
 

Painted Pony Tack 5310 S 800 E-92 Fort Wayne, IN 46818  260-625-1050  Paintedpony1@embarqmail.com 

4-H Bit Information  2011 State Rules 

Western: 

“Any animal may be shown in a western curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece (2 or 3 pieces) and 

shanks, and acts with leverage.  The mouthpiece must be a minimum of 3/8 inch in diameter measured one 

inch from the shank.  A maximum length of the shank shall be 8 1/2 inches.  The maximum height of the port 

shall be 3 1/2 inches.  A curb strap or chain must be used, and must be at least one-half inch wide and lay flat 

against the animal’s jaw.” (4-H-661, 1/11, p.23) 

 “Animals five years of age and younger may be shown in a snaffle bit or bosal (hackamore).  Snaffle bits (no 

shanks) must have a straight or broken (2 or 3 pieces), smooth (not sharp), round mouthpiece with no 

leverage applied and may have D-ring, O-ring, or eggbutt cheekpieces no more than 4 inch diameter.  An 

optional loose chin strap of leather or nylon only is permissible, and must be attached below the reins…Bosals 

may be of braided rawhide or leather, with no metal under the jaw or on the noseband.  There must be a 

minimum of one finger-space between the bosal and the animal’s nose…The mouthpiece should be round, 

oval or egg-shaped, smooth and unwrapped metal, must be a minimum of 3/8 inch in diameter, measure 1 

inch in from the cheek piece.” 4-H-661, 1/11, p.24) 

Hunter 

“The bit used may be any snaffle (jointed(2or 3 pieces) or straight mouthpiece and no shanks), a Pelham (two 

sets of reins), a kimberwick, or a full bridle (two sets of reins with separate bits and cheek pieces).  Examples 

of acceptable hunter bits are: Slow Twist, Corkscrew, Double Twisted Wire, French Link Snaffle, Kimberwick, 

Single Twisted Wire, Loose Ring, Fixed Port Steel Pelham.  Any bits with cathedral or donut mouthpieces, 

rough, sharp materials such as screw mouthpieces or mechanically altered bits are illegal and will be cause for 

disqualification.  Curb chains must be at least one-half inch wide and law flat against the animal’s 

jaw….Mouthpiece may be rubber, copper, twisted wire etc. but must be a minimum of 3/8 inch in diameter 

one inch in from the cheek piece.  Any bit having a fixed rein requires the use of a curb strap. “(4-H-661, 1/11, 

p 11) 

Saddle Type 

“The bridle must be English type with plain or decorative browband and regular cavesson noseband.  It may be 

a Pelham (two sets of reins), a full bridle (two sets of reins with separate bits and cheek pieces), or a Walking 

Horse bridle with curb bit and one set of reins.  The curb chain must be at least one-half inch wide and lay flat 

against the animal’s jaw.”(4-H-661, 1/11, p 19) 

   

 

      Full Bridle   Pelham 
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  1. Tongue 

  2. Bars 

  3. Poll 

  4. Chin/Curb 

  5. Palate 

 

 

Misc. Information About Bits 

 For a jointed bit, the bit should be approximately ¼” larger than the mouth. For a non-jointed bit, you 

can use the exact mouth size or up to ¼” larger. 

 Thick metal bars provide lots of space for the bit to contact your horse's mouth. That large contact 

area spreads out pressure when you pull on the reins while riding -- translating to low pressure 

per square inch of contact. If you put your horse in a thin bit, you'll add pressure over a smaller 

area--translating to more pressure per square inch. As a general rule, a thicker mouthpiece is less 

severe than a thin wire. 

 Shanks are long metal pieces that extend down from the side of a bit's mouthpiece. Your reins 

attach at the end of the shank so that the shank maximizes your movement and puts the bit into 

action. Horses feel pressure from curb bits as clamping between their chins (where a chain or 

strap is attached) and bars. The leverage applied allows your horse to feel cues faster and with 

more pressure. How much pressure the horse feels depends on how long the shank or purchase is. 

You can measure the leverage by comparing the distance from the mouthpiece to the reins and the 

distance from the mouthpiece to the chain behind the bit. Find out how many times longer the first 

measurement is than the second. Many curb bits have a 3 to 1 leverage ratio. So, if you apply one 

pound of pressure to the reins, the horse feels three pounds of pressure in his mouth. 

 Bits are made from a variety of metal types. Nickel-plated bits are inexpensive, but can flake with 

wear. When the plating comes off, your horse may be injured by rough spots. Stainless steel bits 

are affordable and safe. The material will not rust, as can nickel. Some bits are lined with a hard 

rubber coating. The baked on coating provides a soft feel and is warm against your horse's bars 

and tongue. Other soft bits are made from plastics and even have flavors.  

 

 

Simple Curb        Cathdral      Spoon  Correction Tom Thumb    Dr Bristol  Copper Mouth Eggbutt 

 

Rubber D    Loose Ring French Link Slow Twist D        Uxeter Kimberwick   Double Twisted Wire FC    
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