a 

measuring cup, how to use a ruler, how to knead dough, 
how to clean grooming clippers, how to crop a photo, etc. 

 Props are permitted. 

 Live animals and PowerPoint displays are not permitted. 

 Although participants will not be judged, an adult will watch 
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the 4-H members interactive demonstration and will pro-
vide feedback to the member. 

 The 4-H member will continually repeat their how-to inter-

active demonstration for the designated time period, typi-
cally 45-60 minutes. 

 
Demonstration 

 Any 4-H member in grades 6-12 may participate in the 

Indiana State Fair demonstration contest. 

 This contest allows the 4-H member to show the audience 
step-by-step procedures how to do something related to 
any project: 

 Examples of a demonstration include how to take a prize 
winning photograph, how to give an intramuscular antibi-
otic injection or shot, how to design a mini-barn blueprint, 
how to construct a garment, how to develop a wildlife reha-
bilitation plan, how to treat a cat for fleas, etc. 

 Members may use a PowerPoint, Prezi, or other digital 
presentation, signs, and other props that will enhance their 
presentation when giving their how-to demonstration to the 
audience from a stage or stage-like setting. 

 If digital media will be used to enhance the presentation, 
contestants are encouraged to provide their own laptop 
computer. If the laptop is not equipped with a standard 
VGA external video connection, the contestant will need to 
supply an appropriate adapter. While a standard PC laptop 
will be available, the quality and compatibility of the digital 
media cannot be guaranteed as PowerPoint will be the 
only digital media available. 

 Live animals are not permitted. 

 There is no interaction with the audience. 

 Junior members (grades 6-8) have 5-7 minutes to present 

their demonstration, while senior members (grades 9-12) 
will present their demonstration in 5-10 minutes. 

 Questions may be asked of the contestants by the judges 

following the demonstration. 

 Categories will be Junior Individual, Senior Individual, 

Junior Team, and Senior Team. 

 The team category is for two (2) people and will be deter-

mined by the highest grade level of any member of that 
team. If a team is awarded the State Fair Achievement 
Trip, only those team members who are 14 years of age or 
older as of January 1 will be permitted to attend the trip. 
Those members of the winning team who are younger 
than 14 years of age will not be able to compete in a team 
demonstration in future years. 

 The State Fair Achievement Trip may be awarded by the 

judges to a maximum of the top three (3) blue merit senior 
individual members and top (1) blue merit senior team at 
the discretion of the judges. Trip winners must be of blue 
merit quality. 

 A county may have no more than three (3) entries in each 

of these categories. 

Informative 4-H Presentation 

 Any 4-H member in grades 6-12 may participate in the 

Indiana State Fair informative presentation contest. 

 This contest allows the 4-H member to present a topic of 

their choice related to a 4-H event, project, or activity to 
the audience. 

 Examples of an informative 4-H presentation include the 

benefits of attending 4-H Round-Up, State 4-H Junior 
Leader Conference, Science Workshops, or Citizenship 
Washington Focus; the impact of a community service 
project on the 4-H members involved and their community; 
why a family should enroll their children in 4-H; how 4-H 
prepares a young person for the workforce or college, etc. 

 Members may use a PowerPoint, Prezi, or other digital 

presentation, signs, and other props that will enhance their 
presentation when giving it to the audience from a stage or 
stage-like setting. If digital media will be used to enhance 
the presentation, contestants are encouraged to provide 
their own laptop computer. If the laptop is not equipped 
with a standard VGA external video connection, the con-
testant will need to supply an appropriate adapter. While a 
standard PC laptop will be available, the quality and com-
patibility of the digital media cannot be guaranteed as 
PowerPoint will be the only digital media available. 

 Live animals are not permitted. 

 There is no interaction with the audience. 

 Junior members (grades 6-8) have 5-7 minutes to pre-

sent their informative presentation, while senior members 
(grades 9-12) will present their informative presentation in 
5-10 minutes. 

 Questions may be asked of the contestants by the judges 

following the informative 4-H presentation. 

 Categories will be Junior Individual, Senior Individual, 

Junior Team, and Senior Team. 

 The team category is for two (2) people and will be deter-

mined by the highest grade level of any member of that 
team. If a team is awarded the State Fair Achievement 
Trip, only those team members who are 14 years of age 
or older as of January 1 will be permitted to attend the 
trip. Those members of the winning team who are young-
er than 14 years of age will not be able to compete in a 
team informative presentation in future years. 

 The State Fair Achievement Trip may be awarded by the 

judges to a maximum of the top three (3) blue merit sen-
ior individual members and top (1) blue merit senior team 
at the discretion of the judges. Trip winners must be of 
blue merit quality. 

 A county may have no more than three (3) entries in each 

of the categories.  
 
Professional Persuasive Presentation 

 Any 4-H member in grades 6-12 may participate in the 

Indiana State Fair informative presentation contest. 
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 Contestants will be required to research a public issue in 

their community, collect data showing how this issue is or 
could affect their community, formulate a plan to address 
this issue, and present it in a professional manner using 
electronic digital media such as PowerPoint, Prezi, etc. 

 Contestants are to submit three (3) sets of accompanying 

handouts at registration. These handouts will be provided 
to the judges. 

 It is suggested that youth practice by presenting their 

professional presentation to service clubs, 4-H council or 
fair board, government officials, or other boards. 

 Examples of public issues could be the lack of accessibil-

ity to trails or public parks, congested traffic locations, 
public health issues, impoverished neighborhoods, 
school dropout rates, the size of farm machinery outgrow-
ing the size of roads, etc. 

 Members must use a PowerPoint, Prezi, or other digital 

media presentation when giving it to the audience from a 
stage or stage-like setting. 

 Other props may be used to enhance the presentation 

but are not required. 

 Live animals are not permitted. 

 There is no interaction with the audience. 

 Junior members (grades 6-8) and senior members 

(grades 9-12) will present their professional presentation 
in 5-10 minutes. 

 Questions may be asked by the judges following the 

professional presentation. Categories will be Junior Indi-
vidual and Senior Individual. 

 There is no team category in the professional persuasive 

presentation contest. 

 Contestants are encouraged to provide their own laptop 

computer. If the laptop is not equipped with a standard 
VGA external video connection, the contestant will need 
to supply an appropriate adapter. While a standard PC 
laptop will be available, the quality and compatibility of 
the digital media cannot be guaranteed as PowerPoint 
will be the only digital media available. A wireless internet 
connection will be available. 

 The State Fair Achievement Trip may be awarded by the 

judges to a maximum of the top three (3) blue merit sen-
ior individual members at the discretion of the judges. 
Trip winners must be of blue merit quality. 

 A county may have no more than three (3) entries in 

each of the categories. 
 

Public Speaking 

 Any 4-H member in grades 6-12 may participate in the 

Indiana State Fair public speaking contest. 

 This contest allows the 4-H member to give their prepared 

speech to an audience from a stage or stage-like setting. 

 There is no interaction with the audience. 

 Props, signs, and PowerPoint presentations are not per-

mitted.  

 The topic can be of the 4-H members choice and but must 

be related to 4-H. 

 Junior members (grades 6-8) have 3-5 minutes to give 

their speech while senior members (grades 9-12) will give 
their speech in 5-7 minutes. 

 Questions may be asked by the judges following the 

speech. 

 The State Fair Achievement Trip may be awarded by the 

judges to a maximum of the top three (3) blue merit senior 
individual members at the discretion of the judges. Trip 
winners must be of blue merit quality. 

  A county may have no more than three (3) entries in each 

category. 
 
Illustrated Talk 

 An illustrated talk is offered at the Indiana State Fair in 

poultry and rabbits. 

 All participants must complete the Indiana State Fair Rab-

bit or Poultry entry form. This completed form is to be sub-
mitted to the rabbit or poultry barn office, respective to the 
contest, at check-in. There is no Indiana State Fair entry 
fee for this event. 

 Categories will be Novice (grades 3-4), Junior (grades 5-

6), Intermediate (grades 7-8), Senior (grades 9-10), and 
Master (grades 11-12). 

 An illustrated talk is for any 4-H member and allows the 

member to present a 5-7 minute speech to the audience 
on a topic related to that project while using props and/or a 
PowerPoint, Prezi, or other digital presentation. 

 There is no interaction with the audience.  

 Check the Indiana State Fair 4-H Premium book for the 

time, date, and location of this event. 

 Entries will be accepted through the county Purdue Exten-

sion office or on-site at the poultry or rabbit show for the 
respective event. Check the Indiana State Fair 4-H Premi-
um book for the time, location, and deadline to enter if 
entering on-site. 

 Live animals that would be eligible to show in that project 

may be used in the illustrated talk. 

 The State Fair Achievement Trip may be awarded by the 

judges to a maximum of the top two (2) blue merit Masters 
Category rabbit members and poultry members at the 
discretion of the judges. Trip winners must be of blue merit 
quality. 

 

Fashion Revue 
 

This activity is open to all youth enrolled and completed in 
the Sewing project. Fashion Revue will be limited to exhibi-
tors of wearable exhibits, with the EXCEPTION of Level A, 



 

79 

Grade 3 non-wearable ONLY. There are two segments (1) 
Fashion Revue judging held prior to the Fair, (2) Fashion 
Revue Show held during the Fair. Mini 4-H'ers are only eligi-
ble to participate in the later. (Mini's are NOT judged) All 
participants must pre-register for both events.  

Juniors: 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th graders as of January 1.  

Seniors: 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th graders as of January 1. 

Each county is eligible to send 6 participants on to the State 
4-H Fashion Revue (Senior). See State Fair Rules. 4-H’ers 
enrolled in the Sewing project, may make two (2) wearable 
outfits and select to enter one (1) in Sewing (wearable) and 

one (1) in Fashion Revue. 

 
 

Theme Contest 

 
The Allen County Theme Contest allows 4-H'ers to be in-
volved in selecting the theme for the 4-H Program booklet/
Recognition flier. Entries must be submitted by March 15. 
The winner will receive a $50.00 award and recognition on 

the booklet. 

The Rules for the Theme Contest are as follows: 

1. Theme must be created by 4-H members who are current-

ly enrolled. 

2. Entry is to be 8 1/2" x 11" (with the 11" being vertical). 

3. Entries must be an original computer generated graphic.. 

4. A label with name, club, grade, address, and phone num-

ber, should be attached on the back. 

5. One entry per 4-H’er. 

 
Showman of Showmen 

 
The designated Master Showman of each of the nine pro-
jects: Beef, Dairy, Dairy Beef, Dairy Goat, Horse, Llama, 
Meat Goat, Sheep and Swine will be eligible to compete for 
Showman of Showmen. Each livestock project superinten-
dent will be responsible for selecting nine (9) animals which 
will be drawn by lot by the exhibitors. Each project will be 
shown under the appropriate guidelines of that specie. The 
exhibitors will all show the same projects at the same time, 
with project order to be determined by the judge(s). 
 
All Master Showmen winners are eligible. If a 4-H Exhibitor 
wins more than one Master Showmanship in one year, they 
must compete in the Showman of Showmen in the first pro-
ject won, with the project alternate representing the other 
animal project. Previous Showman of Showmen winners may 
compete again provided they are selected from a different 
project than the one(s) that they had represented and won 
the Showman of Showmen contest. 
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Allen County Point System 

PROJECTS 
A = BLUE   = 4 pts 
B = RED   = 3 pts. 
C = WHITE   = 2 pts. 
D = PARTICIPATION  = 1 pt. 
 
LIVESTOCK & HORSE & PONY 
A or 1st Place   = 4 pts. 
B or 2nd Place   = 3 pts. 
C or 3rd Place   = 2 pts. 
D or 4th Place    = 1 pt. 
Participation     = 1 pt. 
 
Maximum per project/specie  = 12 pts. 
 
 
SHOWMANSHIP (Beef, Dairy, Dairy Beef, Dairy 
Goat, Dog, Horse & Pony, Lama, Meat Goat, Poultry, 
Rabbit, Sheep, Swine.) 
COUNTY (PER PROJECT)  = 2 pts. 
STATE (PER PROJECT)   = 4 pts. 
 
 
SERVING AS CAMP COUNSELOR = 4 pts. 
(Includes all Area & State Camps & Conferences) 
 
 
JUDGING CONTEST/ACTIVITIES 
Demonstration Contest, Speech Contest, Interactive 
Demonstrations, Tractor Driving Contest, 4-H Band, 
4-H Chorus, Bicycle Rodeo, Swine Carcass, Cos-
tume Class, Barbecue Contest, Fashion Revue, Fair 
Theme Contest, Livestock, Crops, Forestry, Entomol-
ogy, Poultry, Horse & Pony, Horticulture, Meats, 
Dairy Foods, Soils, Wildlife Habitat Education Pro-
gram and Dairy Judging Contests [as a 4-H member], 
4-H Struction, Garden/Produce contest. 
 
COUNTY = 2 pts. 
AREA   = 3 pts. 
STATE  = 4 pts. 
 
 

BONUS POINTS AWARDED PER EXHIBIT 
SF = STATE FAIR   =2 pts. 
CH = CHAMPION    = 3 pts. 
RC = RESERVE CHAMPION  = 2 pts. 
HC = HONOR CLASS   = 1 pt. 
 
No Limit on Bonus Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUNIOR LEADERS 
a) WORK ON A COUNTY COMMITTEE = 1 pt ea. 
       (Maximum of 3 pts.) 
b)   WORK ON ACTIVITY AT FAIR  = 1 pt ea. 
   (Maximum of 3 pts.) 
 
COMPLETING A STATE 4-H RESUME 
First Resume (one time only)  = 8 pts. 
Each Resume thereafter   = 4 pts. 
State Winner    =2 pts. 
 
 
FAIR SET UP    = 3 pts. 
FAIR CLEAN UP    = 3 pts. 
 
 
 
 
OFFICES HELD IN CLUB AND COUNTY = 2 pts ea. 
 
 
All members have an equal opportunity to participate in 
any of the above contests and activities. Four-H’ers may 
check their records at the Extension Office by scheduling 
an appointment. All records are kept confidential. 
 
 
 

Revised 2015 
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PURDUE EXTENSION SERVICE 
ALLEN COUNTY OFFICE 

4001 Crescent Ave 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

 
Phone: 260-481-6826 

Fax: 260-481-6439 
 

www.extension.purdue.edu/allen 

 


